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So That … 

Scripture  

 

John 17:20-23 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 

you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 

we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 

world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.  

 

Introduction 

 

A number of years ago, a book came out that captured the attention of the American 

public.  It started with the phrase: It’s not about you. 

 

The book went on to be the best selling non-fiction hardback in all of history.  Anyone 

remember the book?  It was written by a pastor from California clad in Hawaiian shirt. 

 

The Purpose Driven Life written by Pastor Rick Warren began with that phrase because 

that phrase assumes that there is purpose to life.  The “It” is the world / our life.  Our life 

and the world around us is not all about us.  But it is about something.  And that 

something speaks of the great purposes of God.  The book goes on to lay out some of 

these great purposes of God and helps the reader find God’s purpose for our life. 

 

Warren obviously hit a responsive chord with us with that theme.  Deep down we long 

for a greater purpose to our lives.  We want to live for something greater than ourselves 

even though we know that at the core of our being we are selfish and if we’re honest 

want everything to be about us.   

 

Knowing that there is a greater purpose can radically change us.  You may remember 

hearing about the murderer who was changed when he heard that God had a purpose 

for his life. 
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Back in 2005  a murderer who was on trial for rape, escaped from the court room and 

forced his way into Ashley Smith’s home.  During the ordeal, Ashley read from The 

Purpose Driven Life to her captor. After seven hours the man released her and turned 

himself in. 

 

Knowing that there is purpose behind what we do can have a profound impact on us. 

 

Five months ago we started on a journey together to learn what it means to have unity 

in community.  We started by seeing that Jesus took time just before his arrest to pray 

for us – that we would be one – perfectly one.  Then we went on to see that this 

oneness was to be modeled by the unity in the life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

With that as our foundation we looked at some of the best practices of Christian 

community.  Honoring one another / Loving as Jesus loved / Watching how God 

applauds other people / Forgiving one another and letting go of unforgiveness.  We 

have looked at the role of breaking bread together, speaking the truth in love, living in 

the light, forbearing one another, practicing unity is essentials, liberty in non-essentials, 

and love in everything. 

 

The past five months we have been looking at Jesus desire’ for our unity in community.  

He doesn’t just  desire more and better individual Christians living in isolation.  Jesus 

envisions a vibrant community, pulsating with forgiveness, loud with celebration, loving 

one another and loving our neighbor.   

 

Let’s imagine that we were incredibly successful and we became a place that echo’s 

with God’s applause and our applause for God – where we keep short accounts – 

where we love as Jesus loved. To what end?  What is the purpose of building unity in 

community at the BARN.  To what end do we engage in these best practices of 

Christian community?  Our text today addresses these very questions.  The text is the 

same one we started with at the beginning of this series.  But this time we are going to 

see how Jesus answers these questions.   

 

Let’s pray 

Exegesis 

 

We are going to start with a little in depth analysis – so fasten your seat belts.   

 

There is a little word that Jesus uses 6 times in our passage today and it is rendered 

either as “that” or “so that” in our translation.  I have highlighted the word in our text in 
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yellow.  It is used over 600 times in the New Testament and in almost every case it is a 

flag that is suppose to get our attention: 

 

ATTENTION: This is important because what comes next depends upon what went 

before. Make sure you tie these two together. 

 

This little word used in our passage means 

 for the purpose that  

in order that 

so that 

 

Jesus has filled this prayer with pointers to some of the great purposes of God.  Why is 

He praying this?  To what end is He talking to the Father about us.   In your handout I 

have broken these six occurrences into two triads of purpose to show you their parallels 

and their differences   A triad is just a group of three connected things.  So Jesus prayer 

breaks into two triads or groupings of three purposes. 

 

Jesus is Asking/Praying 

So that we might all be one as the Trinity is one 

So that we might be in the Trinitarian dance 

So that World might believe that the Father sent the Son 

Jesus has given us the Father’s glory 

So that we might be one as the Trinity is one 

So that we might be perfected in unity 

  So that World might know that the Father sent the Son and loved 

them 

 

The similarities in purpose are pretty obvious: Jesus is doing two things so that we, His 

followers would be one and that that oneness would be modeled after what perfectly 

goes on between the Father and the Son.  That is the same in both of these triads.   

And the final outcome of this unity is similar - that the world would know and believe that 

the Father sent the Son.  

 

There is another similarity that might not be so obvious.  The verbs that Jesus uses are 

all verbs of contingency.  I have highlighted these verbs in aqua.  This verb form is 

rarely used in the New Testament.  Yet here it is 6 times.   Grammatically it’s known as 

“Present Subjective Active.”    This is just a fancy way of saying that the present reality 

is contingent upon / dependent upon future development. 

 

Let me give you a couple examples of this Present Subjective Active in English: 
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 You might eat some spinach 

 You might get sick. 

 

Each of these present actions is dependent upon some future development.   In other 

words Jesus is saying:  These are not “done deals.”  In the same way that “eating 

spinach” and “getting sick” are not done deals, they are contingent / dependent. Just 

because Jesus is asking the Father, doesn’t mean that we will become one. We might 

become one.  Just because we become one doesn’t mean that the world will know and 

believe.  The world might believe.  It is contingent upon future developments.   There is 

divine initiative in this prayer – Jesus is asking / Jesus is giving us His glory – And there 

is divine purpose in Him doing that.  The unity of community and the world believing in 

Jesus would not happen if He did not ask the Father or if He did not give us His glory.  

But this divine initiative does not guarantee the results. The end result depends upon 

some future development.  Each of the three “so that’s” are followed by a contingent 

verb.  We still have to choose to exercise the best practices of Christian community.  

We still have to make Him known to the world.  And the world is still given the 

responsibility to receive this knowledge and to believe. 

 

Jesus is saying something important here by repeating 6 times this rare verb form.  

Basically in this little portion of Jesus’ prayer he is making a theological statement.  He 

is saying that God’s sovereignty does not do violence to man’s free will.  God’s 

sovereignty does not eliminate the contingency of man’s actions.  We are not 

automatons – forced to have unity or forced to know and believe Jesus.  No – they are 

dependent upon our actions.   

 

This is the same Jesus who says: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 

me draws him.”  John 6:44 and Luke 10:22 “ … no one knows … who the Father is 

except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”  In these 

statements, Jesus seems to be saying it is “all God’s” initiative / God’s sovereignty.   But 

in Jesus prayer, our unity and the world believing and knowing Jesus are not 

guaranteed because of God’s initiative … they are contingent / dependent upon some 

future actions.    Clearly Jesus is not contradicting Himself.  He is just telling us that: 

Yes it totally depends on God’s initiative.  No one can know Jesus unless He chooses to 

reveal Himself.  But in God’s economy, we too have a role to play in that.  This is very 

clear in today’s passage. 

 

How does this affect us?  In two ways.  As followers of Jesus, we can put the “knowing 

and believing in Jesus” all upon God.  Whether my neighbor becomes a follower of 

Jesus is all up to God.  And that can cause us to become passive.  Of course the other 
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extreme is equally dangerous when I think it is all up to me.  In this little prayer, Jesus is 

saying it is both.  He is saying “I want you to work with me on building unity in 

community. Let’s work together in making Me known to the world so that they would 

believe.” 

 

My best friend growing up was my roommate in college for two years.  After I became a 

Christian I shared how God had come into my life.  He had been raised as a 

deterministic Calvinist.  He told me, “If God wants to save me, He has my permission.  I 

don’t have to do anything to make it happen.”    Jesus doesn’t make any room for that 

kind of theology in this prayer. 

 

There is much confusion about this in the body of Christ.  And it directly effects 

everything we talk about in this part of sermon series.  What role does God’s 

sovereignty play in our call to make disciples… to make Jesus known … to enable our 

neighbor to believe because of my word?   J. I. Packer did a good job attempting to 

bring clarity in his little book “Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God.” 

 

Just last Friday an old friend visited me in the office.  This friend was deeply wounded at 

a very early age and she has made some very bad choices. She has needed much 

healing over the years.  That healing is still on-going.  When she described how her 

second marriage broke up, she said:  “He had to leave me.  It was God’s path for my 

healing.”  Now it may well be true that God used his leaving to facilitate additional 

healing in her life, but that is very different than ascribing to God’s will a deliberate 

action of sin. 

 

Without a clear understanding of God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility in other 

people becoming Christians, it will create ambivalence in us.  Making Jesus known is 

hard work.  The enemy will work hard to thwart it.  If we don’t understand that God can 

be fully sovereign and yet require a role for us in our neighbor coming to know Jesus, it 

will dramatically affect our efforts in evangelism. 

 

As Presbyterians, the Westminster Confession provides a clear statement of God’s 

sovereignty but then goes on to say that in that sovereignty :  

 

“neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures; nor 

is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away.”   

 

Sound’s like they read Jesus’ prayer! 
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Application 

 

Let’s see if we can boil this down simply.  In this prayer Jesus is praying for us to be one 

– to have unity in community – so that the world would be given the opportunity to know 

Jesus.  Our job is to together make Him known and enabling them to believe into Jesus.  

And we are to do it together. So how do we apply this? 

 

I rewrote this section at least 7 times trying to get it right.  At first, I wanted to tell you 

“How can we make Jesus known?  What is to be the content of our message? ”  But 

then I realized that is what part III of this sermon series is going to address.  It is our 

hope that at the end of this part of our series, that God will have both motivated and 

equipped all of us to join in on one of God’s great purposes in the earth – to make Jesus 

known to the world – together.  Over the next three weeks we are going to kick this off 

by looking at three essentials to making Him known – Going / Giving / Praying.  Then 

over the next several months we will be looking in more detail at how we can make Him 

known together.   

 

So what is our take away today?  The Holy Spirit is trying to get our attention by pointing 

us to God’s purposes – these 6 “So that”’s in this little prayer.  Stephen Covey in his 

great book – Seven Habits of Highly Effective People – tells us that the first and 

greatest principle of being effective at anything is to begin with the end in mind.  In other 

words, know where this is all going.  Know that there is a purpose.  God has given us 

His glory.  He has adopted us into His family.  We could just sit and meditate on that for 

the rest of our lives.  But Jesus says emphatically. NO!  I have given you this “So That”   

Begin your walk with Jesus with the end in mind.  Not isolated angels sitting on isolated 

clouds playing harps.  But a community that pulsates with the life of God.  I can honestly 

say I think this happening here at the BARN. Maybe not perfectly.  But wonderfully.  

Praise God. 

 

And knowing that there is a purpose to our unity in community – a purpose that points 

beyond ourselves - a unity so that the world would know and believe in Jesus – that our 

life together is not about us – has to get our attention.   This purpose of our community 

life should radically change the way we do church. It should radically change the way 

we look at our family life.  It should radically change the way we look at our marriages.  

What if with every activity of the church we kept in mind this purpose?  What if every 

song we sang / every prayer we prayed / every committee meeting / every community 

gathering, we began with the end in mind.  So that…   
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What if everything we did as a family began with the end in mind – so that… What if we 

looked at the incredible unity that God gives us when two become one flesh and we say 

– we have been given this unity so that… 

 

What if…in everything we do, we remembered – it’s not about us.  We are called to 

unity in community so that … 

  

As I prayed for each of you about this sermon the past few days, several times I got the 

word “Overwhelmed” when I came to a name in the church directory.  You might be 

listening and saying: “It sounds good Bob, but you don’t know my job situation / my 

marriage / my kids.  I am overwhelmed right now with everything on my plate and you 

want me to “make Jesus known” in addition.”  Not knowing how to respond, I asked the 

Father how to respond to those who are overwhelmed.  As best as I can discern His 

voice, I thought I heard Him say “I don’t want them to walk alone in this.  I want to do it 

together with them and with others. It’s in My body that they will make Me known” 

 

Let’s pray. 


