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Your God is too Small Big 
The transforming power of the God who became 

small and insignificant 

Introduction 

 

This Sunday is the 1
st
 Sunday in Advent. We are in the second week of our Advent Sermon Series – 

Let’s see second week of Advent Sermon Series – 1
st
 week of Advent – O yah – I forgot – it’s a secret   

 

Last week we looked at how we can know that Jesus was God.  – we concluded that we cannot reason 

our way into this – every one who comes to know the Jesus of Christmas – comes by supernatural 

revelation.  Not just a one time encounter – but a life filled with divine encounters with Jesus. This 

morning in the lighting of the Advent candle, did you hear Elizabeth describe such an encounter? 

 

But these encounters don’t come out of the 

blue – generally they don’t come while we 

sit and wait for them to happen. We are 

called to be like the shepherds and the wise 

men – to go find Him.   

 

This week at an un-named Christian school, 

some children were lined up in the cafeteria. 

At the head of one of the tables was a large 

pile of apples.  There was a note posted on 

the apple tray, "Take only one. God is 

watching." 

 

At the other end of the table was a large pile 

of chocolate chip cookies.  A child had 

written a note, "Take all you want. God is 

watching the apples." 

 

We laugh – but a lot of times our image of God is that of a God who is watching – just trying to catch 

us doing wrong. This week we are going to look at some of our distorted images of God and how the 

Incarnation (God becoming a man) can transform and heal our image of God. Let’s ask God to come 

and speak this morning – Let’s pray. 

 

Our image of God comes from many sources – oftentimes it comes from our parents – from our early 

church experiences, or from suffering or trauma.  Many of us have distorted ideas about God (our head 

knowledge – He’s distant/not approachable / He doesn’t care / He’s not powerful enough).  Many of us 

have distorted feelings about God (our heart knowledge – excessive fear – deep seated anger).  A 

major reason for God coming to earth is to heal our image of God. 

 

One of the distorted images that affects both our ideas and our feelings about God is the one that 

makes Him too big to care – too big to be involved –  too big to bother with us and our problems – too 
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busy with big things to be bothered.  Does He care about our running out of gas? Our parking spot?  

The balance in our checkbook? The Psalmist captures this thought well: 

 

I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous, 

    your handmade sky-jewelry, 
Moon and stars mounted in their settings. 

    Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, 
Why do you bother with us? 

    Why take a second look our way? 
 

 

 

Ian developed this last week – remember his illustration about slugs  – we don’t show any interest in 

slugs – and we’re more like slugs than God is like us.  Why would God show interest in us – What is 

man – that thou are mindful of him? 

 

I suspect most of us can identify with the Psalmist – I know that I do.  He’s watching – but at a 

distance – not really involved. 

 

There was a popular song in the early 90’s that Bette Midler recorded entitled “From a Distance” that 

captures this.  Let’s refresh your memory and just listen to the last portion of that song. 

 

From a distance you look like my friend 

Even though we are at war 

From a distance I just cannot comprehend 

What all this fighting is for 

 

From a distance there is harmony 

And it echoes through the land 

It's the hope of hopes, it's the love of loves 

It's the heart of every man 

 

It's the hope of hopes, It's the love of loves 

It's the song of every man 

 

And God is watching us, God is watching us 

God is watching us from a distance 

 

Do you hear her image of life? Of God?  Things look better from a distance.  I look better – You look 

better from a distance.  God is so far away – even I look good to Him – at a distance.   

 

We experience something similar with people – people who do big things – powerful leaders – often 

are distant from the low level details.  To be involved in the low level details is seen as a deficiency for 

a true leader.  Like when our boss starts to “micro-manage” something at work.  

 

We know that those who are higher up ought not to do that.    
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And we transfer that attitude towards God.  We think that He’s too busy running the universe.  I cannot 

bother Him with this.  We don’t turn things over to Him - not because He is too small – but because He 

is too big. 

The Scripture John 1:3-4 

Our scripture passage today and our reflection upon the incarnation tells a different story. 

 
3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
 

John paints this picture of Jesus – through whom and by whom all things – all things were created. 

Then he boggles our minds by following it with a picture of Jesus who – became a man – became flesh 

– moved into our neighborhood  - became a single cell in Mary’s womb. 

What nano-Creation tells us about God 

I want to take us on a journey.  As we reflect upon John’s words – that all things were created by Him / 

all things came into being through Him – I want us to take a journey into the nano creation – a take off 

from the movie about the Powers of 10.  We are going to start with a picture in a park – and with each 

successive frame step into a picture ten times smaller with each step. 

 

And as we do this I want to do a simple liturgy with you – I want you to repeat after me – “God is not 

too big to inhabit this space.”  Try it – it’s easy.  We’ll repeat that every frame. 

 

 

 

 

We start at a frame of 1 meter (about 3 feet).  This is where most of us live – everything looks pretty 

familiar – and now repeat our liturgy – “God is not too big to inhabit this space.” 

 

 

Next we step into a tenth of a meter – about four inches.  This is where those of us who are near 

sighted live. 

 

 

Next we go ten times smaller – a centimeter – less than half an inch – still familiar – and again “God is 

not too big to inhabit this space.” 

 

 

Now ten times smaller – a millimeter – now we see God’s creative hand in something as intricate as a 

fly’s eye. 

 

 

Ten times smaller again – a  tenth of a millimeter – and we see that the fly’s eye is made up of 100’s of 

smaller eyes each with a light sensitive lens.  And “God is not too big to inhabit this space.” 
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Ten times smaller again – and we see a tiny bristle that provides sensory input to the eye.  Remember 

this detail the next time you swat one of these pests. 

 

Ten times smaller again – and we see where the bristle connects to the surface of the eye – and “God is 

not too big to inhabit this space.” 

 

Smaller still – and we see the intricate and minute detail that God created – all things came into being 

through Him 

 

Ten times small still – and we see a virus in the eye – “apart from Him nothing came into being that 

has come into being.” – and “God is not too big to inhabit this space.” 

 

Ten times smaller still – Now we are down to the famous double helix of the DNA – incredibly in 

these strands is the entire genetic book on this fly. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ten times smaller still – now we are outside of the visible – these are artist renderings. We step from 

the DNA to an actual molecule made up of atoms. – and “God is not too big to inhabit this space.” 

 

Ten times smaller again – and we are penetrating the outer cloud of the electron shell of the carbon 

atom. 

 

Ten times again – now we are at the inner cloud of the electron shell. “God is not too big to inhabit this 

space.” 

 

Ten times again – and now there is  – for the first time – empty space – except the small glimpse of the 

nucleus of the atom in the far distance.  One of the major breakthroughs of the 20
th

 century was the 

discovery that even empty space needs to be created and is not really empty 

 

Ten times smaller again – we’re getting closer to the nucleus – but still a lot of empty space - – and 

“God is not too big to inhabit this space.” 
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Finally we get to the nucleus of the carbon atom. 

 

Two more to go – again ten times smaller – we drill down to the surface of a proton. 

 

One more image – ten times smaller.  We are not at what are considered the building blocks of the 

universe - gluons and quarks.  – and “God is not too big to inhabit this space.”   

 

So what does this mean for us?  As a minimum, God is very involved in the most minute details of our 

lives.  Paul says that 

 In Him all things hold together
1
 

 

God is in the space between the quarks and gluons – the protons and neutrons.   He is not watching 

from a distance. Apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  He’s moved right 

into the neighborhood.  We have to allow the nano-creation to re-form our image of God.  We know 

that God must be big – but he is not so big to know and care about  the balance in your check book – or 

the number of the hairs on your head – or my wandering thoughts when I day dream during sermons..  

And this knowledge should shape the way we live. 

What the Manger says to us about God 

The incarnation also helps shape our image of God 

 

It is hard for us – no I would say it is impossible for us to imagine the creator God inhabiting a manger.  

Even more impossible to imagine submitting Himself to be placed into the single cell– you can fit 

10,000 of these single cells on the head of a pin – Jesus – the Word who was God and was with God – 

became so small – so insignificant. 

 

That is mind boggling.  It is staggering.  It is irrational. But it is true! 

 

Why did God do this? – Why indeed? 

 

I don’t want to jump to a simplistic answer to this – we need to spend time reflecting on these facts.  

But we do know that Jesus said – 

 

 When you’ve seen me – you’ve seen the Father
2
 

 

When Jesus came as a baby, he was not disguising who God is, he was revealing who God is. The God 

who is willing to enter into the small.  The Jesus of Christmas needs to re-shape and heal our image of 

God.   A God who freely and willing choose to associate with us slugs –to become one of us slugs – 

how much does that tell us about His love for us?  A kind of love that is so un-imaginable that it’s 

irrational to our minds. 

 

As  Madeleine L'Engle has said 

                                                 
1
 Colossians 1:17 

2
 John 14:9 
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This is the irrational season 

When love blooms bright and wild 

Had Mary been filled with reason 

There'd be no room left for the child.  

 

How does the Manger change us? 

I have found that as I have soaked in these mysteries – I haven’t come up with profound new truths – 

but I have found comfort and connection with my Lord and my God.  How do we feel when a good 

friend does something that shows he or she knows something of minute detail about us?  We feel loved 

and deeply cared for.  And then imagine if it was someone important and powerful – who took the time 

to know these details.   

 

Let me give you an example of God’s deep involvement in a very insignificant detail  from my life. 

 

Growing up I had a deep love for space.  I studied it.  I wanted to be an astronaut.  The second thing I 

bought with my paper route money was a little 2” telescope – It cost $30 dollars.  I would often set the 

alarm in the early morning  and point my little telescope to the heavens.  As I got older, I set my eyes 

on a new telescope.  I was 14.  It was 6 inch beauty.  It had a clock drive – that allowed it to 

automatically track the galaxies and planets.  I had the money –  It cost about a semester of college 

tuition that I was saving for.  My parents didn’t say no – but they made it very clear what they thought 

I should do. And so I didn’t buy it. 

 

Fast forward 8 years.  I had become a Christian and moved out here.  On my first visit with John Hunn, 

our pastor at the time, I noticed that he had a telescope in his office.  We talked and he told me that it 

belonged to the Master’s School but that I was welcome to use it.  When I went over to look at it – I 

saw that it was the exact same telescope that I had longed for as a teen-ager.  Same make and model – 

same clock drive. 

 

For years after that, I used to come over here and spend hours panning the heavens – looking at the 

wonders of God’s creation. The rings of Saturn.  The moons of Jupiter.   

 

 

Andromeda .  The realms of the galaxy.   

 

 

You know – God could have provided me any telescope – in fact he didn’t need to provide any at all.  

But seeing His great attention to detail – I knew I was cared for.  The God of this vast universe wasn’t 

distantly watching – he watching to fulfill the wish of a young man.  

 

Where in your life have you made God too big? 

 

What are the areas of your life where you need the image of the manger to re-shape your image of 

God.  Where the God who so loved the world becomes the God who so loves you? God came as a man 

to bring us life and that life was the Light of men.  The life that Jesus brings us is the Light to 

illuminate our darkness.  A big part of our darkness is our broken and distorted image of God. 
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Let’s take some time and allow God to reveal to us – how we have seen him as too big to care about 

the details of our lives.  To show us where we have locked him out because of our wrong image of 

him.  Where we have made him too distant – too big to become involved.  And then I want you to 

write it down on this green slip of paper.  When we take the offering, place it in the offering plate – 

offering it up to God – and asking Him to transform and heal your image of Him. 

{wait in silence] 

 

[closing] Father, we offer up to these distorted images.  Heal them Lord and replace them with the real 

images of You as revealed in Jesus.  Amen 

 

The ushers are now going to take the offering.  God doesn’t want your money – but He does want to 

heal our image of Him.  Wants you to see him as he really is.  If your visiting with us – this offering is 

for the support of this ministry by this body – so we want you to feel comfortable just putting in your 

green slip – Let’s pray  

 


