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Mark 3 13  And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came 
to him. 14  And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him 
and he might send them out to preach 15  and have authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the 
twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother 
of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, and Philip, and 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.    English Standard Version (ESV)  

Introduction 
Review Sermon Series: Preaching Jesus 
 

Good morning.  We are in part three of our sermon series entitled: Preaching Jesus.  We have 
discovered that one of the things that characterized the work of the early church is that they 
“Preached Jesus.”  We are on a journey to discover this Jesus whom they preached.  We are 
attempting to soak in the Gospels to get to know Him better. 
 
Listen to the words of Dr. M. Scott Peck, a psychotherapist describing how, before he became a 
follower of Jesus, he encountered Him: 
 

 I was absolutely thunderstruck by the extraordinary reality of the man I found in the Gospels….  
I discovered a man so incredibly real that no one could have made Him up. 

 
 It occurred to me then that if the Gospel writers had been into PR and embellishment, as I had 
assumed, they would have created the kind of Jesus three quarters of Christians still seem to be 
trying to create . . . portrayed with a sweet, unending smile on His face, patting little children 
on the head, just strolling the earth with this unflappable, unshakable equanimity. .. . But the 
Jesus of the Gospels—--… some suggest is the best-kept secret of Christianity 

 
In this series we are trying to get to know this best-kept secret of Christianity. Jesus of the Gospels.   

Review First  Week 

In the first week – we looked at the enigmatic and winsome Jesus.  Some of you may have heard that 
this week physicists believe they may have discovered the Higgs boson – a subatomic particle that 
many believe will help unlock some of the mysteries of the universe.  The particle was dubbed the 
God particle.  When I asked those at work who know this stuff better than I do why it was so named, 
one of them said – “Maybe because it was elusive. “ So I said – “Ah the enigmatic particle!”  But later I 
found that it was originally dubbed the “God ___ned particle” (rhymes with crammed) – so I was 
bummed.  That first week we saw many examples of Jesus’ “elusive” nature and yet we also saw that 
Jesus was still universally attractive and appealing.  Even with the most hardened skeptic, Jesus is still 
doing drawing everyone of us to Himself. 

Review Last Week 
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Last week we looked at the question – How did Jesus call people to repentance?  I was inspired by a 
Facebook dialogue in which a friend questioned the policy of Andy Stanley’s church.  This policy told 
possible volunteers that if they were in a sexual relationship with someone they were not married to, 
it is not advisable for them to get involved in a leadership role with the high school students.  The 
response was  “Not advisable?  What happened to ‘Repent?’  What happened to ‘Stop what you’re 
doing and turn to God’ 
 
We saw how the word used for repent in the New Testament is more general than the way we use it.  
We think repent means to turn from sin.  In the New Testament when Jesus called people to repent, 
He was calling people to turn from all of their ways and turn fully and completely to God.  Repentance 
is not just a turning from, but a turning to. From darkness to light / From Satan’s kingdom to His 
kingdom. We saw that calling people to repentance was central to Jesus calling and mission.  And 
Jesus surprised us at the way He called people to repentance.  In every instance in the gospels,  it was 
God’s kindness in the person of Jesus that led people to real change. 

This week 

Our scripture this week describes the time that Jesus called the 12 apostles.  Embedded in this call are 
some things we would expect. He called them   

 To preach the Gospel  

 To have authority of demons to cast them out and heal people 
But surprising the very first reason Jesus called the twelve was: 

 That they might be with Him 
 
What a curious statement for the Incarnate Son of God.  Why did Mark describe the first reason for 
calling the 12 this way?   Jesus wanted to be with them?  Our focus this week is going to look at this 
concept of being “with Jesus.”  Could He really want to spend time with us? 
 
This is a really important truth.  It is pretty hard for me to think that God would want to be with me.  
He really knows me.  I remember when I was just becoming friends with a couple and the husband 
and the wife were very affirming and encouraging.  Sometimes they would even leave notes in my car 
about how they cared about me.  But one day, they saw a side of me that wasn’t very pleasant – and I 
remember thinking – I wonder what they will be thinking now.  Now they have seen the side of me 
that isn’t what you want to affirm.   Will they still like me?  I never got another note! That happens in 
life when real people get to know other real people. 
 
And we can experience this very easily with God. A lot of us are beginning to get the fact that He loves 
us.  What He did for us – by becoming a man – emptying Himself to submit to death on a cross.  Many 
of us have got that. He has demonstrated that He loves us.  But it’s a very different question: “Does 
He like us?” 
 
A lot of you know that Barbara and I work with a team here at the church to lead retreats.  And on 
these retreats we often give the people who are on the retreat a question for them to ask Jesus.  Over 
the past 20 years we have found that one of the most difficult questions we have given was to ask 
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Jesus: “Jesus, what is it that you like about me?”  It’s hard for us to go there.  Jesus likes me? Home 
work assignment.  Try this at home.  Try to hear from God what He likes about you. 
 
When our youngest daughter was a teen-ager – around 15 – absolutely the most difficult time in my 
life, I once tried to affirm my love for her.  She responded – “You just love me because you have to.  I 
don’t think you really like me.”  Oooh.  That was a hard statement.  At that moment I wasn’t having a 
lot of feelings of “like.”  But it was a good question, because I realized that I needed to dig deep and 
realize that I did really “like her” – not just love her. 
 
Is it hard for you to think that Jesus likes you?  That He likes to spend time with you?  Let’s dig into the 
scripture today and see if we can get to know a little more about how Jesus not only loves you but 
likes you.  Let’s examine this Jesus of the Gospels, this best kept secret of the Christian faith.   
 

Jesus wants to eat with us  
 

Did you ever wonder why the Pharisee’s accused Jesus of being a “glutton and a drunkard?” 1  It was 
because he spent so much time eating and drinking with people.  I read somewhere that over 20% of 
the Gospel of Luke has stories or parables that include some kind of eating together. Skeptic that I 
am, I had to verify it myself and discovered that it was indeed true that eating together plays a role in 
over 20% of the gospel.  2 
 
Most of us know what sitting down with someone and having a meal with them can do to build 
friendship and fellowship.  The disciples saw this modeled over and over again in Jesus life.  It appears 
that Jesus loved and encouraged table fellowship.  And the disciples carried this over into the early 
church – they spent much time eating together. At the end of chapter 2 in the book of Acts it says that 
the disciples devoted themselves (a very strong word) to four things: teaching, fellowship, prayer and 
eating together. 3  What would we look like as a church if we devoted ourselves to those four things? 
But that’s a topic for another day. 
 
The risen Jesus still wants to spend time with us – eating with us.  In one of the letters that Jesus 
wrote to one of these early churches He told them:   
 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.4   

 
Jesus wants into your life and my life.  He is knocking right now.  Why does He want in?  So He can sit 
us down and straighten us out?  So that He can train us up to be His disciple?  That will be part of it – 

                                                           
1
 ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Matthew 11:19 

2
 Banquet at Matthews  Luke 5:27-39 Banquet for the returning prodigal Luke 15:11-32 Supper at Simons 7:36-50 Feeding the 5000 

9:10-17 Hospitality at Martha’s 10:38-42 Noon meal at Pharisees house 11:37-54 Sabbath dinner at Pharisee’s house14:1-24 
Hospitality at Zacchaeus house 19:1-10; Passover Meal 22:7-38; Meal Road to Emmaes 24:13-35; Supper with the disciples 24:36-53 
3
 Acts 2 

42 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

4
 Revelation 3:20 
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but it will flow out of that relationship – notice the language of intimacy: eat with him and he with 
me.   Notice how Jesus emphasizes this two way aspect of eating together.   
 
People loved to be with Jesus because He loved to be with them.  And what did Jesus teach his 
disciples to do in order to remember Him?  To eat together the Lord’s supper.  Eating together was an 
integral part of Jesus ministry because He loved to be with people. 
 

Jesus wants to Reign with us 
 

I am not going to develop this today – but in that letter that Jesus wrote to one of the seven churches, 
Jesus not only promises to eat with us but that we will reign with Him. This is worthy of a sermon by 
itself.  But think with me a minute about this amazing promise: 
 

21  The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and 
sat down with my Father on his throne. 
 

Can we believe that Jesus really wants us to sit on the very throne of God with Him?  That is mind 
boggling.  Exactly what that means is also a topic for another day, but it certainly indicates that Jesus 
wants to be with us. 

 

Jesus wants to make His Home with us 
 

In John’s gospel, Jesus gives us another incredible promise.  Listen to what He says: 
 
John 14 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him. 22 Judas (not Iscariot) 
said to him, Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world? 23 Jesus 
answered him, If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home with him.  

 
Here is one of the many places that Jesus promises a rich and deep kind of intimacy with His people. 
The promise of the Father and the Son to come to us and to make their home with us.   Not just come 
and visit.  Not just come to stay.  But to come and make  their home with us.  The Father and the Son.   

 
Imagine the following scenario: 
 
Imagine me calling you up and saying: Julie, Barbara and I are coming and we are going to make our 
home with you.  
 
Something like that might sort of creep you out.  That is what is so awesome about what Jesus is 
promising.  Making a home is a deeply intimate experience.  That’s why we get uncomfortable with 
guests who stay a little too long.  They start crossing a boundary when they start making their home 
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in your home. “Did you notice how she re-arranged the towels in the guest bathroom?” But this is the 
Father God – the creator / the almighty / the all loving God and Jesus coming and making a home with 
us.   

 
But Jesus and the Father are not going to make a separate home in you.  Notice that Jesus doesn’t say 
make our home “in him” but “with him.”  This isn’t supposed to be some parallel household.   One 
Greek lexicon says of that little word ‘with’:  “usually implies intimate participation.”   
 
Here we have in clear and unambiguous terms a window into Jesus heart.  He is looking for active 
participation with Him and with His Father in making a home together.  This doesn’t just show love – 
it shows “like.”  Does Jesus want to be with us?  Sharing a home that you are building together is one 
of the most powerful images that answers that question in the affirmative. 
 

Calling us to co-labor with Him 
 

A couple years ago I saw a familiar phrase of Jesus in a new light.  Maybe you remember the story 
where the rich young ruler came to Jesus to become one of His followers.  And Jesus challenged him 
to leave everything and follow him.  After the young man turned back, Jesus said “How hard it is for 
the rich to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”   Since the general understanding of the time was that the 
wealthy were the ones who had God’s favor – the disciples asked: “Who then can be saved?”  Jesus 
responded “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”5 
 
What struck me was that little preposition “with.”  I had always thought that Jesus was saying “With 
man this is impossible, but for God all things are possible.”  In other words: God can do anything.  
Which is true.  But that’s not what Jesus is saying. He is not talking about God’s doing it by Himself.  
He is talking about a cooperative venture – with God.  There is a big difference in the Greek between 
the word “for” and “with. ”  The word that Matthew uses is a positional preposition.  A positional 
preposition is like “by” or “in”  that denotes proximity to the object.  By saying “with God all things 
are possible” – Jesus is saying that when we are “with God positionally, when we are together -  all 
things are possible.  6  The same thing is told to Jesus’ mother Mary by the angel and that same 
preposition is used.  “ For nothing will be impossible with God."7  Mary and God were going to bring 
forth Jesus together.   
 
Jesus wants to be with us to become as the Apostle Paul has said – Co-laborers with God.8  Dallas 
Willard puts it this way: 
 

                                                           
5
 Matthew 19:26 

6
 Greek word for "with" is  παρά literally from beside, by the side of, by, – always is positional as opposed to propositionally (not 

"possible for God" but "possible with God" – meaning when we do this together).  
7
 Luke 1:37 

8
 1 Corinthians 3:9 
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"We must never forget that God speaks to us for the purpose of developing an intelligent, 
freely cooperative relationship between him and us, in which we are fellow workers or co-
laborers with him. God wants us to participate in the governance of his kingdom. This 
relationship is drenched in the maturity and richness of genuine agape love.” 

 
When Jesus called the 12, He wanted to train them.  He wanted to send them forth.  But first and 
foremost, He wanted to be with them.  Jesus wants his disciples to know that He is wants to partner 
with them. And He still wants that today with you and me.  He is not looking to act as a silent partner 
but to actively participate in making our marriages work, raising our children, caring for our elderly 
parents, performing our duties at work. And He wants to do this in a way that would give us great 
freedom and autonomy.  Sometimes we want God to be like a GPS – put it the destination – just take 
me there so I don’t have to think.  That’s not the way the God of the Scriptures works.  It’s not the 
way Jesus worked.  God is forming a team and He wants you on it because He wants to be with you – 
because He actually likes to be with you. 

Application 
When we get to know the Jesus of the gospels, we find that Jesus liked people.  And He liked all kinds 
of people.  The poor, the rich, the religious and the not so religious. If this is true (and it is) that Jesus 
wants to spend time with us; that He wants to eat together, to make a home together with you – not 
just in you but with you; that He is inviting us to do impossible things together with Him, what is our 
take-away? What is He calling us to do? Most of us here have a pretty good idea of what God has 
done for us.  We have a bit of a clue about what it meant for God to become a man in Jesus.  What it 
cost Him to bridge the gap between the holy God and us not so holy ones.  If God did so much to be 
with us and he has demonstrated that he wants to be with us – what will we do to be with Him?  
What will we do today? This week?   
 
I could give us some of the standard responses to a message like this: Spend more time in His word; 
Schedule a retreat to spend some time alone with Him; get up a half hour earlier each day to spend 
time with Him.  All good things.  But I think we need to go back to my original question.  Do we think 
that Jesus really wants to spend time with us – warts and all.  Are we really convinced of that? Are we 
convinced that He wants to have table fellowship with / that He wants to do impossible things with us 
/ that He wants work with  and spend time with us?  I think that is where we need to start.  Because if 
we really believed that, if we let that sink in deep; if it became part of our DNA, I think we would run 
to him.  When I know someone really likes me and wants to spend time with me, I want to spend time 
with them. I want to get to know them better.  Think about how you feel when someone you don’t 
know very well but someone you look up to, invites you over to their house for dinner. Or imagine 
how you would feel if someone you deeply respect invited you into his inner circle to plan and 
execute some great event.  You don’t need me to tell you to get up a half hour earlier and go spend 
time with them.  You’ll want to do that. So let’s close by asking Jesus to reveal anything in our hearts 
today that is preventing us from believing that Jesus would want to spend time with us.   And then to 
show us how to change that.   Let’s Pray 


