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Jesus – the Family Man? 

Scripture  
Mark 7 6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 
“‘This people honors me with their lips,  but their heart is far from me; 
7 in vain do they worship me,  teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 
8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to 
establish your tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever 
reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, 
“Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, given to God)— 12 then you no longer 
permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of God by your 
tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.” English Standard Version (ESV)  

Introduction 
Our scripture today opens up for us a window into Jesus view of the 5th commandment: Honoring 
your father and mother.  As a continuing part of our sermon series, we are attempting to get to know 
Jesus of the Gospels just a little bit better.  This enigmatic and winsome Jesus; this Jesus who called 
people to repentance in very unconventional ways; this Jesus who actually wants to spend time with 
us.    Today we are going to look at how Jesus related to His family and in particular to His mother.   As 
we get to know the Jesus of the Gospels we find that he has some hard sayings about family 
relationship but we also see Him upholding the traditional understanding of the 5th commandment to 
honor His parents.  Hopefully as we see how Jesus portrayed these two sides we can grow a bit in 
knowing how we can better honor our fathers and mothers – whether they are living or gone on 
before us. 
 
The context of our passage today finds Jesus healing and teaching ministry in Galilee at its peak.  
When He gets out of the boat on the east side of the Sea of Galilee at the end of chapter 6, everybody 
recognizes Him and immediately bring people to Him from all of the surrounding towns and villages 
for healing.  He has made quite a name for himself and some of the Pharisees and scribes have come 
up from Jerusalem to see Him.  This is no small trip in those days – its almost 100 miles from 
Jerusalem to the place where our scripture takes place.  It could easily have taken them 5 or 6 days to 
go see this new phenom. 
 
After this long journey, the first thing that they notice is not that everyone who touches Jesus gets 
healed but that His disciples were not washing their hands before their meals.  This was an elaborate 
tradition that had sprung up from a chapter from the law recorded in Leviticus 15 which proscribes a 
set of ritual washings that were to take place following any kind of a bodily discharge.   
 
Jesus sees right into their duplicity and does not particularly feel honored that they came all this way 
to see him.  Instead He launches into attacking a practice and tradition that was apparently prevalent 
among the Jews.  Basically if you dedicated something to God, you were not obligated under the 5th 
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commandment to provide it to your father and mother.  In other words if I gave some of my time and 
resources to God, I wasn’t obligated to provide them to my parents who were in need.  Jesus speaks 
in no uncertain terms that this practice was a clear violation of the intent of the 5th commandment. 
 
From this it is pretty clear that Jesus believes that one should not put some religious obligation of 
time or resources above our duty and call to honor our parents.   
 

Jesus’ Hard Sayings about Family 
 

But how does that square with some of what Jesus says about relating to parents.  As we get to know 
the real Jesus we often are struck by a number of his hard statements.    Some of the hardest 
statements Jesus makes are about the relationship between a child and his or her parents.  Let’s look 
at three of the hardest sayings. 
 
In Luke’s gospel, Jesus is being followed by a great crowd of people and sets the bar of discipleship 
extremely high.  He tells them that they cannot be His disciple if they do not hate their fathers and 
mothers – their wives and children – their brothers and sisters.  1 Not something you would probably 
want to put in your list of requirements for church membership. 
 
In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus was speaking to a group of people when His mother and brothers show up 
and want to speak to Him.  But Jesus ignored their request and said: “Who is my mother and who are 
my brothers?”  Pointing to the disciples – He says – those who do the will of my Father are my 
brothers and sisters and mother.  Imagine how you would feel as a parent if one of your children were 
at a friend’s house and you had something important to say to them and they wouldn’t even come 
out and then you heard him say that his family were those he was with?.  Would you feel honored?2 
 
In another place is Matthew’s gospel, Jesus describes His mission to divide families.  “I have come to 
set a man against his father and a daughter against her mother…” 3 I have a proposal for our new 
mission statement.  We are called to divide families.   
 
On the surface we seem to see a duplicity here in Jesus.  On the one hand He holds the 5th 
commandment to honor your parents with highest of regard and calls all of us to follow it.  Yet He 
seems to be putting up a real divide between his disciples and their parents.  Before we try to resolve 

                                                           
1
 Luke 14: 

25 
Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 

26 
 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate 

his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
2
 Matthew 12 

46 
While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to 

him. 
48 

But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 
49 

And stretching out his hand 
toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 

50 
For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 

brother and sister and mother.” 
3
 Matthew 10 

34 
 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

35 
 For I 

have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 
36 

 
And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. 

37 
 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, 

and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 



3 
 

these apparent discrepancies let’s look at how Jesus honored the 5th commandment.  What can we 
learn from that? 

How Jesus Obeyed the 5th Commandment 
 

As I look at the Gospels, I see three ways that Jesus honored His mother. 
 
Frequently Went Home 
 
One of the things that struck me just recently was how many times in the gospels we see Jesus circling 
back home while in the midst of his teaching and healing ministry.  One thing we need to understand 
is that it appears from the gospels that Jesus had two homes.  One was his hometown of Nazareth 
where He grew up and the other was Capernaum where he settled during the first few years of His 
ministry.  This was surprising for me because of a statement that Jesus makes when he says “Foxes 
have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  I always 
thought that Jesus was the itinerant preacher wandering from place to place with no place to live.  
But Luke places this statement after Jesus had set his face to go to Jerusalem / after He had left his 
home in Capernaum for His final journey to Jerusalem – so He didn’t have a home.4    
 
Matthew tells us of a time almost three years before that - after John the Baptist was arrested Jesus 
moved from Nazareth to Capernaum and lived there.5  Matthew explains that when He did this He 
fulfilled that great prophecy of Isaiah6 (for unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the 
government shall be upon his shoulders) that the Messiah was going to come from the area around 
Capernaum.  And as we trace Jesus’ footprints during those first two plus years of ministry we see him 
coming back to Capernaum over and over again and Capernaum is described as his home.   
 
In the gospels when we hear that Jesus went home sometimes it means that he went to Nazareth7 
and sometimes it means Capernaum8 – you have to look at the context. This should not surprise us.  
Very often I answer people in a different way based on the context about where my home is.  
Sometimes I say Michigan where I grew up and sometimes I say Simsbury where I live now.   But there 
are other times, when the gospels say that Jesus went to his hometown.9  And that is always 
Nazareth. 

                                                           
4
 Luke 9:51-58 

5
 Matthew 4 

12 
Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 

13 
And leaving Nazareth he 

went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14 

 so that what was spoken by the 

prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
6
 Isaiah 9:1-7 

7
 Mark 3

 
 
20 

Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 
21 

 And when his family heard it, 
they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”,  

8
 Mark 2:1 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. οἴκῳ  

9
 Mark 6:1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, πατρίδα and his disciples followed him.  Matt 13:

 53 
And when 

Jesus had finished these parables, he went away from there, 
54 

 and coming to his hometown πατρίδα he taught them in their 
synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 

55 
 Is not this the 

carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 
56 

And are not all 
his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 

57 
And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A 
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The point of this is that we can know that Jesus frequently circled back to Nazareth. Why did He do 
that when Nazareth treated Him so badly?  When His family was not on board with Him? Although 
this is an argument from silence, I think it is pretty clear that Jesus was going back to spend time with 
Mary His mother.  He is at the peak of His ministry and the demands on His life are great. And yet we 
see Him circling back to Nazareth which I believe was His way to honor Mary. About a 39 mile walk 
over some pretty hilly terrain.  
 
Did what she wanted even when He didn’t think it was His time 
Another way we see Jesus honoring His mother is at the wedding in Cana early in His ministry.  John 
records that Jesus, His disciples, His brothers, probably His sisters and His mother Mary all attended 
this wedding.  Most of you know this story.   
 
The celebration is well along.  The crowd has drunk so much wine that they have run out.  A terrible 
disgrace for the family.  Mary comes to Jesus and says – “They’ve run out of wine.”  In effect Jesus 
says that this wasn’t their problem and  it wasn’t time for Him to display His power.  Mary’s response 
is almost comical as she turns to the servants and says – “Just do what He says.”   
 
Even though it wasn’t the right time.  Even though Jesus doesn’t feel that it is their place to fix this 
problem, Jesus does what Mary wants Him to do.  It certainly was an odd way to begin Jesus’ ministry 
– providing even more wine to a well filled crowd for a family that didn’t plan very well?  I think we 
miss John’s point here in the story if we go there.   Remember that everything in the scriptures, 
everything is provided for our instruction.  I think one of the reasons the Holy Spirit inspired John to 
put in this story is that he is giving us a glimpse into the “good Jewish son” who fulfills the wish of His 
mother even when she doesn’t get it – even when it is  something that doesn’t seem important to 
Jesus.  Even when the timing is not right.   
 
Has that ever happened to any of us? Do our parents request things of us that are completely 
unreasonable – ill-timed?   Jesus is fulfilling the 5th commandment and honoring Mary in turning the 
water into wine. 
 
Saw to her spiritual care 
The final way we see Jesus fulfilling the 5th Commandment is found in John’s gospel at the very end of 
Jesus’ life.  He is hanging from the cross.  The entire weight of all the sins of the entire world are 
sitting on His shoulders.  He is still the obedient son who honor’s His mother.   
 
John 19 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from 
that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” 

58 
And he did not do many mighty works there, 

because of their unbelief. 
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What’s going on here?  I want us to note a couple of things.  We see here as during the wedding feast 
in Cana10, Jesus does not call His mother – “Mother.”   Rather – Women.  NIV attempts to soften the 
blow by providing a footnote that this word does not denote any disrespect.  But it is not a term of 
honor either.  Scholars generally agree that the farther East you were in the Greek speaking world, 
the more the word Jesus used is not a word of honor.  We do not have one instance in the gospels of 
Jesus addressing His mom as Mother.  This must have been one of the things that pierced Mary’s 
heart as the angel said would happen.  Imagine your dear son continuously addressing you as 
“Woman.”   
 
By the way – sons – Don’t try this at home either.  Next time you are with your mom, don’t address 
her as “woman.”  In this series, we are attempting to get to know the real Jesus of the Gospels so that 
we can become more like Him.  But don’t quote Him on this one.    
 
What is happening is that I think we are getting one of those implied statements of Jesus divinity.  
Jesus knew that once people knew who He was they would try to elevate Mary to some lofty place.   
It had already happened.  One day a woman came to Him and said: “Blessed is the woman who gave 
you birth and who nursed you.”  Jesus replied “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God 
and keep it!”11  We again see Jesus appearing to miss an opportunity to honor His mother.  
 
Rather, Jesus is setting a boundary here.  He doesn’t want Mary or His disciples to forget who He was.  
His was not the normal parent – child relationship.  Although Mary was His birth mom, He did not 
want her to forget His true origins – the only begotten of the Father in heaven.  Calling Mary 
“Woman” was His way of reminding her of that boundary. 
 
But in this passage we do see Jesus honoring His mother.  He is providing for Mary’s spiritual and 
physical care.  You have to remember that Jesus had other brothers and possibly some sisters who 
were still alive. Why weren’t they the ones to care for her?  It would be unheard of in that culture for 
a son not to provide care for his widowed mother.  What we know is that at this point the brothers 
did not believe.  They were not at the cross as Mary was.  So I think Jesus was providing someone who 
could care for her not just physically but spiritually.    
 
Just a side note on Jesus’ brothers and sisters.  We are told that Jesus made a special visit after His 
resurrection to James his brother. 12 And most surprisingly 50 days after the resurrection, we find 
Jesus’ brothers and possibly His sisters present in the upper room waiting for the Holy Spirit. 13  This is 
one of the most astounding piece of evidence that Jesus was who He said He was.  What would it take 
you to believe that your brother was the divine Son of God?  The one you played with growing up.  
Remember that all of Jesus’ miracles and all of Jesus’ teachings did not convince them. Late in Jesus’ 
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 John 2:1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
2 

Jesus also was invited 
to the wedding with his disciples. 

3 
When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 

4 
And Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, [also John 19:26] what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 
5 

His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 

11
 Luke 11:27-28 

12
 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

13
 Acts 1:14 (See the footnote in the ESV) 
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life, John was explicit that “even His brothers did not believe in Him.”14  Here at the cross they’re not 
present.   They were last seen trying to perform an intervention and bring Jesus home thinking that 
He was out of His mind.15   
 
So that’s the context here.  Jesus is hanging on the cross and none of His brothers or sisters believes 
in Him.  So one of His last dying acts was to provide for the physical and spiritual care for His mother.  
“John, take care of Mary.”  “Woman, look to John as your son.”  What an amazing way for Jesus to 
honor Mary. How are we following Jesus’ example and providing for the physical and spiritual care of 
our parents? 

Application 
 
What we have in the Gospels is a picture of Jesus who holds the 5th Commandment in the highest 
regard.  And yet from an appearance perspective He doesn’t seem to follow it that way we would 
expect. After the last three weeks that shouldn’t surprise us. But with the glimpses we have, follow it 
He did.  What can we take away from this today? 
 
Let me offer three suggestions: 
 
Setting Boundaries – One thing that is very clear from the way Jesus modeled honoring His parents 
was that He set boundaries.  He did not give in to His mom’s every request. He did not go every place 
Mary requested Him to go. He did not stray from His mission.  And that is important for us.  Jesus had 
to balance the call of His heavenly Father to do what He was called to do AND at the same time fulfill 
the 5th commandment to honor His mother.  How can we follow our Lord in this?  I am not sure I can 
give any other suggestion other than cultivating a total dependence upon the leading of the Holy 
Spirit along with the guidance of your spiritual brothers and sisters.  Watching the way some of you 
do this has been both convicting and awe inspiring.  Yet we have to ask the question - frequently ask 
the question: “What would honor my mom and dad here?”  “Are you calling me at this time to honor 
them in this way?” “Or should I set a boundary here?”  Ask it of your spiritual mentors / your friends.  
Ask your Father in heaven. 
Visiting – This is something I have seen a lot of you modeling for me with great sacrificial and 
honoring love for your parents.  Many of our parents are far away.  It’s inconvenient to visit.  They 
might be critical of what we are doing.  Yet I have seen you honor them by continuing to visit them – 
many times a week.  Jesus faced all of these things with His family.  Remember that Nazareth was 
thirty nine miles away – at least two days on foot.  Jesus certainly had a demanding schedule.  Yet I 
am amazed how often He circled back.  Sacrificially.  Not only was His family not supportive, but the 
entire town of Nazareth was not a supportive venue.  I would leave you with: How can I follow Jesus 
in practicing “Circling back” home even when it costs me. 
 
Doing what they want even when the time is not right – This is a tough one.  And we need great 
guidance from the Holy Spirit with this one.  I remember the time my parents came out to visit and 
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 John 7:5 
15

 Mark 3:21 
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top on their list was to visit Foxwoods.  That was not easy for me.  But I sensed the Holy Spirit’s 
leading that this was a way I could honor them.  I remember having to tell my ministry team Barbara 
and I would have to leave their meeting early to take my parents to Foxwoods.  What kinds of 
requests or demands are your parents placing on you? Could you find a way to honor them in this 
request.  Turning the water into wine for a well filled crowd at a wedding party is not my idea of a way 
to start a ministry.  Yet for Jesus He saw it as a way to honor his mother. 
 
Finally, I want to address the question – what if my parents have passed on?  How can I fulfill the fifth 
commandment.  The 5th commandment does not say – Honor your father and mother as long as they 
live.  Rather we are to look for ways to honor them after they have gone.  Certainly spending time 
thinking and praying about how you can honor them is one very important way to do that.  Spending 
time speaking of them with your children and grandchildren is another.  How well do your 
grandchildren know your parents?  That is one way you can honor your parents.  But let me add just 
one more.  One of the strongest desires on the hearts of most parents is to see their children getting 
along and spending time together.  I know for Barbara and me, we are very overjoyed when we see 
our daughters spending time together – enjoying one another’s company.  And it is a source of great 
pain when a parent sees their children too busy for each other or when there is tension between 
them.  Parents long to see reconciliation between their kids.  Are there things that are not reconciled 
with your siblings?  I cannot imagine anything that would honor a deceased parent more than to work 
hard at being an instrument of peace with your siblings. 
 
Let’s close in prayer.  We need help with this.  We see that Jesus strongly supported obedience to the 
5th commandment in the midst of a demanding life and ministry.  How is Jesus calling you today to 
follow Him in honoring your father and mother.  Let’s pray. 
 
Prayer – Show us ways to honor our parents who have gone before us – to honor them through 
sharing their life through the grandchildren 
 

 Show us creative ways that we can honor them 

 Help us with setting boundaries 

 Open us up to see where we have developed a hardness to our parents that is not honoring. 

 Some never knew a parent / show us how we can honor them. 

 Maybe some of us have been serving but not honoring / duty rather than love – break us down 
lord and soften us to honor. 

 Give us a vision of what healthy and fruitful honoring looks like. 

 Sense of failure – we have failed.  It is never too late with God.  With God nothing is impossible.  
God will show you redemptive ways of re-building / restoring.  He is the God of the 
resurrection / the God who brings life out of death. 

 For those of us with in-law conflicts over this issue of honoring, I pray that husbands and wives 
would take each others hand and say: “Let’s do this together with our heavenly Father.” 

 


