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What the Apostle Peter Learned about Waiting on God 

from Jesus 

Scripture 2 Peter 3:1-15a 
This is now the second letter that I 

am writing to you, beloved. In 

both of them I am stirring up your 

sincere mind by way of reminder, 
2 that you should remember the 

predictions of the holy prophets 

and the commandment of the 

Lord and Savior through your 

apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, 

that scoffers will come in the last 

days with scoffing, following their 

own sinful desires. 4 They will say, 

“Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately 

overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of 

water and through water by the word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that 

then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens 

and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 

destruction of the ungodly. 
 

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 

that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 

then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up 

and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in 

lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 

bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new 

heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him 

without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation 
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Introduction  
Good morning.  It is a pleasure to be with you this morning.  My name is Simeon Kepha.  

Most of you know me as Simon Peter.  But when I was born, my father Yonah named 

me Simeon.  It was a very common name and it means in Aramaic – One who listens.   

You might ask, why do you know me as Simon Peter?  For the same reasons you call . 

Yeshua1 Jesus.  No one called Him Jesus when He walked the earth.  Yeshua is the 

name above all names. The New Testament was written in Greek because that was the 

language that was most widely understood across the known world.  Growing up in 

Galilee I spoke Greek, Aramaic and in the synagogue Hebrew . And they called me an 

uneducated fisherman.  How many of you speak three languages.  Aramaic was the 

common language of the Jews.  Simon is the Greek transliteration for Simeon.  This is 

just like the name John is called Juan in Spanish or Sean in Irish.    When I wrote my 2nd 

letter in Greek I didn’t translate my name to Simon – I left it as Simeon. (2 Peter 1:1) 

 

Where did the name Kepha come from you ask?  Yeshua loved to give people 

nicknames.   Do you know anyone like that?  I heard that Sean Carroll gives people 

nicknames.  That’s a trait of Yeshua.  He gave a lot of people nicknames.  As soon as 

He met me He said “You shall be called Kepha” or Rock.  Now my brother Andrew  

laughed when he heard that because a rock was about as far from what I was  as could 

be. I was impatient and impetuous.   But isn’t that just like Yeshua.  He speaks of things 

that are not as though they were.  He takes what is bad and transforms it into something 

good.  Thanks be to God for that. Yeshua didn’t always call me Kepha – in fact most of 

the time he called me Simeon.  But when He called me Kepha or Simeon Kepha, I knew 

that He was seeing in me a transformed man. 

 

To Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, writing in Greek, it made no sense to use Kepha 

since no one would know what that nickname mean.  It makes perfect sense to translate 

it into Petros which is Greek for rock. So every time they read my name in the New 

Testament it would read as Simon Rock.  Then just to complicate things, you English 

speakers changed Petros to Peter. 

 

But that’s not what I want to talk about today.  We are in week two of Advent and advent 

is a time of waiting.  I want to tell you about what I learned about waiting from following 

Yeshua.  Bob attempted to capture this last week – but let’s face it. I actually was with 

Yeshua.  Bob doesn’t always get everything right. What Bob did get right last week was 

that Yeshua purposely kept a lot of people waiting.  And looking back, I was amazed 

that it was always turned out for the good.  He kept people waiting because He loved 
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them.  He’s keeping a lot of you waiting from what I understand.  Not surprising.  Last 

week Bob mentioned that waiting for God is not a passive activity – but is active.  But let 

me share a few things that I learned about active waiting for God from Yeshua. 

 

Active Waiting 
One thing about Yeshua that totally changed me was how much time He spent alone 

with His Father (Matthew 14:23).  He was continually sneaking away to wait on His 

heavenly Father.  He showed all of us what it meant to wait on God – actively.  We used 

to say growing up, that we were waiting for Messiah.  But we weren’t really actively 

waiting for Him.  When bad things happened, like when the Romans came into our 

village, we were just mouthing the words and acknowledging that He hadn’t come.  

That’s not waiting on God.  That’s passive waiting.  Yeshua showed what active waiting 

on God looked like.  And that was spending an immense amount of time alone with His 

Heavenly Father. 

 
Breath Prayers  
The other thing that Yeshua taught us about how to actively wait on God was how He 

brought that communion with His Father that He had when He was alone into His very 

busy and demanding life. Believe me, He had a demanding life.  You think your life is 

full.  Image feeding 5000 people on a few loaves of bread and a few fish and see who 

knocks at your door.  But Yeshua brought that communion with God right into the 

middle of His demanding day.  One way He did that was by saying what are called 

“Breath Prayers.”   

 

A breath prayer is a simple few word prayer that you can say in a single exhale. 

 Thank You Lord 

 Here I am Lord 

 Help me 

 

There are thousands of these little breath prayers that you can utter throughout the day. 

Use them to commune with God during your day.  They can be words of affirmation / 

words of reminder / words of thanks / words of request. 

 

We saw Yeshua do this a lot.  Talking to His Father under his breath.  A number of 

times in the Gospels my brothers, Mark and John (Mark 7:34 / Luke 23:34 ) recorded 

some breath prayers of Yeshua.   Yeshua’ breath prayers were not audible.  We heard 

them as deep sighs. Yeshua would face a situation and we would hear a deep sigh or a 

inner groaning of His spirit. He would be communing with the Father on the spot.   
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So I saw Yeshua practice active waiting on God by having a regular and lengthy time 

alone with His Father and by communing with Him throughout His busy day with breath 

prayers. 

 
His Clock is not our Clock 
Something else that you have to know about Yeshua when you are talking about 

waiting. Yeshua lived with a totally different time clock than you and I have. (2 Peter 

3:8)2  Any of you have a parent or a child or a spouse who runs on a different clock than 

you?  My wife does.  When its time to go some place, she always has more things to 

do.  It doesn’t seem to matter what time it is.  And my kids.  When they say they’ll be 

there in a minute – my goodness it can be a half hour.  Can you identify?   

 

But if you think your parent or spouse or your kids runs on a different clock, you should 

have walked with Yeshua.  We are talking night and day.  And it wasn’t just that 

Yeshua’s clock ran slower than mine.  Sometimes it ran faster.  Let me give you an 

example of each. 

 

Once a number of lepers came to Yeshua to be healed.  We were about 30 miles from 

Jerusalem.  These lepers had heard that Yeshua was healing a lot of lepers and cried 

out for healing.  Yeshua told them to travel all the way back to the synagogue to get 

healed.  These lepers had not gone one mile when all of a sudden they were healed.    

Yeshua told them they would be healed after a long walk and they got healed almost 

immediately. Yeshua’ clock was running fast that day.  With the Lord, 5 minutes is like 

an hour. 

 

Of course we all certainly thought Yeshua was going to come back in our life time.  He 

certainly hinted at that. He said that there would be some of us who would not see 

death until he comes.  And then He told me that John might remain alive until He came 

back. What would you think if He told you that. But what has it been? Almost 2000 

years?  Talk about a slow running clock.  With Yeshua, one thousand years is like one 

day. 

 

So what did this teach me about waiting.  When you are waiting for Yeshua, you can’t 

measure slowness the way you do with everyone else. (2 Peter 3:9)3  Many times when 

He appears slow and we are waiting for Him, He is patiently waiting for us to make the 

next move.  If you expect Him always to be slow He’ll surprise you and just quickly take 

matters into His own hands and resolve the situation quickly.  If you expect Him to 
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 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness 
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resolve something quickly – look out.  He may take His time.  What I learned was that I 

need to constantly adjust my clock to run in sync with His clock.  And that requires 

constant adjusting.  You just can’t set your clock to run faster or to run slower.  You 

have to continually look at Yeshua’ clock and see how it is running.  In other words, you 

have to keep watching Yeshua; see what He is doing; and not try to make any 

predictions about when something is going to happen. 

 

His clock is not my clock 

 
He knows the future. We don’t  
Speaking of predictions that leads me to another thing that Yeshua taught me about 

waiting.  I am somebody who is always making predictions.  “If this happens then that 

will happen.”  OR “Now this will always happens” If you are like me, you do this a lot.  

For example, we disagree with our spouse about how to discipline an unruly teenager.  

“They’ll just end up in jail” you say. You don’t know that for sure.  You act as if you are 

omniscient – meaning that you act as if you know what’s going to happen. I did this all 

the time with Him and He would gently and sometimes not so gently correct me.  “Even 

if all others forsake you, I’ll never forsake you.”  “Lord, you will never suffer like that.” 

 

Walking with Yeshua throws all my predictions out the window. He was somebody who 

really did know what was going to happen. And He encouraged us to remember the 

predictions of the prophets – not make our own predictions. (2 Peter 3:2) 4  To 

remember and believe His promises which are really predictions.   

 

How does this help us in waiting you ask?  Have you ever waited for a spouse or child 

to come home and they are very late? What do you do?  In my mind I would just predict 

the very worst case scenario.  “She’s been attacked by robbers and left to die on the 

road side.”  And you get yourself all worked up for no reason at all.  We do this in a 

thousand ways.  You watch yourself this week and count the number of times you make 

predictions like you know what is going to happen. 

 

Here’s what Yeshua taught me:   I learned that I needed to stop assuming that I’m 

omniscient – knowing what was going to happen. I found that I was getting all nervous 

about things because I thought I knew how things would turn out.  While waiting on God 

in a situation, I need to not project what might happen.  Most of what we worry about 

never comes true anyway.  That’s why Yeshua taught us to live in the moment.  There’s 
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plenty to worry about in the moment without predicting what would happen in the future. 

(Matthew 6:34)5 

 

He knows. We don’t 

 
Active Listening – Waiting by Remembering 
There is a good kind of predicting that we are to dwell on.  We are to use our minds to 

remember the words that God spoke to you and to His people in the past.  Yeshua was 

always reminding us and encouraging us to use our minds to remember while waiting 

on God (2 Peter 3:1) – remembering the good that He had done.  Bob described his 

time when he was waiting on God while his youngest daughter was ill.  During those 

times he remembered and wrote down all the ways He had seen the Father at work in 

His daughter’s life.  He also remembered and wrote down all the ways God had spoken 

to him about his daughter.  This was a way to practice “active” waiting.  It’s a way to stir 

up your mind during a time of waiting.   In other words, when you are in a circumstance 

and waiting on God,  train your mind not to go forward predicting the outcome;  not to go 

backwards dwelling on the past mistakes; but to go backwards remembering God’s 

active involvement in your life and forwards looking to Him to be involved in the future. 

So a way to practice active waiting is to actively use your minds to remember the things 

God has spoken in the past and remember the ways God has come through in the past.  

As you do that your faith and trust in Yeshua will grow. 

 

Active waiting includes constant remembering of God’s ways. 

 
Waiting Obediently 
We not only remember the words of God but also the commandments. (2 Peter 3:2)6  

An essential part of waiting on God involves obedience to Him and His commandments.  

Waiting on God can be a test of my obedience to the call of God in my life.  While we 

were waiting for Yeshua following His resurrection, I was strongly tempted to give it all 

up and go back to fishing.  And in fact, one time I did.  (John 21).  I wasn’t being 

obedient to God’s call in my life to become a fisher of men.  I was relying on the tried 

and true.  I know how to fish.  I didn’t know how to fish for men.  But Yeshua wanted me 

to feed His sheep.  To shepherd His flock.  That was unsafe territory for me.  But He 

pursued me and called me back. 
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Some of you are tempted to step outside God’s commandments as you are waiting for 

Him.  While waiting for God to bring you a husband or a wife, will you wait obediently to 

what you know are God’s ways and God’s plans for your life.  While waiting for a 

husband or a wife to change, you will be tempted to go to another to find your needs 

met.  While waiting for God to fulfill His promise to you, you will be tempted to do it on 

your own like Abraham did.  And look at the mess that created. What sort of people 

ought we to be while we are waiting. (2 Peter 3:11-12).7  We ought to be a people who 

wait in holiness and godliness.   

 

What Yeshua taught me about waiting on Him was that I needed to be especially alert 

to temptations during my times of waiting. 

 

Conclusion  
So what did Yeshua teach me about waiting on God.  A lot.  I needed to be active in my 

waiting – actually spending good amounts of time alone with my Father and to bring 

those times right into the middle of my busy days.  I need to keep my eye on Yeshuah’s 

clock at all times if I am going to follow him.  And, oh my, stop predicting things. So of 

us live our lives as if we are just waiting for the shoe to drop / for something really bad 

to happen.  That’s not active waiting.  That is a kind of predicting. Give up any sense of 

my own omniscience.  And then to remember the things God has done in the past and 

to remain vigilant in terms of my own obedience. 

 

Advent is historically a time of waiting and we have attempted to learn a little more 

about waiting on God.  Advent is also a time of presents. I was told that there was a 

present here for me. Let’s see – Oh it says to Peter.  I guess that’s me – but remember 

my name is Simeon Kepha.  Let see what we got here.  Oh it’s a book by Henri Nouwan 

with a note.  “Please read the quote on page 34.”  All right! 

What do we have here. 

 

“To wait open-endedly is an enormously radical attitude toward life. So is to trust that 

something will happen to us that is far beyond our imaginings. So, too, is giving up 

control over our future and letting God define our life, trusting that God molds us 

according to God's love and not according to our fear. The spiritual life is a life in which 

we wait, actively present to the moment, trusting that new things will happen to us, new 

things that are far beyond our own imagination, fantasy, or prediction. That, indeed, is a 

very radical stance toward life in a world preoccupied with control.“8 

Prayer  
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12 
waiting for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God 
8
 The Path of Waiting Henri Nouwan 


