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Advent Sermon Series: O’ Come 

Week 1 Sermon: Waiting for the One who keeps us Waiting 

Scripture [Charlie Moger reads the scripture] 

John 11: 1-7 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus 

heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it.” 

 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

[Bob waits for one minute before he gets up following the reading of the scripture] 

Introduction 

I don’t like to wait.  And if you are like me, you don’t like to wait..  And waiting when we are not 

expecting to wait is even more difficult. I think I made all of you uncomfortable by not getting up.   We 

think:  What’s happening?  Why doesn’t he get up?  Is something wrong?  Sometimes when we are 

waiting we blame ourselves.  Maybe I read the bulletin wrong? Maybe something else is happening 

next.  Sometimes we blame the one who keeps us waiting.  What is the matter with Bob? 

And if there does not seem to be any purpose for waiting, again it makes waiting even more difficult.  

It wasn’t just the waiting that was hard this morning, it was not expecting it and not knowing why I was 

waiting.  If however Bob always delayed a minute before he got up because he wanted to pray and 

wanted you to pray for the sermon, I think you’d agree that we wouldn’t be as uncomfortable as we 

were this morning. 

There’s a lot of waiting at Christmas  Waiting in line.  Waiting on hold.  Waiting for a parking space at 

the mall.  Waiting to open your presents. Historically, waiting has been an integral part of the church’s 

celebration of Christmas.  This morning is the first Sunday of Advent. It is a preparatory season. A 

time of expectant waiting and preparing for both the coming celebration of the Jesus’ birth, and for the 

time when He will return.  We are going to begin this Advent season with two messages looking at 

some aspects of waiting on God.  

Why is this so important? 

I wrote some of you a couple of weeks ago and asked – what are you waiting on God about. First I 

want to say thank you for sharing these with me. I have to say that I was overwhelmed with the kind 

of situations where you are waiting on God. 

 Healing – for yourself / for a loved one / for a friend 
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 For family and friends to come to Jesus 

 For a prodigal to come home 

 For God to change you or someone else 

 For a job 

 For financial provision 

 Guidance 

 Waiting for a call to service 

 Waiting for a child / either natural or adopted 

 

As I was preparing for this sermon, Barbara contracted shingles.  I remember going for a walk during 

the first few days:  “Okay Lord, I am waiting on you for her healing.”    I prayed for her and with her 

many times throughout the day and I would say – “I am waiting for you God for this healing”. It all 

seemed very flat and unsatisfying. Especially as the pain kept getting worse every day. “God we’re 

waiting for you to heal.”  Pretty quickly I realized that I didn’t really know how to wait on God. But wait 

a minute.  I am supposed to be preaching on this in a few weeks.  And some of you didn’t make it any 

easier as you set the bar pretty high.  “I can’t wait to hear your message on waiting.”  Lord I need to 

learn how to wait and need to learn now.  As the weeks dragged on, it became more and more clear 

that I had head knowledge about waiting: We are supposed to wait on God - Check/ God purposely 

makes us wait at times Check / Those that wait on God receive renewed strength Check.   

But as time went on I realized that God had taught me a lot about waiting over the years and even in 

these past few weeks.  It is my prayer that over the next two weeks we will grow together in our 

knowledge about Jesus’ ways and how we can learn how to wait on Him and start practicing waiting 

on God. 

Let’s Pray 

Prayer 

Open Christmas Gift – I just love opening presents.  There is an expectant waiting in opening a 

present.  What will it be.  There is one under the tree for me this week. Let’s see what’s inside.  

Hmmm. A lump of coal.  Okay……  Wait there is another gift inside here – “Don’t open until the end of 

the sermon” –  Does that mean I’ll have to wait?  Okay, let’s get this sermon going so I don’t have to 

wait too long. 

Examples of Jesus Making People Wait 

Several months ago I started one my studies of Jesus with the question “Where does Jesus keep 

people waiting?”  My first guess was that there would be a few places.  But as I went through all of 

the gospels specifically looking for times and places where Jesus kept people waiting I was amazed.  

Certainly there are many times that Jesus responded immediately to questions and to needs.  But 

there are many other times that He deliberately holds back both His answers, His healings and even 

His presence.  Sometimes it is just for a few minutes; sometimes just a few hours; sometimes a few 

days; a few weeks;  Sometimes a few thousand years. 



3 

 

Let’s look together at just a few examples where Jesus kept people waiting for His answers, healing, 

and even his very presence: 

Waiting for Answers 

There is an account in John’s gospel (John 6:1-6)  where Jesus was up on a mountain with His 

disciples and the crowd was clamoring after Him.  They had seen His healing power and they were 

following Him like a mob.  Jesus pointed at the crowd and asked one of His disciples: “Where are we 

to buy bread, so that these people may eat?”  Jesus knew what He was going to do but delayed 

telling Phillip.  He kept Phillip on the hook – waiting.  Not letting him know what He was going to do.  

Might Jesus keep us waiting like that?  He knows hat He’s going to do but keeps us in the dark? 

One day, while explaining the nature of the parables (Matthew 13:17) Jesus told His disciples that He 

deliberately kept answers from the prophets and the other righteous people who were longing for 

answers. These were good people / righteous people from whom he deliberately withheld answers.  

Could Jesus delay giving us the answers that we long for? 

Waiting Healing 

What about healing?  Didn’t Jesus heal everyone instantly?  In many case we are told that Jesus did 

heal everyone and healed them instantly.  But there are circumstances where Jesus did not heal 

everyone.  For example, at the pool of Bethesda, (John 5:5) the apostle John tell us that there were 

many sick people waiting to be healed by God and Jesus only healed one. The others were kept 

waiting.   In His own home town we are told that Jesus did not heal everyone.  Other were kept 

waiting.  (Mark 6:5) 

Okay so maybe He didn’t heal everyone but when He did heal, He healed instantly right?  Not always.  

One time Jesus told some people who needed healing to go and do something (Luke 17:14).  During 

that time, they needed to wait for their healing and be obedient to what Jesus told them to do.  When 

the paralytic was brought to Jesus through the roof, Jesus first forgave His sins. (Luke 5:20) He 

hadn’t come to have His sins forgiven.  He came to be healed.  Jesus kept Him waiting , even though 

it was just a few minutes.   

Waiting for His Presence 

So we see examples of Jesus delaying His answers and His healings. Let’s look at some examples 

where He did delayed His presence.  In our Scripture this morning He delayed coming to Mary, 

Martha and Lazarus (John 11:5-6).  After His resurrection He delayed appearing again to His 

disciples for 12 hours.  Imagine seeing your risen Savior in the morning and then not again until night.       

And we cannot forget Christmas. Jesus kept the world waiting for 1000s of years following the first 

prediction of His coming.  Can it be, that in this day, in our lives, that Jesus would even keep us 

waiting for a conscious awareness of His presence?  Not that He isn’t present, that’s a promise - but 

sometimes He has withdrawn our conscious awareness of His presence.  Can it be? 
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Why Jesus Kept People Waiting 

If we can agree that Jesus kept some people waiting for answers, for healing and for His presence, 

let’s address our second question.  Clearly if Jesus did something, we can assume that He did it for a 

purpose.  So if Jesus deliberately kept people waiting, we can assume that it was for a purpose. But 

what purposes are specifically described in the Gospels? 

About Him 

We already mentioned the case with the paralytic, where Jesus kept him waiting because He had 

other priorities.  He wanted the man to know that he was forgiven. He wanted the crowd to know that 

He forgave sins.  Jesus had a more important work to do before He healed.  I first learned this when 

my wife was healed of cancer.  Jesus told her that He was going to heal her – but then we waited 

almost a year before it happened.  During that year, He had an agenda of inner healing that was a 

higher priority.  About a year later, she was healed without radiation or chemo or surgery. Might Jesus 

have something more important for us to do before we are healed?    

In our text today, Jesus gives two reasons why He kept the family waiting.  (John 11:4) The first was 

He wanted God to get the glory.  This is a major theme in the narrative of God’s interactions with 

mankind.  All things are working for His glory.  And sometimes waiting happens because Jesus wants 

God to get the glory. 11th hour bale outs are not fun to endure but they become situations where only 

God can get the credit. It’s about Him – not about us.   

But there is a curious reason that Jesus gives for making Lazarus and His family wait. John records 

that Jesus loved Mary and Martha deeply and then adds a little connecting word that means 

“therefore” (John 11:6) He waited two more days. Jesus loved Mary and Martha therefore he kept 

them waiting.  Jesus keeps us waiting because He loves us?  Can we believe when Jesus keeps us 

waiting that He is doing it because He loves us?  With no other explanation? 

About Us 

So Jesus kept people waiting because of / His priorities / His timing / His Glory / His Love.  That leads 

us to another set of reasons we see that Jesus keeps us waiting.  He keeps us waiting because of 

things in us.  We are explicitly told that sometimes He keeps us waiting to test us (John 6:6); 

sometimes He keeps us waiting because we are not ready (Matthew 23:27); sometimes He is waiting 

for us to take the first step (John 8:4-7).   

There is purpose in our waiting.  These are just some that are recorded in the Gospels.  Each one of 

you has your own unique work of God going on while you’re waiting.  Sometimes, and in fact I would 

say most times waiting seems purposeless.  Here is where our faith which is more valuable than any 

gold or jewels is made pure.  Raw ruthless trust and faith in the One who keeps us waiting.  Faith that 

He will answer in the fullness of time / He will heal in the right time.  For some of us complete physical 

healing will only come at death.  That may not seem like the fullness of time to you and me.  But it is 

an absolutely trust worthy statement that the healing you are waiting for will happen no later than 

death.  Hallelujah.   Healing is coming.  Answers are coming.   
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Application  

How can we apply these truths to our specific situations? 

I believe that knowing that Jesus has specific purposeful times when He keeps us waiting is a critical 

step in learning to waiting.    We have to take this truth and build this into the entire fabric of our life.  

When we do this we turn our focus from the problem to Him.  What happens when we let this truth not 

just sink into our thick skulls but penetrate to the very core of our being is that it will transform our 

waiting times. We will become a people who are waiting for Him in the situation [slide with arrow] 

rather than waiting for Him for a particular result.  We learn how to wait for Jesus in the midst of our 

illness rather than waiting for Him to heal our illness.  We learn to wait for Him in the midst of our 

broken family rather than waiting for Him to solve our broken family.  The primary purpose in all 

waiting is to get our focus off the situation and on to HIM. Waiting for Him in RATHER than waiting for 

Him to 

When our youngest daughter started High School, she became sick until the end of her senior year.  

Every outside activity that she loved had to stop or be severely curtailed / Chorus / theater / Peer 

advocates. She missed more than 100 days of school each year. When she was finally diagnosed, I 

chose to spend one hour waiting on God here at the church.  Every day.  I learned a lot during that 

time but one thing He showed me early on was that I was waiting for and hoping for the healing and 

what He wanted me to do was to turn my focus away from the illness and turn it onto Him and Him 

alone; to wait for Him and hope in Him – not waiting or hoping for the healing – but to focus totally on 

Him. At first I had no idea how to do that.  But for one year I tried. Gradually I changed. Then one day 

He told me I was done waiting.  I didn’t’ need to come any more.  She was healed.  Two weeks later 

the healing was manifested and never returned.  How serious are you and I in our waiting?  Is God 

waiting for you to take a first step towards something? 

In all of our waiting, let’s learn what it means to turn our focus from Waiting on God for and Waiting on 

God to To … Waiting on God in the circumstance. 

Conclusion  

Waiting is never easy.  Some of you are waiting for God in some serious situations.  Healing.  A job.  

A spouse.  Waiting for your spouse, your children, a family member, or a friend to change.  Or for a 

child to come back home after a time of rebellion.  Sometimes it takes every shred of faith we have to 

trust in these circumstances.  I am sure that Mary and Martha’s trust in Jesus’ love was challenged 

while they were waiting.  I am sure the disciples’ trust in Jesus’ love was challenged while waiting for 

His resurrection.  I am sure that many of you are challenged to the core of your being with the kinds 

of things you are waiting for.   

Let the truth that Jesus regularly and purposely keeps us waiting sink deep into our being.  Let’s turn 

our waiting for God to change a situation into waiting for God in these situations.  Let’s be a people 

who don’t just mouth the words “We’re waiting on the Lord” but become a people who practice active 

waiting 
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Oh Yeah – I need to unwrap the last present. What do we have here? A diamond?  Interesting.  A 

lump of coal and a diamond.  Wait – there’s a note with it. “Over time and under pressure a lump of 

coal becomes a diamond. Will you wait for Me to create that diamond?” 

Benediction 

Guess what Jesus got in His stocking?  A lump of coal.  That’s us. He inherited us.   Guess what He 

turns over to the Father at the end of time? A diamond.  Go forth as lumps of coal who are being 

transformed into diamonds through waiting under pressure. 


