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The Holy Spirit Speaks to a Listening World – Part II 

 

Introduction 

 
On the day of Pentecost, for the first time in the history of man, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the 
believers.  And Peter told those who received this in-filling that  “For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”1  And certainly to 
read the rest of the book of Acts, one would conclude that the Holy Spirit moved powerfully through the 
early church.  But frankly, if we look around the church worldwide and we think about the fact that the 
Holy Spirit – the third member of the Trinity – lives within every single person who believes in Jesus – it 
can make you wonder – what is the Holy Spirit doing in there most of the time.  Just sitting around?  
Shouldn’t this indwelling of the power of God make a tremendous difference in the life of the church 
world wide?  How about in my life? Or in your life?   

 
Well those are the questions we will look at today and see how Jesus answers them.  In our text today, 
Jesus tells us some of the things that this “in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit will accomplish within us. Let’s 
ask Him to teach us from His word today. 

Scripture John 7:37-39 

 
It is fall in Jerusalem and the Jews are celebrating one of their seven day feasts called the feast of 
booths.  This was where the Jews were to come and live in little make shift structures to remind 
themselves of when they walked for 40 years in the desert.  This is also one of the feasts that the Jews 
were to set apart a tenth of their income so that they could party with their fellow believers. 

 
John 7:37-39 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water.’”   39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 
Here John gives us an editorial comment on what Jesus is talking about.  John tells us that this phrase: 

 
Out of his heart will flow rivers of living waters 

 
Is talking about the promised Holy Spirit – who is promised to everyone who believes in Jesus (notice 
that both Jesus and John emphasize this point).  And as we learned last week – believing in Jesus is not 
just believing a bunch of facts or just getting a right set of beliefs – but is putting our entire being into 
Jesus.  Of being moved from one place (outside of Jesus) to another place (in Jesus). 

 
Let’s see if we can unpack this. 

 

                                                           
1
 Acts 2:39 
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Out – The first thing we notice is that this work of the Spirit is a movement outward – Out of his heart.  
The work of the Spirit within us does do something amazing and powerful within us – He changes the 
way we think – He makes our dead spirits alive.  But today Jesus isn’t talking about that.  The movement 
of the Spirit is outward.  And that is consistent with what Jesus later tells the disciples that they would 
receive “power to be my witness” – not power to heal and transform within – even though that is true.  
Here Jesus is telling us that the Holy Spirit’s movement is outward – for others.   

 
Heart  - “Out of his heart”  Here John uses a word that can mean your  belly /or womb.  The core of your 
innermost being.  The heart of who you are.  Distinct from your mind and your body.  The Holy Spirit 
flows outward from that which is most you.  One of the wonderful things about this truth about the Holy 
Spirit – not dwelling in our minds or our bodies - is that it doesn’t limit those who are mentally or 
physically impaired.  The Holy Spirit takes up residence in the core / the heart of who we are as people.  
Any person, no matter how physically or mentally they are impaired can receive the Holy Spirit.   

 
I experienced this with my Grandmother.  She had very severe dementia for the last few years of her life 
and didn’t know any of her family.  Graciously God showed me how to specifically pray for her spirit 
during this time. You might say I circled her in prayer.  I remember going to visit her after I started 
praying for this to happen and when I walked in the room she literally leaped out of her chair with this 
giant smile.  I asked my Dad, who visited her every day for over thirty years, if he ever saw her respond 
that way.  He said no.  I am convinced that God graciously heard my prayer and caused her spirit to 
become alive even though outwardly, her body and her mind were no longer able to interact with the 
outside world. The kingdom is not advanced because people have great minds and great bodies – but 
because they have allowed for the out flowing of the Holy Spirit that resides deep inside the core of who 
we are.  

 
But this also helps us understand why we don’t see the Holy Spirit in every Christian we meet around 
the world.  The Holy Spirit dwells in an unseen place.  And it is very possible that Christians don’t exhibit 
outwardly the change that has taken place internally.  The Holy Spirit transforms from the inside out.  
You know the feeling.  You want to do right – but you don’t.  The fact that you want to do right is the 
Holy Spirit.  Without the Holy Spirit, you wouldn’t want to do right.  But having the Holy Spirit within 
doesn’t guarantee outward transformation. 

 
Let’s move on…. 
 
Flow – “Out of his heart will flow”  The image here is one of continuous movement.  The Holy Spirit’s 
infilling doesn’t result in a one time event.   

 
Rivers – “Out of his heart will flow rivers.”  Not just a stream… Not just one river.  But rivers.  The only 
other place this word is used in the New Testament, is when Jesus describes a great flood that washes 
away a house built on sand. 2  This is not something small.  You and I have the Holy Spirit living within – 
and it shouldn’t just make a small difference – but this out flow from us should be a large river or flood 
of water. 

 

                                                           
2
 Matthew 7:25-27 

25 
And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it 

did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 
26 

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 

27 
And the rain fell, and the floods came, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
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How many remember Pastor Dan’s illustration of this last year.  He was preaching about this out flow 
and he had that big pitcher.  And he poured it out all over the floor of celebration hall.  That pales 
compared to this word.  Jesus is describing a massive flood.  Out of the heart of the believer will be a 
flood of water. 

 
Living water – But not just any water.  “Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  To what end is 
this river of the Holy Spirit flowing out of you and me.  This is living water.  Water that gives life.  It’s an 
image that is used a number of places in the scriptures3  Jesus told the woman of the well that if she 
asked, He would give her living water.  This outflow of the Holy Spirit in our lives is supposed to be a life 
giving river. 

 
So the Holy Spirit lives within the core of our being and provides the source of a never ending 
outpouring of life to the world around us. 

 
What Scripture is Jesus quoting? 

 
This brings us to a curious question.  Jesus says that He is quoting scripture – “As the scripture has said.” 
But we cannot find that anywhere in scripture. There are three possibilities.   

 He is making this up and there is no scripture that says this.  I think we can readily dismiss this 
option 

 He is quoting a scripture that we lost 

 He is quoting the essence of a passage and applying his own unique interpretation to it.  This is what 
I believe is happening here because Jesus does this other places.   At times Jesus drills down to the 
exact verb form of the Scriptures to make a point.  Other times he picks up the big context and helps 
us see what the Scriptures are saying from 5000 feet.  This is one of those places. 

 
So what scripture is He summarizing?  A large number of scholars think that Jesus is giving us the 
essence of the beginning of Chapter 47 of the book of Ezekiel.  So let’s look there. 

 
First let me give a little background.  Ezekiel was a prophet who lived during the time Israel was in exile 
in Babylon  and the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. In Chapter 40 Ezekiel records a vision that the 
Holy Spirit gave him of a new temple that would be built.  In this vision, a man takes Ezekiel around the 
temple and gives very exact descriptions and dimensions.  Such exact details that some Jews have drawn 
up plans to build this temple sometime in the future.  All of the descriptions in the first 6 chapters are all 
physical and material.  There are no images that are not represented by reality – no whirling wheels 
between wheels as in other visions that Ezekiel gets.  That all changes with Chapter 47  Let’s look at this 
briefly: 

 
Ezekiel4 is taken to the door of the temple and he sees water coming from below the threshold of the 
temple.  Not from the altar where you would think it would come.  But from deep within the heart of 
the temple.   

                                                           
3
 Song of Songs 4:15, Jeremiah 2:13, 17:13, Rev 22:1 

4
 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing from below the threshold 

of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was flowing down from below the south end 
of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar. 

2 
Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me 

around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and behold, the water was trickling out on the 
south side. 
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Then Ezekiel5 is taken outside the temple, and the water keeps getting deeper and deeper as he moves 
away from the temple. 

 

Finally6 as the water gets over his head, he sees how this little stream flowing from the heart of the 
temple becomes a life giving river, causing the Dead Sea to become fresh water; causing fish to flourish 
and trees to grow along its banks. 

 
But not just any trees.7  Trees whose fruit would provide nourishment and whose leaves would be for 
healing. 

 
I think Jesus is taking this vision and giving us a summary interpretation of it.  Let’s look at the 
similarities:  

 

Ezekiel’s Vision Jesus’ Description 

Ezekiel is describing the Temple Jesus describes the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit which is later described as the Temple of the 
Holy Spirit  

There is an out-flow of water Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as a out flow of 
water 

Water flows from a hidden source underneath 
the inner core of the temple 

Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will flow out of 
the inner most core / the heart of our being 

The water brings the Dead Sea to life and life 
to fish and trees with fruit and leaves for healing 

Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as “living water” 

 
Jesus is giving us a summary of the vision recorded in Ezekiel 47. And He is interpreting the river as the 
Holy Spirit. But there is one piece that is strange about Ex 47.The water starts out as a trickle and the 
water gets deeper the farther you get from the temple.  That’s counter-intuitive.  If you turn on a garden 
hose and look ten feet from the source – it will not be deeper but spread out. 
What would be the meaning for that?  Let me offer what I think it means.  Ezekiel was not seeing a real 
temple that was to be built –even though I don’t discount that there someday such a temple may be 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
5
 
3 

Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man measured a thousand cubits, and then led me 
through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 

4 
Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it 

was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. 
5 

Again he 
measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough 
to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. 

6 
And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” 

6
 Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 

7 
As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many trees 

on the one side and on the other. 
8 

And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down 
into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the water will become fresh. 

9 
And 

wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water 
goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes. 

10 
Fishermen 

will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very 
many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. 

7
 
11 

But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 
12 

And on the banks, on both 
sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they 
will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, 
and their leaves for healing.” 
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built – visions and prophecies often have a double fulfillment – According to Jesus, Ezekiel is seeing the 
promised coming of the HS in the life of a believer.  That’s implied by Jesus quoting this scripture.  So 
how can the water flowing out from the temple get multiplied?  What Ezekiel didn’t see was that there 
were to be multiple temples.  That is exactly what happened.  The Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
every believer.  Every believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit.  And out of every believer there will flow a 
river of living water. 

 
We are to be channels of the HS life giving water to flow out of us to the world.  But we are to do it 
together so that the life giving water coming from me will join with the life giving water that will come 
from you.  So that the farther away we get from the original source the deeper it gets.   What flows out 
of me (that little trickle) joins with what flows out of you and you and you until the life giving water of 
the Holy Spirit becomes a mighty river. 

Application 

 
What does this look like?  I want to invite Kathy Wolfe up to tell us how she saw a manifestation of this 
outflow of life from the Holy Spirit in a group of people and how it brought life to her. 

 
Kathy’s testimony 

 

Good morning. 
 

I’d like to share a part of my testimony that illustrates what Bob is talking about 
today. This is from the beginning of my journey with Jesus. There have been other times 
when the Holy Spirit has touched my heart or spoken to me, but this was the first that 
changed my life. 

 

I grew up going to a small Presbyterian church, going to Sunday School, etc. I can’t 
really remember a time when I didn’t believe in God. By middle school and early high 
school, my family had stopped going to church, except for holidays. Busy life took over. 

 

My sophomore year in high school, I was struggling to find meaning to life. By 
outside appearances, I had it all. I was a good student and athlete, on my way to 
academic awards and many varsity sports letters. I lived in a nice house with a 
swimming pool and had a car to drive. I felt I should have been happy, but I wasn’t. It 
seemed there should be something more – deeper. The goals of “work, study, get rich” 
seemed empty. I even thought about suicide. 

 

Some friends of mine, Cindy and Sam, were in the church youth group. They invited 
me to go to the beach for a retreat. While I wasn’t actively seeking God, I do love the 
beach, so I went. One of the other kids in the group was a girl with mental disabilities. At 
the retreat, the youth leader, Gary, talked a lot about God’s love for everyone, and 
especially for the outcasts. I don’t remember the verses he talked about, but they 
probably included John 3:16 and the Sermon on the Mount. That resonated with me 
because it was something I had always felt – having felt like an outsider many times, I 
had always been protective of others in that position.  
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Anyway, that night, the girl with mental disabilities had a nightmare and woke us all 
up with her screaming. In high school, when something like that happens, usually the 
reaction isn’t great – laughter, avoidance, disgust, etc. But this group of Christian teens 
surrounded the girl with comforting words, encouragement, and hugs. They stayed with 
her until she fell back to sleep. They loved her the way Gary had described God’s love. 

 

The next night I went out to look at the ocean waves crashing on the beach. I prayed 
to God from my heart for the first time. I said, “God, if you can change the hearts of 
teens so that they love the unlovable, maybe you can love me and fill the emptiness in 
my heart. Please come into my heart and give meaning and purpose to my life.” 

 

Nothing amazing happened immediately, but I did have more peace and less 
depression. I returned to church and the youth group. I read the Bible cover to cover. I 
started the journey of faith I am still on today. Over the years, there have been other 
significant turning points – repenting of sins, surrendering doubts, accepting His grace – 
but this was the first, and it happened because the Holy Spirit had changed the hearts of 
some teenagers in a way that was unmistakeable. 

 
 

Inside of every one of us who is all in / who have put everything we have into Jesus, dwells the power of 
life just waiting to flow out to a dying and hurting world. The river that flowed out of the temple made 
alive the Dead Sea.  Kathy’s example is just one way that can happen.   Can it happen in your life?  Do 
you believe that? 

 
I want to offer some possible ways we can apply this.  Look for where you see the Holy Spirit already 
moving and join in.  The Holy Spirit is moving among us here at the BARN in some amazing ways.  Youth 
ministry / Center for Renewal team / Deacons / Elders / Trustees / On our worship team / In our small 
groups.  This is a great time to be here at the BARN.  But outside the BARN, in parachurch organizations  
/the  Crisis Pregnancy Center / Youth Challenge / Master’s School / The Holy Spirit is working.  Is God 
calling you to join the outflow of life giving water from within you with others. 

 
Perhaps you see an area where the HS needs to bring life and God has given you a vision for that.  He’s 
not calling you to do that alone.  Pray for God to bring together a team who shares your vision.  He 
doesn’t want us to do this alone.   

 
Perhaps you are already part of such a group.  Can you begin to see yourselves as instruments of the 
Holy Spirits life giving  flow  – joining what is coming from you with what is coming with others to bring 
life to a thirsty and parched world? 

 
God does not just give His Holy Spirit to just sit around inside of you.  The Spirit is given so that He could 
flow through you in such a way that would bring life to a dying world / to bring healing to a broken 
world. 
 
Let’s pray 


