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Home Repair Sketch 

Man sits on floor, studying owner’s manual for garbage disposal.  There are newspapers over the floor, some of 

which are wet.  There are several parts of the disposal strewn on the paper.  

MAN  It shouldn’t be this difficult to un-stick a garbage disposal!   

Man puts his head back under the sink, reaches up and turns on the faucet above and a stream of water shoots 

out from under the sink.  Man scrambles to shut off the faucet. 

MAN  (reading from manual) “turn the support flange one quarter turn, use Allen wrench to remove 

support screws and then lift hopper and clamping ring from the motor housing gasket. Using a 4¾ wrench, 

loosen the impeller and clear the shredder of imbedded debris.  Return impeller to the drain chamber, and lower 

carefully onto the housing unit.  Re-attach the clamping ring, support flange, the sink-mounting flange, and the 

hopper in the order shown in figure 13-b, using a four-way water key and an 11 inch slip-nut basin wrench.”  

This makes no sense!!! 

The doorbell rings once.  Then a second time.  Man grudgingly stands and goes to answer the door. A smiling 

woman appears. 

WOMAN I’ve got some good news for you… 

MAN Not to be rude, but I’m in the middle of something and whatever it is you’re selling I’m not 

interested. 

WOMAN I’m not selling anything. (she peers inside) It looks like you need some help.  My kind of help. 

MAN  What on earth are you talking about? 

WOMAN Your garbage disposal.  I can see you’ve been working on it for a long time. 

MAN  (defensively) Not that long. 

WOMAN Can I come in? 

MAN  I don’t even know you.   

WOMAN My name’s Jane.  You’re Mr. Stover. 

MAN  How would you know that? 

WOMAN It’s on your mailbox.   

MAN  Oh right. 

WOMAN Really, I think I can help you with your…project there. 

MAN  Is that right? Forgive me but you don’t look much like a repair, uh, person. 

WOMAN (laughs) I’m sure I’m not what you might expect a plumber  to look like.  

MAN  But you are a plumber?  And you just showed up here out of the blue. 

WOMAN Something like that.  Can I take a look? 

MAN  (sighs) Sure. Why not? 

They walk over to the sink. 

MAN  There’s the owner’s manual if you want to…. 

WOMAN (looking underneath the sink) That’s OK, I’m pretty familiar with it.  So, Mr. Stover, do you do 

all your own home repairs? 

MAN  I pride myself on being pretty self-sufficient when it comes to that sort of thing. 

WOMAN There’s a lot of build-up in this disposal.  Did you flush the drain chamber every 6 months? 

MAN  I might have missed a few …drainings. 

WOMAN Don’t feel bad. I have never come across anyone who could keep up with all the preventative 

maintenance required for these things.  You turned off the power to the disposal, right? 

MAN Of course! (then, under his breath) I’m not a newbie when it comes to these things. 

WOMAN Ah, there’s the problem! 

MAN  What? What did you find? 

WOMAN There was a peach pit stuck between the impeller blade and the drain hole. (Jane tosses the pit to 

the man who looks at it in amazement). 
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MAN  I must have felt around in there for an hour.  I couldn’t find anything. 

WOMAN It was easy to miss.  Would you hand me the basin wrench? 

MAN  I have a basin wrench? 

WOMAN That thing with the black hooked end.  There! You’re up and running. (Jane stands up and wipes 

off her hands with a paper towel.) 

MAN  That was incredible.  I would have been working on that all weekend. 

WOMAN It was my pleasure, Mr. Stover. 

MAN  Carl.  Please call me Carl. 

WOMAN It was my pleasure, Carl. (Jane shakes Carl’s hand and walks to the door) 

MAN  Jane, hold it!  You never told me why you showed up here in the first place. 

WOMAN I came to do this.  

MAN  And you are leaving, just like that? 

WOMAN My task was accomplished. 

MAN  But how did you know to come here in the first place?  

WOMAN Let’s just say I was sent by the…manufacturer. 

MAN  Don’t I owe you something for your time, your trouble? 

WOMAN No.  You don’t owe me anything. Take care Carl.  Thank you for letting me in. (Jane leaves) 

MAN (to himself) Sent by the manufacturer.  That is some incredible customer support!  

Scripture 

Luke 4  
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 
he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written, 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today 
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and 
marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is 
not this Joseph's son?”  
 
John 20 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
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22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

Introduction 

Good morning.  We are in part 2 of our two part series – looking at Why Jesus Came – 
In His Own Words.  Last week we looked at one of the reasons that Jesus came – 
anybody remember what that was – Preach the Good News of the Kingdom.   And we 
looked at what Jesus meant by the Good News.   We talked about how for most of us 
the Good News is that Jesus died for us so that we could be forgiven and to go to 
heaven when we die.  Which is indeed very good news. We talked a little about how 
we have compressed the gospel and made it into a sound bite.  D.L. Moody said that 
he could write the gospel on a dime.  I respect Moody a lot but respectfully don’t agree 
with him.   Robert Webber was a professor at Wheaton College for many years [– 
Janie Garrett worked with him as a grad assistant and Katie had him for a professor.  
He has written a number of books that have influenced my thinking in a number of 
areas.  He ]was once asked by someone if he could tell them the gospel.   And his 
response was: “Do you have an hour?”.If we are going to be able to help our neighbors 
and one another understand why Jesus came to earth, we need to know the breadth of 
this good news. 
 
And  last week we saw that part of the breadth of that good news was an 
announcement of a new King.  And that King was Jesus.   If we make the good news 
all about us and what Jesus did for us, we will miss out on a great adventure 
participating in the work of King Jesus. 
 
Let me see if I can illustrate this with a little parable 
 
The way most of us have shaped the good news is a lot like a man who founded a 
company when he was very young.  It started out very small and it had its ups and 
downs over the years.  But after 50 years of hard work and dedication, it became very 
large and he made a ton of money.  When he died he had no heirs and gave the 
wealth of his estate, 23 billion dollars, to a young friend.  But he did something else.  
Part of the inheritance included an invitation to join the board of directors of the 
company and participate in the work of the company from within the inner circle. 
 
Well our young friend was so excited about the generosity of the man who died that he 
traveled the world and told everyone he could about the generosity of his benefactor 
and what he had done for him.   And he never had time to join the board.  The 
company went on to do ever greater things and our friend missed all of that. 
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So too are we like this young man when we compress the good news down to just 
what Jesus did for us and miss the good news that He is the new King who wants us to 
join Him in reclaiming this lost world. 
 
This week we are going to look at another reason Jesus gave for His coming to earth. 
And it’s pretty simple.  Jesus came because He was sent.  We didn’t call for Him.  We 
were in trouble much like Andrew was in our sketch this morning.  We were trying to fix 
our problems ourselves.  We thought we knew what to do.  It wasn’t working out very 
well.  But Jesus just showed up.  And He knows the source of our troubles inside and 
out.  As in the sketch, He shows up with good news.   
 
Although the fact that Jesus was sent is a simple concept, the Holy Spirit wants to get 
our attention with this simple concept.  Our text today from Luke is just one of almost 
50 times in the Gospel narratives (Matthew Mark, Luke and John) that Jesus tells 
others that He was sent. Jesus did not come on His own initiative. There must be some 
important truths in that for us today for it to be recorded 50 times.  I will dig into some 
of them today but I encourage you to dig deeper on your own.   
 
The word that Jesus uses in our text today is the word from which we get the word 
apostle – which means sent one. Jesus was the first apostle.  He was the sent one.  
And our text tells us it was the Holy Spirit who sent Him.  Other places we are told that 
the Father sent Him – other places we are told that God sent Him. I don’t think we 
need to make a big deal about this – I just think it was a pretty collaborative effort 
within the Trinity.   
 
And to whom was Jesus sent?  Our text today tells us the poor, the captive, the blind 
and the oppressed.  We’ll talk some more about this later – but keep that in mind.  Our 
second text gets more at where I want to go today.  Jesus tells the disciples that   
 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”   
 
In Jesus prayer right before His arrest, He says the same thing to the Father: 
 
As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.1 
 
Today we’re going to drill down into that little word “as” –which means  “in the same 
way”  OR  In the same manner the Father and the Holy Spirit sent Jesus, Jesus is 
sending us.  Not “Because you sent me” but “as you sent me…” 
 
We will look at this from two angles: 
 

                                            
1
 John 17:18 
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What can we learn about how the Father and the Spirit sent the Son? 
 
And then we want to look at 

 
How Jesus is sending us? 

 
So let’s start with  

How did the Father and the Spirit send the Son? 

First off – I am can completely guarantee that it didn’t  happen like this: 
 
Father: Marge Could you get Jesus on the line?  Thanks 
[Phone ringing] 
Jesus Jesus Messiah King of Kings 
Father Jesus I have a little project for you.  Some things have gotten out of hand on 
the third rock from the Sun and I need someone to take care of it.    You’ll get yourself 
killed while there but don’t worry I’ll bring you back. 
Jesus Dad why are they going to kill me? 
Father Well they wont accept you but don't worry you can still get the ball rolling.  Look 
I’m busy right now. Give me a call when you get back and we can go over how it went. 
  
I am absolutely sure it did it didn’t go that way.  We don’t see the Father and the Holy 
Spirit busy and uninvolved but participating with Jesus every step of the way.  What 
can we learn from this?  Let me list 4 ways that we see the Father and the Holy Spirit 
participating: 
 

Preparation – Consecration In John 10:36 Jesus tells us that the Father prepared 
Jesus for His mission.  He uses the word: “consecrate” or to set apart.   And the image 
is that of the way the priest set apart the elements on the altar for a sacrifice.  God 
provided very specific directions about how the sacrifice was to be prepared.  How the 
elements were to be prepared.  Jesus tells us that before He was sent, the Father set 
Him apart for this specific mission and provided specific preparation.   
  
He authenticated his work – At the very beginning of His ministry, we see the Father 
speaking publicly of Jesus mission and how He was standing behind Him.  The Father 
said “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”2   Certainly 
the Father’s voice encouraged Jesus but it was also a way the Father was giving his 
stamp of approval upon Jesus.  Many of Jesus miracles demonstrate the fact that the 
Father was with Him.  For example when Jesus raised Lazurus he said  

                                            
2
 Matthew 17:5 
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“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” John 11:41-42 
 
Jesus is recognizing that the Father is about to authenticate His ministry by raising 
Lazarus.   
 
Throughout Jesus ministry the Father was testifying / bearing witness about Jesus / 
authenticating Him. 
 
Direction Jesus received explicit direction from the Father for the work He sent Him 
on.  The Father not only prepared Jesus ahead of time, but throughout His ministry, the 
Father was there for the Son – telling Him what to say and how to say it3  - telling Him 
the specific words that were needed in the specific situation.4  (Is 50:4).   
 
Enabling Power to complete the work - Jesus did not work without the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  From His baptism, to His temptation in the wilderness, to the Garden, 
Jesus was not doing any of this on His own power – but by the power of the Holy Spirit 
who was sent by the Father.   

Application 

 
Those are just a few of things we can learn about the way the Father sent Jesus.  How 
can we apply that? Remember that Jesus promised that He would send us the same 
way / in a like manner  as He was sent by the Father and the Spirit, Jesus is sending 
us.  We have to start with the questions, to whom is Jesus sending us; where is Jesus 
sending us?  Do we believe that Jesus has a place to send us?  That He has a mission 
for us?  Jesus the King invites us into His inner circle to participate in this invasion He 
has mounted to take back His world.  We too are sent out on mission from Jesus.  5 
 
And it’s important that we understand the answers to these questions.  When Andrew 
was in trouble in our sketch, he didn’t need just a neighbor who wanted to help or was 
responding to a need.  He needed someone who was sent with real answers to his 
problem.  We cannot just go wherever the need exists.  If instead we go where Jesus 

                                            
3
  John 12:49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a 

commandment—what to say and what to speak. 
4
 Isaiah 50:4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught,that I may know how to sustain with a word 

    him who is weary. 
5
 John 17:18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  John 20:21 Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
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sends us, he will prepare us, he will authenticate, He will direct us and He’ll empower 
us.   
 
And it’s important to go to the people Jesus was sent to. I believe that a good way for 
us to know whether we are being sent by Jesus is to ask – am I going to the poor, to 
the captives, to the blind and oppressed.  If you haven’t noticed they’re everywhere 
around us.  In our families, our neighborhoods, our work place and in our own hearts. 
  
Let’s look at the four ways the Father sent the Son and see how we can apply those to 
our being sent by Jesus. 
 
Preparation – As the Father prepared Jesus for mission, Jesus is continuously 
preparing us for what He is sending us to do.  I have now been walking with Jesus for 
40 years and looking back I see His hand orchestrating a detailed set of events and 
experiences continuously preparing me for what He sends me to do. It’s easier to see 
that in the past than it is in the present.  In the moment I usually feel completely 
unprepared for every task Jesus sends me on.   
 
One area that continues to amaze me is how often the scripture I study in the morning 
is used in the day for a task that Jesus is sending me on.  But my engineering brain 
often tries to calculate – what are the odds that I would be reading this passage – 
thinking about these words of Jesus – and then the specific truth applies to something 
that day.  Jesus prepares us with His word. 
 
Jesus has sent us on a mission that the Father and the Spirit prepared Him for and He 
will prepare us.  This is a promise. And promises are good to repeat.   I want us to 
repeat together this promise. Just repeat after  me.  
 
As the Father and the Spirit prepared Jesus, so Jesus will prepare us 
 
Authentication -  When needed, Jesus has a way of authenticating us when He sends 
us.  In other words, He puts His seal of approval on us so that people will listen.  Jesus 
was given authority when He was sent and He has given us authority.  And with that 
authority comes times of authentication.  Let me see if I can illustrate one way I saw 
this.  One time we were working with a Hispanic church from Hartford on a retreat and 
things were not going very well.  They were very resistant to everything we did.  They 
were not quiet during the quiet time. We didn’t provide enough sugar for their coffee.  
Our worship was too tame for their ways.  But then on Saturday afternoon, a much 
loved woman in the group was experiencing pain in her eyes.  And I remember Tricia 
praying for this woman and getting a picture that no one could have known about this 
woman.  And then the pain disappeared.  From that moment on, the whole atmosphere 
changed. They listened attentively. It was like Jesus said to the group – these are my 
servants.  They have something to say.  Listen to them. 
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Jesus has sent us on a mission and He promises us to authenticate us / to stand 
behind us. Let’s repeat our promise:  As the Father authenticated Jesus, so Jesus 
will authenticate us 
 
Direction – The Father and the Spirit gave Jesus explicit direction that He needed for 
ministry.  Many of us have seen that.  Let me share just one amazing example.  Many 
years ago, we took in a man who was separated from his wife.  One morning he came 
down stairs and announced that God had told him to go find his wife who was staying 
somewhere on the Rhode Island shore and apologize and ask forgiveness. He had no 
idea where in Rhode Island she was. Now Rhode Island may be a very small state, but 
do you have any idea how many little roads there are leading to beach front cottages 
along the coast? This slide shows 1000 feet of the 40 miles of coastline.   But as crazy 
as it seemed, we set off.  And 
somehow, I still don’t know how 
- we drove right to the place 
where her car was parked on a 
little sand road behind a line of 
cottages. I mean right to the 
spot.  And it happened very 
naturally.  There were voices or 
writing in the sky, God just led 
us there. I cannot explain it.   
We parked the car and he 
walked down the beach; found 
her; and our friend didn’t come 
home with me that day.  God 
had worked an awesome reconciliation. We  can trust this promise. As the Father 
gave Jesus direction, so Jesus will give us direction 
 
Power to complete the work I hate doing tasks for which I am incompetent or if I don’t 
know how to do it.  The first time I embark on something new there is real resistance to 
get started.  Just this week, I had to start working on something completely new.  
There welled up inside me this deep resistance and fear of getting started. I can 
honestly say that I never feel competent to accomplish anything Jesus sends me to do.  
The tasks are always way over my head.  If you are going to respond to Jesus 
invitation to be sent out to work with Him in this invasion, in this taking back what 
rightfully belongs to King Jesus, you will be sent on tasks that you have never done 
before.  But I cannot say it strongly enough, He will provide the power that you need. 
Here’s the promise: As the Father gave Jesus the power that He needed, so Jesus 
will give us the power we need. 
 
Conclusion 



9 
 

Why did Jesus come to Earth?  Because the Father and the Spirit sent Him.  And they 
prepared Jesus for this mission; they authenticated Him along the way; they provided 
specific direction as to what to do and how to do it and they gave Jesus the power to 
do the work. Jesus does things in a similar way with us.  As the Father sent Jesus, so 
Jesus sends you and me. 
 
If we respond to the invitation into the inner circle, to the throne room, Jesus isn’t going 
to let us live there.  He sends us out.   Where is Jesus sending You?  Any sending to 
starts with a sending from.  We have to start with last week’s message of Jesus, the 
invading King’s invitation into His presence.  It is as we stand before our King, 
somewhat hesitant perhaps like John Adams, somewhat fearful, but it is from the 
throne of Jesus that we get sent.  Being sent implies coming from somewhere.  And if 
that somewhere isn’t the throne of King Jesus we are in trouble. 
 
Where is Jesus sending you? Is it to the lost; the captive, the blind and the oppressed? 
They could be your family; in your work place. 
Perhaps He’s sending you to go help the Garretts. Have you asked? 
 
But if you are a follower of Jesus, as the Father sent Jesus, He is going to send You. 
It’s not optional. The invasion has started. As we talked last week, when Jesus 
announced the good news of the Kingdom, while the Satan, the king of this world was 
still enthroned – He didn’t just declare a new King, He declared the start of a war.  A 
war to de-throne the present king and establish the reign of the new king.  The new 
kingdom started small but like the parable of the mustard seed it keeps growing and 
growing.   
 
One final promise As the Father sent Jesus, so Jesus will send me 
 
Let’s pray 
 


