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God Wants Us to Do WHAT? 

Introduction 

Good morning.  We are in the midst of part III of our sermon series “That we may be 

one… that the world may be won”  And part III is all about that last phrase.  We believe 

that there is a purpose behind God wanting there to be unity in community here at the 

BARN and throughout His church – and that purpose is to make Jesus known to the 

wider community.   Last week Corey talked about how “going” is a big part of making 

Jesus known.  Today we are going to look at another way we make Jesus known – and 

that is by giving - giving to fund the on-going work so that others can work full time in 

making Jesus known. 

There is a huge danger anytime we talk about giving and money in the church.  Many 

think the church talks too much about money.   Today I will be taking another slant.  I 

believe that many of you are giving as much as you can to support advancing the 

kingdom, to bring honor and dignity to the poor and to see God’s justice established on 

the earth.   Typical giving among evangelical Christians is pegged at around 3%. Based 

on the median income in the Farmington Valley and looking at those who plan their 

giving here at the BARN, our church is closer to 5%.  And that doesn’t include the 

support you give to the full time missionaries we have sent out like the Garretts, the 

Cooley’s, the Smythes,  Betty Means, the Copples, and local ministries like the Master’s 

School, TEI.  Many of you are giving sacrificially. I love Kathy Keller’s definition of 

sacrificial giving – “When you gulp after you write the check.”   And many of you are 

giving sacrificially because you know what Jesus did for you.  You know that He gave 

His all and that is what you want to do  in return.    If I wanted to give a sermon to make 

all of you want to give more, I wouldn’t talk about giving, I would talk about Jesus.  

Because I believe when Jesus captures your heart, you want to give Him everything / 

your time / your talents / your money / even your very life. So many of you have 

encountered Jesus in this way and I count it as a supreme privilege to walk together 

with you as we learn to follow this amazing Savior. 

So my assumption is that many of you truly want to give more but you don’t know how 

you can do it.  Our texts today reveal an amazing principle that we can apply in a lot of 

areas in our lives.  We are going to look at specifically how it impacts us financially.  But 

whether you are follower of Jesus or you are just sizing up  the whole Jesus thing; 

whether you are a young person in high school or a retired person living on Social 

Security, our texts today has a message that we all can apply.  For those of us who 

would really want to be able to give more,  I believe, that if we can put into practice this 
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simple principle, it will help us to better advance His kingdom and his reign by making 

Jesus known to our neighbors, our families,  our community and the world beyond 

Pray 

Three Mile Island 

In the early morning hours of March 28th, 1979, some pumps that that cleaned the water 

used to cool a nuclear reactor at a power plant stopped working.   Over the next several 

hours a series of bad decisions at Three Mile Island were made that led to the worst 

nuclear disaster in US history. The accident could have been worse but as it is, the 

accident resulted in 40,000 gallons of radioactive waste water to be dumped into the 

Susquehanna River and the accident led to the demise of the entire nuclear power 

industry. Experts universally agree that, although there were many factors that led to the 

accident , the chief culprit was a faulty design of a tiny part of the complex nuclear 

reactor.  The design engineers violated a central principle of good engineering:  You 

cannot control what you don’t measure.  During the accident, operators were attempting 

to control a nuclear reactor without having the proper information. 

This engineering design principle applies to more than just engineers – it is a helpful life 

principle that we can apply to other areas of our life.  In fact, God taught His people this 

principle as it relates to finance.  In our text today, God is teaching His people this same 

principle: You cannot control what you do not measure.    

Tithing 

Our texts today talk about “the tithe.”  Tithe is just a translation of the Hebrew word for 

1/10thand is not limited to “giving.”   I grew up knowing nothing about the Bible so tithing 

was not even on my radar screen.  When I became I Christian I began to hear teachings 

about tithing that basically went like this: 

God wants you to give 10% of your income to the work of his kingdom 

So  from the very beginning, this became my habit.  Not because I read it in the Bible, 

but because I was taught this.  But over the years as I started read the Old Testament  I 

came  across some of these passages that we are going read today and began to ask 

questions about the tithe.  How did giving to the church relate to giving to the poor and 

what’s this about eating your tithe and spending the money from your tithe on strong 

drink.  Now this was such a burning issue for me that I did nothing about resolving it for 

about 35 years - until one day I had an Ah-Hah moment while listening to a sermon by 

Andy Stanley.  He said that there were actually three tithes in the OT.  And that was a 

dope slap moment.  Of course – that is what is going on here.  Why had I not seen it 

before? 
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As I researched this I found that scholars have known this for years, the Old Testament 

clearly has three different tithes that God prescribed for His people.  Whoa?  God wants 

us to do WHAT?  Not one tithe but three tithes?  That Israel practiced these three tithes 

is well documented in both extra-Biblical literature1 from just before the time of Jesus 

and in a history of the Jewish people written just after Jesus. 2 

Three Tithes 

Let’s look at each of these three tithes briefly starting with the scriptures: 

Levitical tithe 

Numbers 18 21 “To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an 

inheritance, in return for their service that they do, their service in the tent of 

meeting, 22 so that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of meeting, lest 

they bear sin and die. 23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tent of 

meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a perpetual statute 

throughout your generations, and among the people of Israel they shall have no 

inheritance. 24 For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present as a 

contribution to the Lord, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore 

I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance among the people of 

Israel.” 

Look with me at Numbers 18:21-24 – It’s in your bulletin if you don’t have a Bible here.  

A couple things we need to say about this passage. In verse 22, it clear, that God  set 

apart the Levites and only the Levites as those who would serve the Lord full time.  

Notice also the use of the word inheritance 4 times.  God is telling them that when they 

go into the promise land God was going to divvy up the land – every tribe was going to 

get an piece of land – it was their inheritance.  The Levites would not get any land to 

farm / No inheritance. The tithe was to be their inheritance.  Notice also in verse 24 that 

the people were to give their tithe to God and God was to give the tithe to the Levites. 

The people don’t give directly to the Levites. Twice in our passage he says “I have 

given”  So that is the Levitical tithe – God’s people were to give to God a tenth of their 

income to support those doing full time ministry.  This is the tithe that we hear preached 

about. 

                                                           
1
 Tobit 1:6-8 "Taking the first fruits and the tithes of my produce and the first shearings, I would give these to the 

priests, the sons of Aaron, at the altar. Of all my produce I would give a tenth to the sons of Levi who ministered at 
Jerusalem; a second tenth I would sell, and I would go and spend the proceeds each year at Jerusalem; the third 
tenth I would give to those to whom it was my duty".  Although non-canonical, this book confirms the Hebrew 
understanding of three tithes 
2
 Josephus Antiquities of the Jews Book 4 – section 22 – Here, the historian Josephus recounts the three tithes that 

the Jews practices. 
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Festival Tithe 

Deuteronomy 14: 22 “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the 

field year by year. 23 And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will 

choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of 

your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may 

learn to fear the Lord your God always. 24 And if the way is too long for you, so 

that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, 

because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set 

his name there, 25 then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your 

hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses 26 and spend the 

money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever 

your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and 

rejoice, you and your household. 27 And you shall not neglect the Levite who is 

within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 

Turn with me now to Deuteronomy 14 starting at verse 22. We talked about this briefly 

during the Breaking Bread sermon.  Each year, the Jews were required to go to three 

festivals or feasts in Jerusalem.  In this text God instructs His people to set apart 10% of 

their income to cover their expenses to fund these trips.  In verse 26 we are told that the 

tithe was to be expended on your own household and in verse 27 to remember to 

include the Levitite who did not have the means to travel to these feasts.  We certainly 

don’t hear this tithe preached in many churches.  God wanted His people to set apart 

10% of their income so that you can party with your family, full time workers and fellow 

believers in Jerusalem three times a year! We know that the Jews practiced this right up 

and until the destruction of the temple in 69 AD. 

Charity Tithe 

Deuteronomy 14 28 “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the 

tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. 29 And the 

Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the 

fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be 

filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you 

do. 

Continuing on in Deuteronomy 14:28, in this passage God asks for 10% to be set aside 

every three years to be given to the poor – the Levite, the alien, the fatherless, the 

orphan and the widow.  So that would amount to 3 and 1/3 % each year.  It’s interesting 

that the Levites would be considered among the poor.  Why would they be poor.  They 

received 11 tenths from their brothers.  There is an implied recognition that God’s 

people would not be faithful about the Levitical tithe.  
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So God’s law for His people under the Old Covenant was clear that they were to set 

apart 3 tithes amounting to 23 1/3% of their income.  What I don’t want to get into this 

morning is the question “Do these OT tithes apply to us who are not under the law but 

under grace” There are people that I respect on both sides of this issue ranging from 

Billy Graham and Andy Stanley  / John Piper and John MacArthur. I don’t want to take 

sides on this issue today.  The reason I don’t want to address this today is not because 

it’s not important but because it’s part of a much bigger teaching that I would love to get 

into some time – and that is the role of the law and the role of grace in the life of a 

follower of Jesus.  How we understand the role of the Old Testament law in the life of 

the believer affects how we look at the tithe.  

God’s Heart 

But I think there are some extremely important general principles that we can glean 

from God’s word that are very useful.   All of the Old Testament law is good.   One of 

the purposes of the Old Testament law is that it gives us a window into the heart of God.  

Behind every law in the OT, there is purpose that can be traced to the heart of God.   So 

let’s look at these three tithes and see if we can get a glimpse of God’s heart in setting 

these tithes up for his people.  

1. Levitical Tithe: God wanted some people to do the work of ministry supported 

by others. He didn’t have to set up the temple that way.  He could have created 

an all volunteer army.  The Levites and the priests did not have another vocation.  

God’s people needed to support those whose vocation it was to serve God and 

His people full time.  We find this same principle in the New Testament -  Jesus 

“commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 

gospel.” 1 Corinthians 9:14.  

2. Charity Tithe: God wants His people to give to the poor. God so identifies with 

the poor, the word of God says that when we give to the poor, we are giving to 

God. 3  Notice also that it was a sort of food closet form of distribution.  We see 

God’s respect for the dignity of the poor.  It is not easy to receive charity from 

your brothers. The method allowed the poor to obtain the food without losing their 

dignity.  Care for the poor is also confirmed under the New Testament as Jesus, 

Paul, Peter and James all encourage us to provide financially for the poor. 

3. Festival/Festivity Tithe: God wants His people to celebrate together, with Him, 

with our families, and with God’s people.  He tells His people to do it three times 

a year.  He knows that this is going to be costly and He tells his people to set 

aside money for it.  A percentage of their income.  I think this speaks to a lot of 

us who are very careful with our money.  This is a bold requirement of the Old 

                                                           
3
 Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed. 
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Testament law.  But I think it tells us about God’s heart to celebrate.  

Celebrations can be costly but God is saying that it’s important to spend that 

money for times of celebration. 

Percentage Giving – What does the fact that God required his people to give a 

percentage of their income tell us? I think there is something profound about God’s 

command to His people under the Old Covenant to give a percentage of their income.  

Imagine with me that you are a farmer under the Old Covenant and you wanted to be a 

faithful member of God’s covenant community.  Think about what you would have to do 

to give a percentage of your income to work of the ministry; for travel expenses to the 

three annual feasts; and to the poor.  It becomes an accounting problem.  You have to 

know exactly how many sheep were born; how many bushels of millet you harvested; 

and don’t forget the herbs – mint and dll and cumin. Even everything from your garden.   

And you would have to keep track of exactly what you gave.  Let’s see, I gave a bag of 

beans to the food pantry.  God was calling all of his people to become “bean counters.”  

Now I know that warms the heart of all of you accountants and financial people.   I think 

God is trying to teach us the principle: You cannot control what you don’t measure.  To 

be a faithful Jew, you needed to carefully keep track of / measure your income.  And to 

keep careful track of their giving. 

Application 

Now how can we apply that to our lives?  For most of us, measuring our income is not a 

problem.  The government sees to that.  But what about the expense side?  Might the 

principle of the tithe also speak to us about the keeping track of our expenses.  If you 

cannot control what we don’t measure, doesn’t that mean we need to measure our 

expenses? 

Let me ask, do you know what percentage of your income you spend on food?  Do you 

know how much you spend on clothing?  Do you know how much you spend on eating 

out?  Entertainment?  Corey laid out a challenge for us last week about the 4 billion 

people living in unreached people groups.  How much of our giving is going to that? 

The problem for most of us is that we don’t know.  We just know that we don’t have 

enough.  But if you don’t measure your expenses how can you control them?  So I want 

to make a case for measuring your expenses as a means of becoming a more faithful 

giver.  What if we measured our expenses .Start recording where you spend your 

money.  Putting the expenses into buckets.  Keep it simple at first with few buckets.  

There are great tools for doing this now.  Then review them at the end of a given period 

and spend some time as a family before God reviewing how we are spending our 

money.  Spending some time seeing if we have are priorities right.  Are we giving 

enough to the poor? Are we giving enough to make Jesus known where He is not 

known? 
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One way we reviewed our spending when our youngest daughter was little was to get 

one week of income in one dollar bills and then divide the bills into piles.  Laid out 

before us was our treasure and we could see where our priorities were / where our 

heart was.  Of course the biggest pile went to the government and I am convinced that 

Abby became a limited government fiscal conservative because of that.  But before we 

could do that we need to measure in order to make these decisions wisely. Then we 

could ask God the question, is this the wise way to spend the resources you have 

given? 

We cannot control what you don’t measure.  We cannot make informed choices about 

how we use our money unless we measure it.  Measuring does take time out of our 

crowded schedules.  Now days, with computers and on-line banking, keeping track of 

our expenses is much easier.  What used to take me a couple of hours each month now 

can be done much less time. 

Some of you are good “bean counters” and you will be able to apply this message 

easily.   Others might be saying:  I am no good with numbers.  Here’s where the 

message of two weeks ago applies.  What is the purpose of doing this?  So that we can 

follow our hearts desire to give more to the advancement of Making Jesus Known.  Are 

we supposed to do that alone?  No.  Jesus wants us to do that together.  If you are no 

good with finances I want to encourage you to find someone who is and ask for help – 

perhaps one of your kids or grand kids.  It could even be your non-Christian neighbor.  

One of the ways we make Jesus known is how we use our money.  Giving sacrificially 

because Jesus has captured our heart is not something the world understands. What a 

great way to expose your neighbor to the good news.  We give because He has given 

his all to us first. 

Husband’s and wives – one of the top three things that divide couples is money.  He 

spends everything – she never wants to buy anything.  Shouldn’t we be looking at our 

expenses together?  In our family, I know I have fallen down on this.  We used to review 

our expenses together and spend time setting the priorities together.  But I have gotten 

out of the habit. I’m listening to this sermon and going to make some changes. Perhaps 

your husband or wife handles the finances, but shouldn’t we set the priorities together?  

Appeal to your husband or wife / Let’s start measuring so we can become better 

stewards of what we have.  Let’s discuss together the results and set some goals for 

our expense side. 

Not having  a handle on the expense side of your life, causes many of us to be strapped 

financially.  What I hear most often when I talk about this with people – especially young 

people – “but I have no money.   There’s nothing to measure.”  Between 2009 and 2010 

we went through a dry time at MicroTools and I didn’t take a salary for 12 months during 

that time.  I stopped tracking expenses during that period because I thought it was 
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pointless.  “I am just hanging on with the little I have  What is there to measure?”  But 

that was a trap.  It’s the exact opposite.  It was even more important with expenses then 

because of this little principle: You can’t control what you don’t measure.  No matter 

what our income level is, we must control our expenses to become good stewards of 

what God has given us. 

If I haven’t convinced you of how powerful this little principle is in helping us to control 

our finances let me close with a question.  What nation or race of people comes to mind 

when I say: Financial savvy and success?  The Jews. In the U.S., the children of 

Abraham make up 2% of the population yet 1/3 of the multi-millionaires.  45% of the 

richest Americans are Jewish.  Did they learn these skills from the sacrificial system? 

From practicing Sabbath? From practicing circumcision?  I believe these skills were 

learned through practicing the three tithes, and learning that simple principle “You can’t 

control what you don’t measure” equipped them to become excellent stewards of the 

gifts God gave them.     

Jesus has captured the hearts of many of you.  And many of you would give even more 

if you could.  By teaching His people to give a percentage of their income to the work of 

advancing the kingdom, to the poor, and to times of celebration and to measure their 

expenses, He is teaching us this simple principle: You can’t control what you don’t 

measure.  

Let’s pray 
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Financial Resources for “Measuring” 

 

Web Sites and Organizations with a wealth of material 

http://www.crown.org This Christian organization offers a variety of free on-line 

resources to aid in budgeting including a budget calculator and percentage 

guides for singles, single parents, couples and families.  There are also guides to 

balancing your check book and many more resources. Trained counselors are 

also available and you can find one locally here.  There is a charge for some 

resources 

 

Dave Ramsey http://www.daveramsey.com/home/ 

Dave offers no nonsense approach to controlling your 

finances.  He brings a biblical perspective as well as 

intellectual savvy.  His web site includes baby steps to 

begin this process. They have a budgeting tool but it 

costs. 

Andy Stanley – Your Move – Balanced 

http://yourmove.is/balanced/  This web site provides 

printable forms for creating a budget, tracking / measuring 

your expenses, and spread sheets.  There are also some 

sermons here that go into more depth.  All free. 

 

 

Intuit  This $34 software package is filled with the tools you need to easily 

measure in order for you to control.  It allows you connect to your bank 

and credit card companies so you don’t need to record all of your 

purchases – they get recorded for you. 

http://www.crown.org/
http://www.daveramsey.com/home/
http://yourmove.is/balanced/

