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God of the 11:59 5:00 AM 
Drama  

Scene 1 – as Jesus is crucified 

Two men arrive on Calvary as the spectacle of the crucifixion winds down.    Roman 

soldiers talk idly to each other.   Several women weep, holding onto each other.   Daniel 

gazes up in horror then, averts his eyes, repulsed.  Man two stares, transfixed. 

 

 

 

Andrew (softly) Oh no.  Oh no. 

Daniel   Is that him?  Is that the teacher? 

Andrew  Yes, it’s him. 

Daniel   I … I can barely recognize him. 

Andrew (impatiently) I tell you it’s him.  It’s Jesus.   

Daniel (to Jesus) Oh Lord, what did they do to you? 

Andrew  You know what they did.  Roman animals.   

Daniel (glancing nervously at the soldiers) Stop.  You’ll get us arrested. 

Andrew Why kill the man?  So he ruffled some feathers in the temple.  

That’s not a capital offense.  He wasn’t a politician.  He wasn’t 

leading an army.  He was harmless –  

Daniel They had to kill him. 

Andrew What did you say? 

Daniel He wasn’t harmless.  The things he talked about.  “Blessed are the 

poor.”  “The first will be last.”  The chief priests knew.  The scribes 

knew.  It wasn’t just the tables in the temple that were going to be 

overturned.  They had to kill him. 

Andrew He taught.  He healed.  He healed YOU for heaven’s sake.   

Daniel And I loved him for that.    

Andrew Why didn’t he just stay in Galilee?  He would have been safe there. 

He could have taught us, taught us all, for years.  Think how many 

more he would have healed. 

Daniel I don’t know.  I want to understand, but… 

Andrew Look, it’s getting late.  They’re going to be taking him down soon.  

Let’s get out of here.   

Daniel No. 

Andrew It’s over.  He’s gone.   
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Daniel Not gone, dead. 

Andrew Look, I don’t know what you’re talking about.  Jesus, our teacher, 

your healer, is dead.  Let’s go get some food and talk about this 

someplace warmer. 

Daniel No, I am going to stay a while.   

Man2 What do you think is going to happen?  Do you think he is going to 

wake up and climb down from the cross and seize Jerusalem in 

triumph? 

Daniel No. But… I can’t explain it.  It doesn’t feel like it’s over.  He wouldn’t 

let it end like … like this. 

Andrew Well I can’t stay here any longer.  It feels like…death up here.   

Daniel Ok.  You go. 

Andrew Don’t stay too late.  It’s not safe. 

 

Scene 2 – under the empty cross 

 

Andrew  What are you still doing here?  Did you sleep up here? 

Daniel   What’s it to you? 

Andrew  I was worried. 

Daniel   I’m fine.  I was just sitting here thinking. 

Andrew I see.  Well, thinking is good.  You know what’s even better?  

Thinking as you sit in a nice warm home eating a meal.   

Daniel Did you come up here to mock me? 

Andrew No.  I brought you some bread.  I figured you’d be hungry. 

Daniel Thank you.   

Andrew Delightful spot for a picnic, don’t you think?  Under an empty cross. 

The men eat silently for a few moments. 

Andrew Tell me what it was like-  you know – when he healed you. 

Daniel I was outside my father’s home and I heard all these voices.  I 

didn’t know what was going on.  I heard someone call out “Jesus! 

Jesus!” And I remembered my father telling me about this rabbi 

who had spoken to this big crowd outside of town.  He said this 

Jesus healed a man who couldn’t walk.  I mean, could not walk at 

all.  And Jesus healed him, just like that.  So I just stood up and 

started yelling to him.  I think I even tried to push my way to him 

and then all of a sudden I heard this voice.  It wasn’t loud but it cut 

through the crowd noise somehow.  I heard him say, “What do you 

want me to do for you?”  At first I thought it was a joke.  I mean, 

obviously I am blind.  But I just said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”  

Andrew Then what? 
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Daniel He put his hands on my eyes.  I felt something I can’t really 

describe.  It felt warm.  It felt like something…flickered.  Before I 

opened my eyes I knew I could see.  And I remember the light 

being so bright I had to cover my face.  And when my eyes had 

adjusted, I found myself staring at him.  He was smiling.  He 

seemed so happy.  And of course I was happy.   He put his hands 

on my shoulders and told me to present myself to the priest and not 

to tell anybody.  But obviously I told everybody I saw. 

 When did you start following him? 

Andrew In Capernaum.  He was teaching a group of us on the side of this 

big, dusty hill.  And I remember him talking about the Kingdom of 

God like it was not in some distant place, but right here now.  And I 

didn’t really understand, but there was something about his voice.  

And he spoke with this authority.  I had never heard anything like it.   

And he was really funny, too.   

Daniel I know.   

Andrew To be honest with you, I don’t know why I followed him. It made no 

sense to me at the time, and it certainly made no sense to my 

family.  But the six months I have been around him have been 

incredible.  There was no doubt in my mind that he was the 

Messiah.  No doubt at all.  We both saw his power.  You felt it. Why 

didn’t he do something to save himself? 

Daniel He had to have had a reason.  This doesn’t feel like the end 

somehow. 

Andrew Look at that cross streaked with his blood.  I think that’s what the 

end looks like.  I will always remember him.  I will cherish my time 

with him, what I learned.  But… 

Daniel But what? 

Andrew I don’t know what I can ever believe in.  I know I was in the 

presence of holiness when I was with him.  But if even holiness and 

righteousness and truth can be nailed up on a cross to die with 

thieves, where is there any hope?  What is there to put our faith in?  

He’s dead.  We saw him dead on that cross.   

Daniel It doesn’t feel like it is over.  It just feels like there’s something I 

don’t see.  Like I am blind again.  I keep thinking of all the things 

Jesus said, trying to make sense of this.   

Andrew I know you love him.  I loved him, too.  But he’s in a tomb now, or at 

least I hope there was one for him.  I don’t know what you think 

you’re going to … comprehend by staying up here, but I need to 

move on.  I am going back home to Capernaum. 
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Daniel Have a safe journey, my friend.  Don’t lose faith.  I’m just going to 

stay here a little while longer.  Just a little longer.  Maybe I’ll just 

wait here until tomorrow.  

 

Scripture John 20:1-11 
1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 

still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 

laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the 

tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first.  5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but 

he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 

saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, 

not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, 

who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 

did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 

went back to their homes.  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb 

 

Introduction  

I want to start by thanking the drama team /Worship Team / Arianna / Thanks to all who 

are making this a special day here at The BARN.  This truly is the high point of the 

Christian calendar – today we celebrate the event in history that changes everything: 

the Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  The apostle Paul wrote a letter to an early 

church where he said that if the resurrection didn’t happened everything we do as a 

church is a waste of time. Everything.   

 

 

 

Thankfully, we are at a time in history, that the evidence of Jesus’ resurrection is greater 

than ever. For example in 1979, the academic community was rocked by a little book 

from one of their own.  A well known and well established  orthodox Jewish scholar 

(Pinchas Lapide)  claimed that the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus was 

overwhelming.   Interestingly, this evidence did not cause him to become a follower of 

Jesus.  But as we saw in the drama and as we will see today, all of us can look at the 

same evidence and draw different conclusions – many of them wrong.  

 

Maybe you are here today and haven’t figured out this whole God or Jesus thing, first 

we are glad you are here  I want to encourage you to check out the evidence for the 
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resurrection of Jesus.  Because if Jesus’ resurrection did actually happen as we believe, 

it should change everything.   

 

Because of what happened on that Easter morn, death is not a period but a comma.  I 

was with a pastor on Good Friday who had a member of his flock go into the hospital 

the night before with little chance of surviving.  He shared with me how thankful he was 

for the resurrection. Death is not a period but a comma; Because of the resurrection 

cancer is not a sentence but just a word; Because of Easter, Joni Eareckson Tada, who 

has been paralyzed from the neck down for more than 40 years can say:  

 

I, with shriveled, bent fingers, atrophied muscles, gnarled knees, and no feeling 

from the shoulders down, will one day have a new body, light, bright and clothed 

in righteousness – powerful and dazzling.  Can you imagine the hope that the 

resurrection gives someone who is spinal cord injured like me? 

 

Also, because of Easter, God shows us that he is not just a God of 11:59 but also of the 

5:00 AM  - two days later. 

 

God of the 11:59 

Many of you know what I am talking about when I say that God is the God of the 11:59. 

This is the idea that God comes through in a big way at the very last minute with healing 

or protection or deliverance or provision. There are books and movies and blogs based 

on this idea. And for good reasons. There are many examples in the scripture and in 

some of our own lives where God miraculously comes through at the last minute.  When 

time has almost run out.  The buzzer beater miracle.  This is the God of the 11:59. 

 

Easter tells us a different story. The God of Easter is the God of the 5:00 AM. 11:59 has 

come and gone.  For the followers of Jesus from our drama today,  Jesus had come 

through before.  He had healed.  He had shown that He was powerful.  He was the 

Messiah who was going to set things right.  But not this time. 

 

11:59 came and went in the Garden.  Surely they wouldn’t arrest Him.  11:59 came and 

went again before Pilate – surely they wouldn’t convict Him.  11:59 came and went 

again on the way to the cross.  Surely they wouldn’t crucify Him.  On the cross, 11:59 

came and went again – surely He wouldn’t die.  He would come down from that cross.  

He saved others.  Why cannot He save himself? 

 

Now it’s 5:00 AM after the crucifixion.  He’s dead and God hasn’t come through.  It’s 

time to get on with our life.  We backed the wrong horse. 
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But that was yesterday.  Today is different.  It is Easter morning.  God has come 

through. Yet, three disciples who knew him well cannot see that He has come through. 

Each of the three characters in today’s passage, Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter, and 

John see the exact same evidence.  God has come through and raised Jesus from the 

dead   But they don’t see it.  The most cataclysmic event in all of history has just taken 

place and these three are missing it.   

 

John is masterful in his recounting of this story.  He wants us to see three different ways 

that these disciples responded.  So he uses three different words for “seeing” in our 

text.  Each one is slightly different because John wants us to have some insight into 

why, when faced with the exact same evidence, each disciple responded differently. 

 

Let’s unpack this and see what God can show us from His word this morning.  Let’s 

pray. 

 

Prayer  

In our passage today the scene opens somewhere between 3 AM and 6 AM.1  That’s 

what the phrase means by “early, while its still dark.”  Mary Magdalene and some other 

women make their way to the tomb with spices to complete the burial process that they 

did not have time to do before the Sabbath. What is she expecting?  For Mary 

Magdalene, 11:59 came and went. Several times in the past few days. The last thing 

she was expecting was the resurrection.  She’s distraught and confused.  She gets to 

the tomb and sees the stone rolled away.  Mary had heard Jesus tell them that He was 

going to die and be raised from the dead. Even Jesus’ enemies knew that He said that. 

Why did Mary come expecting to find the dead body?  Even when she gets to the tomb, 

it doesn’t dawn on her.  Notice what she does. She sees the stone rolled away and 

immediately assumes that someone has stolen the body. She doesn’t examine the 

situation.  She runs back to tell the others that His body was stolen. 

 

Mary  

The word that John uses for Mary’s “seeing” (Βλέπει)2 is basically used to describe the 

physical act of looking / seeing.  There is no analysis.  No thinking.  She just sees the 

stone taken away.  And when she comes back with Peter and John in verse 11 we see 

again – no thoughtful reflection on the evidence.  Just weeping. So distraught that even 

when confronted with angels and eventually Jesus Himself later in this chapter, she 

misses it. 

 

                                            
1
 Literally the 4

th
 watch of the night. 

2
 primarily physical taking in “to see something physical” 
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How many times have you looked frantically for something and on the umpteenth time 

you look in the same spot and there it is?  How did you miss it before?  I think 

something like this was happening here with Mary.  She was looking but not really 

seeing the evidence of the resurrection.   

Peter 

How about Peter?  John uses his second word (θεωρεῖ) for seeing here.3  It is a more 

penetrating and analytical kind of seeing.  Peter sees the linen cloths that wrapped the 

body.  He notices that the head covering, the napkin is folded up someplace else.  

Earlier John mentioned that Jesus was buried according to the burial custom of the 

Jews.4  So Peter would know how a body was bound with linen cloths.  That should 

have given him two clues.  First, a man could not unwrap himself if he came back alive. 

Remember when Lazarus was brought back to life Jesus told those around to “unbind 

him”.5  Second Peter would have clearly seen that this was not the work of grave 

robbers.  Grave robbers would not take the immense amount of time to unwrap the 

body nor for that matter would they want to naked body out of the tomb.  

 

So John tells us that Peter saw all of this with an analytical eye.  And yet he didn’t 

connect the dots.  Luke records that he went back “wondering.”  Peter looked carefully 

and analytically at the evidence of the resurrection and yet left unbelieving. 

 

But why didn’t Peter believe?   Peter was not like a lot of men who are afraid of 

commitment or afraid to make a decision.  He was impulsive.  So what was going on?  I 

think shame and isolation was driving Peter.  We know from Mark’s account that the 

angel singled Peter out– that he was feeling separated and feeling the shame.  We 

know from Luke’s and Paul’s account that Jesus made a special appearance to Peter 

alone before He appeared to the other eleven (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:56). So it is 

safe to assume that Peter needed more than evidence. 

 

Shame is just one of the many distractions that can prevent us from seeing when God 

shows up.  How many heard the interview of Apollo Robbins, the famous pick pocket on 

NPR last Saturday? Apollo described how he was once asked by the Carter 

administration to not shake the President’s hand when both were staying at the same 
                                            
3
 θεωρεῖ theorei I behold, look at, experience, I look at, gaze, behold; I see, experience, discern; I partake 

of. gaze on for the purpose of analyzing (discriminating). (theōréō) is the root of the English term theatre,"  
i.e. where people concentrate on the meaning of an action (performance).] It is used primarily not of an 
indifferent spectator, but of one who looks at a thing with interest and for a purpose; 
 
4
 John 19 

40 
So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial 

custom of the Jews. 
5
 John 11 

44 
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 

wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
66

 1 Corinthians 15:5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
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hotel.  But the owner of the hotel told him to go after the Secret Service.  And guess 

what he got? Their credentials, their watches, the keys to the motorcade and the top 

secret directions as to where the President was going.  All in good fun of course.  But 

NPR asked him how he did it. He said:  Distraction was the key.  He said if he can 

distract someone, he can get away almost anything.  We wonder how Peter and Mary 

missed it.  Perhaps it’s not so difficult to imagine when we know how distracted they 

were. 

 

John 

Finally we have John.  First he sees the linen cloth when he stoops down. He is seeing 

just the physical evidence – the same word John used for Mary’s “seeing.”  Remember, 

John is telling this story about himself.  He is drawing us into his account.  “I was just 

like Mary – just looking at the physical side of it.”  That’s why he initially uses the same 

word.   

 

But now something amazing happens.  Probably encouraged by Peter’s boldness, John 

goes in and sees.  Here John, the masterful story teller uses a third verb for seeing 

(εἶδεν) 7.  This is a seeing with understanding.  Seeing that takes in all the facts and 

perceives the meaning.  In fact it is taken from a group words that mean to know. Just 

like we say “Oh, now I see.”  He sees the evidence and believes.  As long as John sees 

as Mary is seeing – just at the physical, nothing happens.  But now he sees with insight 

– and he believes. 

Believing “Into” Jesus 

Why was John able to believe? To understand that first we need to explain what John 

means by believe which I think will be instructive for us because it is probably very 

different than what you expect.  For John to say that he saw and believed, he was not 

talking about just an alignment of the neurons in our brains.  For John, belief is not just 

an intellectual assent to a series of facts.  “I believe in the Easter bunny” means that I 

believe that the Easter bunny exists.  That is very different than what John means when 

uses the phrase “believing in Jesus” which he does 31 times.  When John talks about 

believing in Jesus he always use the same Greek preposition eis which we normally 

translate as “into.”  

 

Eis always signifies movement from one place to another just like our preposition “into”.  

When we say “I walk into Celebration Hall” we mean something different than when we 

say “I walk in Celebration Hall.”  In the first case it speaks of coming from one place and 

ending up inside Celebration Hall. In the other case it is just movement within. Every 

                                            
7
 εἶδεν eiden  family of words meaning to see and to know 
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time John talks about “believing in Jesus” it is actually believing “into” Jesus.  Most 

translators don’t translate it that way because we don’t use “into” when we speak of 

believe.  But that is what it means.  In every one of the over 1700 cases where  the 

preposition eis is used in the New Testament, it denotes a movement from one place 

into another place. 

 

So for John to say that he saw and believed – he means that he has moved from one 

place to another. He made a decision – just like Daniel in our drama today when Jesus 

asked him “What do you want me to do for you?” John had to make a decision.   He is 

saying that he has put his whole life / his thought patterns / his attitudes into the life of 

Jesus.  John is telling us that he was holding back before.  He didn’t understand the 

scriptures.  He had not placed everything he had “into” Jesus.  Today we use the 

phrase “all in” to capture that idea.  John saw the evidence and now he was all in. 

 

Three disciples – all walked with Jesus for about the same amount of time.  All saw the 

same evidence.  All knew that He predicted that He would die and rise again on the 

third day.  Mary Magdalene missed it because she was so distraught by the 

circumstances.  Peter was so consumed with shame and guilt and the isolation that 

goes with it that he missed it.  John missed it at first, not understanding the scriptures 

but was able to get beyond these distractions, see the evidence and make a decision 

that he was “all in.” 

What are our takeaways? 

So how does all of this affect us this Easter morning in 2013?  What are our take 

aways? 

 

Certainly, we need to be patient with those who are seeing the exact same evidence as 

we do and aren’t all in. But I think there is more here. I think there are places in our lives 

where God has shown up and we have missed Him for a variety of reasons. Perhaps 

we haven’t taken the time to study the evidence or as John said “to understand the 

scriptures.”  Perhaps it is because we are distracted.  If the disciples can miss the 

resurrection because of these distractions, if the Secret Service can be pick pocketed 

because they are distracted, we can certainly miss some the times when He shows up 

when we don’t expect him.  Where are those areas in your life and mine?   

 

Or perhaps you never expected Him to show up at all.  Before I was a Christian, I 

always wanted to be the best at something.  Anything actually.  In my scrambled brain I 

thought that if I could be the best at something it would give my life the significance and 

meaning that I longed for.  But in everything I did, I was thwarted.  Something always 

prevented me from being #1 individually or as part of a team.  This happened scores of 

times. The final straw came in my sophomore year of college.  I organized a bowling 
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team with some of the best bowlers on campus.  We breezed through both halves of the 

season on top of the league.  All that was left to be declared the best – to be number 1 - 

was to win the season ending tournament.  But we ended as failures – losing big in the 

tournament.  This pattern had repeated many times before – but this time was different.  

I was stunned when one of my teammates had seen the pattern in my life and declared 

that I must be jinxed.  I had never articulated my feelings about this to anyone.  But this 

pattern was so obvious that someone else had seen it..  And he had only seen a few of 

the situations. 

 

As I walked home in the rain that dreary Sunday afternoon, I realized for the first time 

that there was something in the universe that was bigger than me that was trying to get 

my attention. God was showing up in my life.   But because I was so distracted at 

wanting to be #1, I missed Him  - time and time again – trying to get my attention.  I 

would try so hard to be #1 at something – anything. I never gave God a second thought.  

God was saying: “Bob – that’s not where you’ll find significance and meaning.” I had 

been seeing things as Mary and Peter did.  But now for the first time I saw the evidence 

as John did – with insight. Not enough to become a follower but that set me on a 6 

month journey to find this God of the 5:00 AM until that day when I saw and believed.  I 

was all in.   

 

How about you?  Are the places where you have missed God’s appearing – either from 

distractions or perhaps you are just not looking for Him.  Let’s ask God to open our 

eyes.  I want to allow the Holy Spirit to have His way with us this morning so let’s close 

in prayer. 

 

Let’s pray 

Closing Prayer 

 


