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Sermon Series: Preaching Jesus 
Sermon: The Enigmatic and Winsome Jesus 
Scripture: Mark 5:21-43 

21  When Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side, a large 
crowd gathered around Him; and so He stayed by the seashore. 22  One 

of the synagogue officials named Jairus *came up, and on seeing Him, *fell 
at His feet 23 and *implored Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at 

the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her, so that she 
will get well and live.” 24 And He went off with him; and a large crowd was 

following Him and pressing in on Him. 

25 A woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, 26 and had endured 

much at the hands of many physicians, and had spent all that she had and 
was not helped at all, but rather had grown worse— 27 after hearing about 

Jesus, she came up in the crowd behind Him and touched His cloak. 28 For 
she thought, “If I just touch His garments, I will get well.” 29 Immediately the 

flow of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed 
of her affliction. 30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in Himself that the power 

proceeding from Him had gone forth, turned around in the crowd and 
said, “Who touched My garments?” 31 And His disciples said to Him, “You see 

the crowd pressing in on You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’” 32 And He 
looked around to see the woman who had done this.33 But the woman fearing 

and trembling, aware of what had happened to her, came and fell down 
before Him and told Him the whole truth. 34 And He said to 

her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of 

your affliction.” 

35 While He was still speaking, they *came from the house of the synagogue 
official, saying, “Your daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher 

anymore?” 36 But Jesus, overhearing what was being spoken, *said to 
the synagogue official, “ Do not be afraid any longer, only believe.” 37 And He 

allowed no one to accompany Him, except Peter and James and John the 
brother of James. 38 They *came to the house of the synagogue official; and 

He *saw a commotion, and people loudly weeping and wailing. 39 And 
entering in, He *said to them, “Why make a commotion and weep? The child 

has not died, but is asleep.” 40 They began laughing at Him. But putting them 

all out, He *took along the child’s father and mother and His own 
companions, and *entered the room where the child was. 41 Taking the child 

by the hand, He *said to her, “Talitha kum!” (which translated means, “Little 
girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl got up and began to walk, 

for she was twelve years old. And immediately they were completely 
astounded. 43 And He gave them strict orders that no one should know about 

this, and He said that something should be given her to eat. 
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Introduction 
Preaching Jesus 
One of the most fascinating questions that comes out of early church history is how did 
the early church spread so rapidly and across such a wide area of the known world. 
How did that small group of 120 disciples hunkered down in the upper room, those 
small groups of Christians hiding in the catacombs of Rome while their friends were 
being fed to the lions in the coliseum, how did they go on to be the dominant force in the 
Roman empire and eventually the known world.   What can we learn from the early 
church about how that happened?   
 
One thing that caught my attention in the book of Acts and in Paul’s epistles is how 
Luke and Paul describe the activity of the early church. Nine places in the New 
Testament, we see Luke and Paul describe what the church did as   “preaching Jesus.”  
I got to thinking “Is that what we do here at the Barn?  Is that what I do when I preach?  
Is that what we do at the Center for Renewal Retreat Ministry?  I thought about Day 
camp – and said yes – I think that’s what we do.  A whole week – we preach Jesus.   
How about on Sunday mornings? Would you describe what we do on Sunday mornings 
as “preaching Jesus?”  I thought back on my almost 40 years here at The Barn  – and 
never to my recollection could I recall a sermon series specifically on getting to know 
Jesus.  Preaching and proclaiming who Jesus is.  We have had individual sermons 
about His incarnation His birth, Advent sermons,  and His resurrection.  But not a multi-
week series to dig into who is this Jesus.  And that’s just what we are going to do over 
the next couple of months.  We are going to be “preaching Jesus.”  Together we are 
going to set off on a journey together to discover afresh or maybe for the first time this 
Jesus who captivated the hearts and minds of the early church.  I hope some of us will 
return to our first love in the process.  
 
My attempt to Get to Know Jesus Better 
 
Let me start by giving a little personal background. About 2 years ago I realized that I 
wanted to go to another level in getting to know Jesus.  I realized that I could tell you 
more about my friends and family than I could about Jesus. I had a well defined 
theological description of Jesus – but I wanted to know him better personally.    So I 
thought it would be a good idea to soak in the words of Jesus and set out to memorize 
all of the words of Jesus in the book of Luke.  Now let me say that memorization does 
not come easy for me.  But I pressed on with it.  
 
But about 6 months ago I had to step back and say – Wait a minute Jesus - I’m not 
getting to know You better in this process.  I am learning your teachings – which is 
good.  But I am not getting to know you.  So I stopped this and went back to what my 
original intent was – to get to know Jesus better.  I began going  through the Gospels 
over and over again – asking the question “What is this revealing about You Lord?”  
“What can I learn about you from this passage?” How can I get to know you better from 
this passage/this story.”  And this has been the most exciting time of Bible study I have 
had since I first became a Christian. 
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In this sermon series I want to dig into some of the insights I have had during this study.  
It is my hope that it can bear fruit in your lives.  That all of us can grow to know this 
Jesus who loves us just a little bit better. N.T. Wright has said: “The Jesus we might 
discover if we really looked is larger, more disturbing, more urgent than we had ever 
imagined.”  If we are going to become a church where Jesus captures our hearts and 
minds, the hearts and minds of our young people, our neighbors, our friends, we need 
to get know everything we can about this Jesus. 
 
This week 
Today’s sermon title is The Enigmatic and Winsome Jesus.  I know – two big words – 
but let’s start by defining them.  Enigmatic sounds a bit like a device sold on late night 
TV that is going to solve something for you.  But it comes from the noun enigma.  The 
Oxford dictionary defines an enigmatic person as one who is difficult to interpret or 
understand; mysterious.  Today we are going to look at some of the difficult to interpret 
and understand aspects of Jesus so that we can get to know Him a little better. 
 
But Jesus is not just enigmatic, He is also winsome.  Winsome doesn’t mean what I first 
thought it meant – somebody who is like the Apostle Paul, who is trying  to win some to 
his cause or a mediocre pitcher on the Red Sox who wins some games.  Winsome 
means “attractive or appealing in appearance of character.”  This is kind of an odd 
mixture.  We usually aren’t attracted or drawn to people who are hard to understand or 
difficult to interpret.  Yet that is what Jesus is: winsome and enigmatic. 
 
Examples of the Enigmatic Jesus 
Let look at three examples of the enigmatic Jesus from this morning’s text. 
 
Retell the story 
Jesus traveling with his disciples. 
Jairus comes and asks Him to come and heal his daughter 
As he travels, a woman touches the hem of his garment 
Jesus senses that power has gone out of him 
He turns and says “Who touched my garments?” 
 
Who touched me – This is a curious statement of Jesus.  The disciples were amazed 
at the fact Jesus asked the question because everyone was touching Him.  But I am 
curious that He asks this question. I would think He knows who touched Him.  In so 
many other parts of the Gospels Jesus seems to know things supernaturally.  After all 
He’s God incarnate.  Doesn’t He know who touched Him?  He knew that the woman at 
the well had 5 husbands (John 4:18).    He knew all about the donkey he was to ride 
into Jerusalem on.  Jesus knew that Judas would betray Him.   
 
But here Jesus says: Who touched me?  Was this a test? Or did He really not know?  
This is one of those mysterious things about Jesus. I don’t think it was a test because 
there are many other places where Jesus shows that He doesn’t have all knowledge.  
Luke tells us that Jesus “grew in wisdom” (Luke 2:52).  The author to the book of 
Hebrews tells us the Jesus “learned obedience.”  When He asked the disciples “who do 
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men say that I am” He was really asking for information that he didn’t have.   As we read 
the gospels we find that sometimes He has miraculous knowledge about things – and 
sometimes not.  This is an enigmatic aspect of Jesus.  
 
We’ll look more at this in a bit but let’s get back to our story -  
Go in Peace – Jesus heals this woman and then says one of the most puzzling things 
to me in the New Testament.  “Go in peace.”  Not “Come follow me.”  Not “Now that you 
are healed, you need to get to know me better. I want to connect you with a Bible study 
in your home synagogue. Here is some material to help you become a disciple of mine. 
You can get more if you check out my web site www.jesus.org.  ”   Go in peace?  And 
this happens over and over again in the gospels.  Jesus has a life changing encounter 
with someone and then seems to just send them on their own.  No follow-up.  Isn’t He 
concerned for their eternal salvation? Think about how many times Jesus never 
mentions being born again or how many times He doesn’t mention eternal life. Isn’t He 
concerned for their on-going discipleship? 
 
Of course He is – but this is just another one of those enigmatic aspects of Jesus.    
 
Let’s look at one more example from our text this morning 
Why are you weeping – Jesus sent the woman off and proceeds to Jairus’ home.  He 
is told not to bother but He continues on anyway.  When He gets to the house he finds a 
whole crowd of mourners weeping and wailing.  Understandable right?  A child has just 

tragically died.  Look at what Jesus says to them: “Why make a commotion and 

weep? The child has not died, but is asleep.”  Now they didn’t know Jesus 
was going to raise her from the dead?  “Why are you weeping?”  What kind 

of response is that?  Jesus what did you expect them to do?  How were they 
to know that you were going to raise her from the dead?  You hadn’t done 

that before.  Yes you have been healing some folks – but raising from the 
dead?   And this is something we see in other places in the Gospels where Jesus 
seems to expect things of people that seem to us completely unreasonable. 
 
So there are three enigmatic things about Jesus from our text today.  And as we soak in 
the stories of the life of Jesus there are many others.  For example  Why for example, 
when Jesus walked on water to the disciples did He went as if He was going to pass 
them by.   Sometimes He makes the ten commandments more difficult to obey and 
other times easier. For example, concerning murder Jesus says “You have heard it said 
you shall not commit murder but I say to you you are not to even get angry towards or 
insult your brother.  Jesus has taken the scriptures and made the rule much more 
restrictive.  But concerning the Sabbath, Jesus made the Sabbath rules much more 
lenient - finally saying that the Sabbath was made for man – not man for the Sabbath.  
Can you imagine me getting up and saying “The Bible says this – but I say to you…”  
You would appropriately never give me the privilege of speak here.   
 
But these are just some examples of the enigmatic Jesus.  The Jesus that is hard to 
figure out.  
 

http://www.jesus.org/
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What can we learn from this? 
First off, we shouldn’t be discouraged – “Oh He’s so hard to understand, I  cannot walk 
with Him.  How can I follow Him?” This is part of the beauty of the Bible as Andrew said 
last week  The Bible reveals real people.  And real people are not easy to understand.  
Real people can appear inconsistent when we don’t really understand them.  Real 
people are enigmatic while we are getting to know them.  Need an example?  How 
many of you husbands really understand your wives?  Or wives your husbands.  How 
about you young people?  Do you understand your parents?   
 
Getting to know Jesus is about developing a relationship – not necessarily figuring them 
out.  When we get to know someone, we are called to draw close to them.  To hear – 
really hear who they are. 
 
So when we find these enigmatic aspects of Jesus, we need to dig in.  These are here 
for us to learn about the real Jesus.  Of the three enigmatic aspects in our story today, 
what can we learn from them? 
 
As we try to understand what Jesus knew and when He knew it (sounds like the subject 
of a congressional hearing)  we are getting a glimpse into the Incarnation / what does it 
mean that Jesus was the incarnate God / God in a bod.  Paul tells us that Jesus 
emptied Himself.  (Phil 2).  And this is not easy to quantify. Did He empty himself of all 
of His divine power?  Of His divine attributes?  What does it mean that Jesus was God – 
fully man and fully God.  As we look into the gospels we are going to see this mixture of 
God and man.  Jesus got tired.  That doesn’t tell us that God gets tired.  We are peering 
into the mystery of God becoming man.  Don’t get discouraged if you cannot figure that 
completely out.  It took 400 years for the early church to be able to express in precise 
well defined language what happened in the incarnation.  And if you study the process 
they went through, it is just fascinating.  What you find is that they wrestled with the 
gospel accounts – and asked “Just who is this Jesus?” and “What does it mean that He 
is the Son of God / God in the flesh?”  That’s my take away from this aspect of Jesus – I 
need to wrestle with His divinity and His humanity.  I need to peer into this mystery of 
the Incarnation.  And as you do, it can only cause you to worship Him more.  That He 
would do such a thing for us.   
 
What can we learn about Jesus from the way He sent the woman home? What can 
we learn from Jesus apparent lack of concern for the discipling of the woman he 
healed?  What we see in Jesus is a recognition that he could trust His heavenly Father 
and the work of the Holy Spirit to complete what He began.  We see a letting go.  I first 
discovered this early on in my walk with Jesus.  I was part of an organization that 
ministered to high school students and we sponsored a Dave Wilkerson rally.  Dave 
was the man who wrote the book “The Cross and the Switchblade”  - A book I would 
highly recommend.  David spoke to a crowd of about 2000 and about 400 high school 
students from 20 high schools in the area gave their lives to Jesus that night.  This far 
exceeded the capacity of our organization to counsel and follow up with them.  I thought 
to myself – these kids are going to die on the vine. There is no one to start a Bible study 
with them.  There’s no one help them to become a disciple of Jesus.   About a year 
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later, we visited high school after high school,  we found that the students had started a 
bible study on their own and had grown tremendously. How did they do that without us? 
Although they had not plugged into a church, the Holy Spirit was discipling them.   That 
was the first time I realized that the Holy Spirit was more interested in the development 
of disciples than I was and that I could trust Him to cover areas that I cannot.  You may 
have areas in your life today where you are letting go of someone or something.  It may 
be a child who is moving on to college or getting married or moving out of the area. 
Maybe it’s an aging parent who is not open to the gospel.   Can we trust the Holy Spirit’s 
interest in them as Jesus did with this women and say: “Go in peace.” 
 
Why are you weeping?  Let’s look at our last enigmatic aspect from today’s text. What 
have I learned about Jesus in the way He responded to the crowd outside Jairus’ 
house?  I’ve learned that I have a lot more to learn.  It remains enigmatic.  I need to dig 
more into it.  Maybe one of you have some insight into this. Maybe God wants me to 
learn this from one of you.   All of scripture is given for our instruction.  There is an 
aspect of Jesus that I need to learn about in this incident. 
 
Big Picture – My final take away from these enigmatic aspects of Jesus is this.  We are 
constantly trying to put God into a nice neat manageable box – and you just can’t do 
that with God or with Jesus. When we dig into these enigmatic and mysterious aspects 
of Jesus, they testify to me two things:  that He was a real person and that He was God.  
God once spoke through the prophet Isaiah: 
 
Is 55 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
What looks like inconsistency should really drive us to recognize how different God is 
from us.  It should teach us humility before the data.  There is much we don’t know.  Not 
to discourage us from pressing in – but exactly the opposite.  Lord I want to get to know 
your thoughts / your ways. 
 
What do we do with this? 
Here’s what I would like you to do with this.  This week take one aspect of Jesus that 
you find perplexing or confusing.  Don’t bury it. Don’t be afraid of it.  There is something 
in that aspect of Jesus that He wants you to get to know.  Spend time with it.  Look for 
other places in the scriptures where Jesus exhibits this behavior.  Find out how others 
handle that aspect of Jesus.  Then take some time alone – You and Jesus and ask Him 
“Jesus what would you have me learn from this perplexing and enigmatic aspect of 
You?”   
 
Why do we still find Him so appealing 
In closing I said that we were going to look at the enigmatic aspects of Jesus but also 
His winsome / appealing aspects.  In our text today – the women who was 
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hemorrhaging was drawn to him because of his power to heal.  She knew Jesus could 
help her.  There is an aspect of Jesus that is universally appealing.  In spite of the fact 
that we don’t understand Him fully.  There is something inside of us that tells us that 
Jesus is the answer.  No matter where you are on the continuum of faith this morning – 
you know that Jesus can help you.  Maybe you are a young person raised in the faith 
but you don’t have everything figured out.  You know where to go.  Jesus is drawing 
you.  Maybe you are going through a really hard time right – Jesus is drawing you.  
Right now.  He is using every single incident in your life to draw you to Himself. 
 
This in itself is an enigmatic aspect of Jesus.  Jesus told His disciples: 
 

If I am lifted up, I will draw all men to myself 
 
Jesus was lifted up on the cross and therefore He is in the business of drawing every 
one of us – every member of your family – every co-worker – every neighbor to Himself.  
This is a truth that we can go to the bank with.   
 
Let’s close in some silence.  I want to ask the Holy Spirit to bring to our hearts and 
minds some things coming out of this. 
 
Are there some enigmatic aspects of Jesus that He is calling you to dig into? Perhaps 
you sense the call to know Jesus better.  That He wants to reveal more of Jesus to you.  
Or perhaps Jesus is drawing you.  You don’t understand that but you know its 
happening.  Let’s just sit in silence for a minute or so and ask Him to speak. 
 
Silence  


