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Scripture 

John 17  
20 

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, 

21 
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 

they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 

The glory 
that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 
23 

I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 
know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 
 
Introduction 

 
Good morning.  This is an exciting week here at The BARN as we launch a new sermon 
series.  Over the past 7 months we have been focusing on Jesus – each week the 
speaker was asked to preach on an aspect of Jesus that captured his passion.  We saw 
this in part as a way to equip us to fulfill a part of our mission here at The BARN.  Can 
anyone re-state what our mission at The BARN is?  Why does The BARN exist? 
 
The BARN exists to equip people to love God and love others. 
 
The first part of our mission statement is derived from a creed used by the Jews for more 
than three thousand years that summarized the entire law.  It was the first prayer recited in 
the morning and the evening by an observant Jew.  It was the first prayer that you learned 
as a child.  It was called the Shema.   
 

Hear O Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

 
Jesus as a good Jew recited this daily.  But when Jesus was asked to provide a summary 
of the law He didn’t just recite the Shema. He added an addendum to the Shema from 
Leviticus 19:18. 
 

Love your neighbor as yourself  
 
Jesus as the radical rabbi interpreting the Torah added loving others to the Shema.  Jesus 
said that all of the law and the prophets hang on these two: love God and love others.  
And our mission here at The BARN is to equip people to do just that. 
 
It was our goal and is our hope that as we presented various aspects of Jesus that all of 
us would take some steps towards being equipped to love God more.   We are far from 
complete in this process but we as your leaders on Session and the Sermon Planning 
Team feel that it is time to move on to the second prong of this mission statement: we 
need to be equipped to love others.  And God is very clear in His the word, that our loving 
others begins but must not end with loving one another in the fellowship of believers.  So 
we will be beginning with love within our community and then move on to those outside 
our fellowship.  



2 
 

Prayer 

The Exegesis  

Context  

Eighteen months ago, during our sermon series on the Spiritual Disciplines I encouraged 
us to take notes.  You have in your bulletin a place to take notes.  I also give you 
permission to throw them away when you leave here.  All the research shows that your 
retention is greatly enhanced just by writing down what you here.  You don’t have to 
review them afterwards.  That’s not the primary reason to take notes.   
 
Let’s dig into our passage today and see what Jesus would have to teach us. 
 
We have to first keep in mind as we read this scripture that this prayer is being prayed 
right before Jesus’ arrest.  He had  very little time left alone with His Father.  As we have 
seen over the past several months, Jesus cherished His alone time with His Father.  He 
made it His custom and His habit to get away and be alone with His Father.  So with very 
little time left before His arrest how does He spend it?  He starts with a dialog with His 
Father about how the mission went.(vs 4,6-8)  And then (vs 9) He begins to pray for / to 
petition the Father for his disciples.  In vs 11, He prays that they “would be one even as 
we are one.”  He prays that they would be set apart (or sanctified) for the work.  And He 
prays for their sending out into the world on mission. 
 
Then in verse 20 He starts praying for us.  He makes a distinction between His current 
followers and those who would follow Him because of their witness.   
 
What would you do if you knew you had very little time left to live?  How would you spend 
your time praying?  I think we would be praying for what is most important for us.  Look 
closely at these 4 verses.  There are a lot of good things that Jesus could be praying for.  
 
Do we see Him praying for us to be well fed?  Father send them quality preachers who 
would teach them Your word? 
 
Do we see Him praying for us to be provided for materially?  Father I know that financing 
this mission will be tough?  Father send provision for them. Send them balance budgets. 
 
Do we see that He prays for their protection?  Father, I am sending them out among 
wolves.  Some of them are going to be thrown  to the lions.  Protect them Father. 
 
Looking as these 4 verses, knowing that Jesus has very little time left to be alone with His 
Father before His death, what is on His heart?  What is the petition that Jesus is offering 
up to His Father. 
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 That they may be one 
 
He had prayed that in verse 11 for His existing disciples.  Now He prays it again for us.   In 
fact it is so important he repeats the same prayer three times. Don’t ever worry about 
repeating yourself in prayer.  Jesus did it. We see in verse 21 “that they may all be one.”   
Not just pockets of unity.  But that all of His followers who come after the apostles would 
be one.  Catholics, Protestants, Orthodox; Calvinist, Arminians, The entire church. Verse 
22 “that they may be one even as we are one.”.  Here Jesus sets the bar extremely high.  
Not just a superficial unity but the unity that exists in the trinity.  As the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit are three unique and diverse persons yet one in purpose and heart, for 
this Jesus is praying. And then a third time in verse 23 “that they may become perfectly 
one.”   As many of you know, the word “perfect” when used in the New Testament does 
not mean flawless but more along the lines of complete. Notice that He prays for the 
process / for the journey/ He is praying for our “becoming”.  That we would start the 
journey so that all of us would move towards a complete unity. 
 
Is there any question in our minds what is important to Jesus here?  The unity of all of His 
followers.  A deep and perfect unity that reflects the perfect unity in the diversity exhibited 
in the trinity.  We are going unpack that over the next few weeks.   
 
But family, do we hear Jesus’ heart beat?  Do we hear His prayer poured out to His 
Father?  
 
Jesus is praying for the unity of His followers and that is the first prong of the title of this 
new sermon series.   
 

That we may be one …  
 
We hope, over the next six months or so to become equipped to love others : starting first 
with the body.    

Purpose / End of this Unity 

 
There is a lot to unpack about this and we intend to take the time necessary. What does 
unity look like? How does it lead to community?  What are the best practices / the 
disciplines that foster and nurture unity and community and rich fellowship?  What kind of 
things destroy unity and community?    We are looking to become a place where in the 
words of Bill Hybels  
 
 We know and are known 
  We love and are loved 
   We serve and are served 
    We celebrate and are celebrated. 
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But there is another thing we need to understand about this prayer.  What is the end goal 
of this unity that Jesus is praying for?  Look again at these 4 verses. 
 
In these 4 verses why is Jesus praying for unity for us?  He says it twice 
 
Verse 21 “so that the world may believe that you have sent” 
 
Verse 23 “so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 
me.” 
 
Jesus is praying for the church that our unity and our love for one another would be so 
visible that the world would know and believe that Jesus was who He said He was.  And 
that the world would know that the Father loves the church.  We can sit in the stands 
carrying a John 3:16 sign telling the world that God loves them.  But Jesus is praying that 
the world wouldn’t see a sign but see the church.  The church would be so united in our 
love for one another, that the world would see it and both believe and know that the Father 
loves them because they see that the Father loves the church.  That’s the second prong of 
our sermon series:   
 
That we may be one … that the world may be won.  
 
As leave today, the ushers will give you a refrigerator magnet that has our theme on it and 
today’s scripture.  Every time you go into the refrigerator, I want you to echo that prayer.   

Do we see Jesus’ Prayer Answered? 

 
This is now the tough part of this sermon.  Do we see Jesus’ prayer being answered in the 
church worldwide?  Do we see it locally – in the Farmington Valley?  Here in Simsbury?  
Do we see it here at The BARN? Remember the prayer is not just for little pocket’s of unity 
– but that they “all may be one.” And we are not talking about a shallow unity.  We are 
talking about becoming “perfect in unity” as exhibited in the Trinity.  Do we see the journey 
of “becoming” one? 
 
I don’t need to tell you about the disunity in global church: that there are over 40,000 
denominations worldwide.   That there are parts of the church that don’t even talk to each 
other.  Or how about the disunity here in the Valley.  How connected are we here at The 
BARN with our brothers and sisters at Valley Brook or New Life in Christ or the Methodist 
church?  Does the Farmington Valley look at us and say “My how these churches love one 
another.”  Do we believe that this is even possible? 
 
I cannot believe otherwise.  I don’t believe that Jesus would have spent so much of his 
precious alone time with His Father praying for this if it couldn’t happen.   I believe that 
God is calling us here to a new level of unity so that we can be part of the answer to Jesus 
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prayer?  I believe that this unity and oneness that Jesus is praying for needs to be 
manifest in a new way in our families, in our small groups, in our committees and teams, 
in our life together as church and in our life together with other churches.  And I believe 
that if we get this right – and getting this right means that we start becoming one, our unity 
will have an impact on our community. Two reasons I believe this. I believe it because 
Jesus said it. 
 
I also believe it because it has happened before and it can happen again.  It happened in 
the early church.  I believe that a major reason the church exploded on the scene in the 
first few centuries was because Jesus’ prayer was being answered.  We see it in the first 
few chapters of Acts where the church was so united that they didn’t see any of their 
possessions as their own. Luke records how together the early church was and how the 
world held them in “high esteem.”  And the result was that “more than ever believers were 
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women.” (Acts 5:13-14). And that unity and 
love continued on for several centuries.  It was not perfect but was being perfected. Let 
me give two illustrations from a few centuries later. 
 
In 200 AD, Tertullian who was an early church father wrote that the Romans would look at 
the church and say : 'Look, how they love one another'.  The Romans describe the church 
that way?  Is anyone saying that of us today? 
 
There were two very contagious plagues that swept through the Mediterranean during the 
2

nd
 and 3

rd
 centuries which wiped out large segments of the population.  Christians 

became known to the world for their service to the sick and dying.  There are Roman 
records of government officials describing how the Christians were better at caring for the 
sick and dying who were not of the faith than the Romans were for caring for their own.  
The non-Christians would throw the sick and dying out into the street because they were 
contagious and the Christians would unite together and care for these non-Christians.  
This was not a task for lone ranger Christians.  They did it together. 
 
It has happened before.  It can happen again.  I am not trying to appeal to some by gone 
era as if to say that this was the golden age of unity among Christians. We saw it here at 
The BARN in the early days of this church. There was a unity of heart and mind and 
purpose.  People just loved spending time with each other.  It changed the culture around 
them. I am not pretending that all was well back in those days – longing for the way we 
were -  but just trying to let you know that it can happen in a very corrupt culture.  And it 
happened before and it can happen again. The unity exhibited among Christians can 
impact the world. 
 
But I also want us to know that that the stakes are high.  They are very high.  Our culture 
is on a trajectory for self destruction.  If the world ever needed to know and believe that 
Jesus is who He said He was, it is now.  Over the next couple of weeks we’ll hear from 
some of you who are or were on the front lines of the battle.  The stakes are high – but I 
believe that this little church can make a difference if we could be part of the answer to 
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Jesus’ prayer.  Let’s start on that road today with a first step.  Jesus, in our passage this 
morning gives us one of the first steps for us to take to help us be part of the answer to 
Jesus’ prayer. 
 
Look with me back a verse 22  

22 
The glory that you have given me I have given to them, 

that they may be one even as we are one, 
 
And notice that little word : “that” 
 
It is a subordinating conjunction that means “for the purpose of” or “in order that”.  Jesus is 
prescribing our first step towards being the answer to His prayer for unity.    Notice what 
He says:  Father you have given me glory and I have given them that glory for the purpose 
of / in order that they may be one. 
 
What in the world does that mean? We have received the glory that the Father gave Jesus 
so that we can become a better community? What does glory mean in this context? 
 
In simple terms, glory means to honor or highly esteem or to give weight to.  To say “We 
give God glory” simply means that we give Him honor and esteem. We give more weight 
to His words and His actions than we do others.   When we say that we want to glorify 
God, it means that we want to give Him the honor due His name / to give weight to His 
words / His actions. If we substitute honor and esteem into Jesus words we get the 
following: 
 
 
The glory honor and esteem that you have given me I have given to them, that they may 
be one even as we are one, 
 
Jesus is saying: Father You have honored and esteemed me and I have honored and 
esteemed them.  They have seen me model this with You and with them.  I did this so that 
now they would  honor and esteem each other and through that become one.  Paul 
captured the essence of this when he said: 
 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 
12:10) 
 
One first step that we can take today is to begin to take the honor and esteem that Jesus 
has modeled for us and begin to honor and esteem one another.  What would that look 
like? Let me share two examples: 
 
George Whitefield and John Wesley 
 
George Whitefield was the great Anglican evangelist from the 18

th
 century.  He was a 

staunch Calvinist which meant he believed in the 5 points of Calvinism: Total Depravity of 
man – which means there is nothing we can do on our own to come to God – it all 
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depends upon God drawing us ; the unconditional election – God chooses who He 
chooses, the limited atonement of the cross – Jesus didn’t die for everyone , God’s 
irresistible grace – You cannot resist God’s Grace and the perseverance of the saints – 
which means that once you are saved, you cannot lose your salvation.   John Wesley, the 
founder of the Methodists, did not hold these five tenants of Calvinism.  They held very 
different views on what it means to be a Christian and differed on every one of these five 
points of Calvinism.  And there was great tension and hatred between Calvinists and 
Arminians in those days. 
 
One day a man came up to Whitefield and asked him if he thought that he would see 
Wesley in heaven.  Whitefield said that “Sadly, he didn’t think so.” The other man rejoiced 
in Whitefield’s answer because he despised the Methodists.  Whitefield gave him a minute 
to rejoice and then surprised him.   
 
“No I probably won’t see Mr. Wesley in heaven.  He will be so close to the very throne of 
God, that I probably won’t be able to get near him.” 
 
Can we in the church, can we here at The BARN learn to honor those we disagree with 
like that?  What would it look like if husbands and wives; brothers and sisters learned to 
honor one another like that?   What if those we are at odds with, learned to give weight to 
other people’s words and ideas and values; to honor them for who they are.  How do we 
treat people when we see them?  When they come into the room? When they come 
home?  Do we honor them?  Do we give weight to their words. 
 
We are going to start on that journey.  This week, we have put up a bulletin board along 
side the well where we are going to begin one way to honor each other.    There will be an 
opportunity to mark up one of these jewels with the name of the person and why you are 
honoring them and placing it on the bulletin board.  Pick someone who is not up front but 
someone who serves Jesus behind the scenes.  That’s just a very small start – but it is a 
start.   
 
I want to pick one this morning – and I’m sorry if it embarrasses you – but I want to honor 
one of you this morning [Walk into the congregation and pick one person and thank them 
and honor them for who they are and how they have impacted my life and this church] 
 
Let’s start this week in being part of Jesus’ answer to His prayer that He prayed during His 
last alone time with His Father.  An answer to His prayer for unity.  Who can you honor 
this week?  Pick just one person.  Ask God to give you a specific way that you can honor 
that person this week.  Surprise them.  Be creative.  Jesus has honored you by granting 
you access to the very throne of grace.  How might you this week honor someone you 
know?   


