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I’m no prophet, but … 

Scripture – Acts 2:14-17 
  
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in 
the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
  
17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
    and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18 even on my male servants and female servants 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
 

Introduction 
 
Today is a big day here at The BARN – Day Camp Sunday – I asked Lyda to look up 
when we first changed the name from Vacation Bible School to Day Camp.  From her 
research, it looks like this is our 25th year of hosting Day Camp.  Wow – 25 years.  
Thanks be to God for Nancy Magnusson and Kathy LeBlanc for their initial leadership in 
this.  And for Gina Palmbach and Kristen Moger for their shaping leadership. And now 
for Kathy Wolfe and Jo Schoenhardt. 
 
Also big day here at The BARN because we celebrate Pentecost – the day the church 
celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the early disciples.  Some have called 
Pentecost the birthday of the church. 
 
Our text today describes what happened during that first Pentecost and uses some 
language that is pretty foreign to most of us.  It talks about men and women; young and 
old prophesying. “To prophesy” is not a word that many of us use regularly in the church 
and certainly not at work nor in our homes. “Johnny would you quit prophesying in 
there!”  or “I’m hoping to hear some stirring prophecies at church today.”   
 
When I started on my journey to follow Jesus, prophesying was a regular part of our 
gatherings of about 2000 college students.  As odd as it may sound, as a completely 
ignorant unbeliever, I heard these prophecies as beautiful words from God Himself. And 
I wasn’t even a follower of His yet. What is your experience with this idea of 
“prophesying?” What do you think of when you hear these words from our text this 
morning? “your sons and your daughters will prophesy.” Peter thought it was so  
important that he told the crowd to listen carefully.  Let’s open the word together and 
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listen carefully to what God would teach us about Pentecost and this idea of 
prophesying?  

Prayer 
 
In our text today, the apostle Peter interprets to the crowd what is happening by quoting 
from the prophet Joel. “What you are seeing is what the prophet Joel said would happen 
when the Spirit was poured out on the whole earth. “They will prophesy.”  This will 
happen to young men and women.   Male and female servants.  Not just on some. The 
Spirit is poured out on everyone.  And then he says that the result of this outpouring of 
God’s Spirit would be that they all will prophesy.  
 
This combination is exactly what Moses wanted to see happen 1500 years earlier.  Do 
you remember the story when God pour His Spirit upon 70 elders? Moses needed help. 
The people were complaining bitterly about having to eat manna and only manna day in 
and day out.1  Imagine – the food that God supernaturally provided for His people – just 
the right amount every day – and they were complaining: “We had better variety when 
we were slaves in Egypt.”  None of us do that today do we? The story goes on.  God put 
his Spirit upon 70 elders and what happened? They prophesied.  When some elders 
started to prophesy who were not part of the original group,  Joshua complained and 
told Moses to stop them. Moses said in effect: “Don’t hinder them.  I wish God would 
pour His Spirit upon all of His people and that they all would prophesy.  That is exactly 
what happened at Pentecost.  God set loose His Spirit to, among other things, enable 
all men and all women - young and old to prophesy. 
 

What does it mean to Prophesy? 
But before we go any further – we need to define our terms.  Joe Dietrich made 
reference to this a few weeks back when he said: “To prophesy is speaking the word of 
God to people.”  And that’s a great definition of what “to prophesy” means.  But it’s 
probably not the first thing that comes to our minds.   
 
Most of us think that to prophesy you have to foretell the future. We think of prophets as 
old – as men – and as predicting the future – as poorly dressed  –and predicting usually 
a gloomy future.  Peter shatters that image in this quote from Joel – Not only old but the 
young.  Not only men – but women also. At Pentecost God poured out His Spirit upon 
men and women, young and old to supernaturally speak God’s word into a specific 
situation. 
 
Okay Joe, we like that definition – but is it the way God’s word defines “to prophesy.” 
Let’s look at it from two angles: 
 
One thing we see from our text this morning is that at Pentecost God didn’t create 
prophets who predicted the future.   If “to prophesy” meant to predict the future, Peter 

                                            
1
 Numbers 11 

14 
I am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me. 

15 
If you will 

treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness.” 
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would have been laughed off the streets of Jerusalem.  Luke who wrote this account, 
records that after the Holy Spirit was poured out, the disciples were telling of the mighty 
works of God2  not predicting the future.  When Peter got up and said: “Listen carefully. I 
am going to explain what’s happening.  They are prophesying just like Joel predicted.” If 
“to prophesy” meant to predict the future, the people on the street would have said: 
 

“What are you talking about Peter? We just hear them telling the mighty works of 
God in our own languages” 

 
You see, the Jews of the first century knew that “to prophesy” was not just predicting the 
future so they accepted what Peter said.  To prophesy is much broader than just fore-
telling but it is to speak God’s word into a specific time and specific place.  It may 
include telling of His attributes or it may include revealing some hidden information or it 
may include speaking His ways. It may include foretelling but doesn’t need to.  
 
Let’s look at another place in the New Testament.  In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
in chapters 12 through 14 he tells us how to regulate prophecy in the church.  So how 
does he describe prophecy?    

 Prophecy is first and foremost a gift (1 Cor 12:10; 12:31; 1 Cor 14:1) 3 

 Prophecy is speaking to people for building them up, encouragement, consoling4 

 Prophecy exposes the conditions of the heart5  

 Prophecy instructs and encourages the church 6 
 

None of those involve predicting the future – Paul is describing someone who is 
proclaiming by the power of God’s Spirit, the word of God. 
 
“I’m no prophet, but because of Pentecost I’m invited to receive the gift to proclaim 
God’s word in power.”  In other words “To prophesy.” 
 
So between the book of Acts and Paul’s letters, the Bible describes a wide variety of 
activities as prophecy.  They all have one thing in common.  They are words inspired 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
 
But what does it mean to proclaim God’s word in power? Let’s step back a minute and 
ask a different question: Was Pentecost really necessary? Couldn’t the disciples have 
proclaimed the incredible truths of Jesus life, death and resurrection without Pentecost? 
These men and women lived with Jesus for three years.  They heard His teachings and 
saw His miracles.  They knew He was God.  They saw His death.  They saw the 
resurrected Jesus.  They saw Him ascend to heaven.  The facts themselves are 

                                            
2
 Acts 2:11:We hear them telling in their own tongues the mighty works of God 

3
 1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may 

prophesy. 
4
 1 Corinthians 14:3 On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and 

encouragement and consolation. 
5
 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, 

he is called to account by all, the secrets of his heart are disclosed 
6
 1 Corinthians 14:31For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, 
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powerful.  God became a man.  That is an incredibly powerful statement.  God died for 
us.  That is powerful.  God raised Jesus from the dead.  That is a powerful statement of 
hope.  Why do we need the Holy Spirit’s power to proclaim these truths? Aren’t the very 
truths themselves powerful?  
 
Was Pentecost necessary? Jesus thought it was. Remember when  Jesus told the 
disciples – “Don’t start proclaiming these truths until I pour my Spirit upon you.”7 Jesus 
said that He would pour out His Spirit upon them so that they would have the power to 
witness. Jesus said in effect.  You know the truths – but you need the power.  To speak 
God’s word powerfully into our own lives, the lives of our families; into our communities 
– we cannot just repeat these powerful truths.  We need God’s Spirit to give them 
power.  And that what Pentecost was for. 
 

Here is what I think Pentecost means to the Church 
Okay! If that’s what it means to prophesy, what does it mean to speak God’s word with 
power?  Let me give another definition.  We prophesy with power when the Holy Spirit 
shows us what to say; how to proclaim it, and when to proclaim it.  Let’s look briefly at 
each of these. 
 
The What: It’s not enough to have all of these great truth’s of scripture when we are 
talking with each other.  We need to know which truth to apply to the specific situation.  I 
call this the “What.”  We have two sources of the “what.”  There is the written word of 
God – 100% reliable.  And then there is subjective leading or speaking of the Holy Spirit 
– which as Paul said is very incomplete.8  The second can never contradict the first.  
You might say, why not just rely on the reliable written word of God. Many Christians fall 
back on that. The written word can never cover every situation.   Jesus told us that we 
needed all the words that come from God’s mouth – not just the written ones.9 
 
Another reason, we need the Holy Spirit’s power in knowing “the what” is that without it 
we will misapply God’s word.  One of my wife’s favorite promises to pray over people is 
taken from Psalm 37:4 “though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord 
upholds his hand.”  I think our youngest daughter must have picked up on that promise 
because one day when she was about 5 I found her walking up the slide backwards 
with her eyes closed saying “Jesus protect me from falling.”  
 
The Holy Spirit can keep us from mis-applying His word.  As a parent, we face these 
situations daily – Is it time to discipline or is it time to show mercy.  There are times that 
God overwhelms us with kindness while we are rebelling and it leads us to 
repentance.10 There are times that we as parents are to show kindness in the face of 

                                            
7
 Luke 24:49 But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high. 

8
 1 Corinthians 13:9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 

9
 Matthew 4:4“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

10
 Romans 2:4 do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing 

that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 
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rebellion.  How do we know?  We need God’s Spirit empowered word – we need the gift 
of prophecy. 
 
How to say it:  So that’s the what.  What about the “how.”  Here is the probably the 
most difficult part for me.  I may know God’s truth for a situation but how do I say it. The 
obvious answer is to depend upon the Holy Spirit to give us the right words.  But we 
have to be willing to ask. 
 
When I was first a Christian, I was speaking to a brother for the first time, and God 
spoke to me very clearly the word: “adultery”. I had no idea what it meant or what I was 
to do with it.  I thought it meant that either he was currently committing adultery or that 
he was going to commit adultery. And how do you say that to someone: “So who you 
sleeping with lately?”  And I was too immature and too timid to do anything about it.  A 
few years later when his wife left him and his small children for another man he was 
shattered.  I deeply regret that I said or did nothing. Let me share what I wished I would 
have done: 
 
I wish I had asked God how to speak. Looking back, I could have just been honest and 
shared what I thought I heard and tell him I didn’t know what it meant.  I could have 
committed to stay close to him – agreeing to pray for him and his marriage.  God often 
reveals things so that we turn back to Him as He did with Jonah. Remember that story?  
God told Jonah to prophesy some terrible thing to the city of Nineveh.  And when he did, 
the city turned from what they were doing and God did not do what he said he was 
going to do. I believe that my friend’s story could have been different if I had asked the 
simple question: How?  Instead I cowered away and did nothing.  I didn’t even pray that 
it would not happen. I still mourn for this man’s family. 
 
When to say it: Finally, timing is everything.  If your son or daughter announces that 
they are moving in with their boy friend or girl friend, it is probably not the best time to 
tell them God’s word. I would be very surprised if they came back with: “O your right 
dad, I forgot all about that. Of course we won’t do this.” Hopefully you have been diligent 
throughout their life to both teach and practice the sanctity of marriage. You probably 
have made them aware of the obvious sociological data that shows that couples that 
live together before marriage run a much higher risk of divorce and infidelity.  But if 
they’ve decided, that may not be the time to remind them that this is not God’s will for 
them.  
 
To really know God’s word means we also should know when to speak and when to 
remain silent.  Think about how God deals with us.  There are times when He has 
spoken to us and we haven’t listened.  And then when we cross the line He is silent.  He 
knows that the right time to speak. 
 
How can we know the time?  We have to ask and then trust that it’s part of the gift.  God 
has promised to pour out His Spirit upon us and give us the supernatural – not the 
natural – the supernatural ability to proclaim His word at the right time and in the right 
way.  Our job is to ask for the gift and then to become sensitive to His leadings. 
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Application 
So what does all of this have to do with us – especially as we are considering the best 
practices of Christian community.  Why is this important?  If we don’t get this – we can 
become a nice church – we can even grow – but we won’t see real transformation.  We 
can do Day Camp and recite these powerful scriptures to the kids – but unless we are 
empowered to know what to say; how to say it and when to say it we are wasting our 
time. This is very important to our life together.  
 
A number of years ago, we had a man staying with us who was separated from his wife.  
We prayed with him every night for God to restore his marriage.  One night as we 
prayed, God’s spirit revealed something to me – He revealed a secret of this man’s 
heart to me – He reveal that there was something about the naming of their last child 
that caused great hurt in the wife. In the natural I knew nothing of this. The man 
immediately recalled what had happened.  In an instant the powerful word of God 
revealed to him how he had bullied his wife into naming the child the name he wanted.  
The word of God opened his eyes to how he had wronged her.  The next day, he went 
to her and repented of his actions. She was able to forgive him and they got back 
together. 
 
That is the word of God - living and active - setting people free. We need that in our 
midst.  But we need to ask for that gift to know: What to say; How to say it; and when to 
say it.  Paul told the Corinthians three times that they were to earnestly desire this gift.11    
In fact he said he wished everyone had the gift.12 Do we desire to meld the power of the 
Spirit with these powerful truths of God’s word?  Or will we be content with proclaiming 
these amazing truths under our own power?  Moses wished it would happen.  Joel 
predicted it would happen.  Peter said it was happening. And Paul wants all of us to 
have this gift.   
 
So what’s the next step?  God has promised this gift to all people.  We just have to ask. 
There are many steps after that but we must start by asking. We cannot forget the 
words of Charles Spurgeon: 
 

Whether we like it or not, asking is the rule of the Kingdom.   
 
I know many of you have received this gift. I have seen many of you use this gift in this 
church, in your families, with your neighbors and in Day Camp.  You don’t just speak 
whatever comes to your mind.  You seek God about what to say; how to say it and 
when to say it. And when you speak, it has the power of the Holy Spirit all through it.  I 
am in awe when I watch you do it.   
 

                                            
11

 1 Corinthians 12:
 31 

But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and earnestly 
desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 

39 
So, my brothers, earnestly desire to 

prophesy. 
12

 1 Corinthians 14: 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. 
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About 15 years into my walk with Jesus I knew that I was being ineffective in speaking 
God’s word and I cried out for His power.  So I asked.  But there are many here today 
who have never asked.  And that’s what we’re going to do as we close this service.  We 
are going to give you an opportunity to ask God to give you this gift that Paul tells us we 
should earnestly desire. There won’t be a closing song. Worship team and elders and 
prayer team, if you could come up now.  I am going to close us in prayer and then invite 
the elders and prayer teams to pray for anyone who wants to ask God to anoint them 
with His Holy Spirit to supernaturally speak His word – to supernaturally know what to 
say – how to say it  - and when to say.  To give you the gift of prophecy.  If you are 
going to be part of Day Camp and have never received this gift, I want to re-state Jesus’ 
words to the disciples – Don’t leave home without it.  And Paul’s words – earnestly 
desire the gift of prophecy.  Come up and have someone pray for you.  If you are parent 
and need God’s Spirit’s supernatural anointing to speak His word into your children’s 
lives, come up and be prayed for.  If you are a young person, and never know what to 
say to your friends, ask God to give you the gift of His Spirit to speak His truths to your 
friends. 
 
If you have either already received this gift, or if you are not ready for it today, that’s just 
fine.  Stay seated and pray.  Ask God if He is calling you to sign up for Day Camp.  Ask 
Him to give you an earnest desire for His outpouring of His Holy Spirit. I will close the 
service with a Benediction in about 6 or 7 minutes. 
 
Let’s pray 


