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Following Jesus Wherever He Goes 
 

Scripture 
 
Matt 9:9  9As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax 
collector's booth; and He said to him, "Follow Me!" And he got up and followed Him.  

Mark 1:16-18  16As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the 
brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen.  17And Jesus said to them, 
"Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men."  18Immediately they left their nets and 
followed Him.   

 
John 21:18-22 18"Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself 
and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and 
someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go."  

 19Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God And when He had 
spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me!"  

 20Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also 
had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?"  

 21So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, "Lord, and what about this man?"  

 22Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!"  

 Rev 14:4b These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes   
 
This is God’s Word.  Thanks be to God  Let’s Pray 
 

Introduction – Why do we need to know this? 
 
This year we are on a journey together.  Sean has cast a vision for us inviting us to learn how to 
strengthen ourselves in the Lord;  to learn how to disciple others to love God and to love others.  
This morning I want to lay out what I consider the most important and necessary component for 
us to truly pursue this vision. If we learn all kinds of good stuff this year and have not grown in 
our ability to do this one thing, the year will have been a complete failure.  This one component 
provides the essential definition of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus - and that is becoming 
a person who follows Jesus wherever he goes.  With God’s help, my goal this morning is to help 
each one of us – no matter where we are on the continuum of faith – to take one step closer to 
being someone who follows Jesus where-ever he goes. 
 
If you are a young person this morning, you are on an exciting and scary journey.  You are in 
the process of discovering who you are in this wide world and you are discovering what this 
world is all about.   You are finding your way through a myriad of choices – some of them will 
alter your destiny for the rest of your life.  Little choices – big choices.  Jesus is calling you today 
to learn to ―Follow me‖  wherever  I go. 
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Perhaps you have been a church go-er for your whole life.  Maybe you even gave your life to 
Jesus a while back.  Jesus’ call on your life today is the same as it was in the beginning - that 
you would learn to follow him wherever he goes.  From our passage this morning we see that 
Jesus first and last words to Peter – were ―Follow me.‖   
 
Perhaps you are somebody who doesn’t know what you believe or you’re not sure about this 
Jesus thing.  Jesus’ call to you today is to come and follow him.  When Jesus initiated the call to 
follow in the lives of Matthew, or Peter or Andrew, he didn’t say -  First get your act cleaned up 
and then come and follow.  He didn’t say – you can follow me if you do such and such.   His call 
was simple and unrestricted.  ―Follow me.‖ 
 
It’s the most common phrase that Jesus uttered in the NT. ―Follow me.‖  It is a word we banty 
around.  Some movements in the Christian Church want to be called Christ Followers instead of 
Christian because they feel Christian carries with it too much negative baggage.   
 
Let’s watch the following video clip 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RtfNdg1fQk 
 
Christ Follower: Hello. I’m a Christ follower.  
Christian: And I’m a Christian 
Christ Follower: What’cha got there? 
Christian: Oh, just catching up on some reading.  Got some rule books, a book on ethics and a 
morality play or two just for good measure. 
Christ Follower:  That’s a lot of reading 
Christian: And right on top I’ve got my trusty sword.  [swosh, swish] King James Version neatly 
packaged inside this leather pack. 
Christ Follower:  I like the handles 
Christian: Oh they’re handy.  Do you want to see my bumper sticker collection? 
Christ Follower:  Sure 
Christian: I ran out of room on my car 
Christ Follower:  Wow, those are clever 
Christian: Thanks.  So what do you wear to display your Christianity 
Christ Follower:  Well nothing I guess.  I dunno.  I just try to follow Christ in the way I live my 
life 
 
A Christ follower just tries to follow Christ in the way they live their life.  Is that really it? 
 
Do we really know what it means to ―Follow Jesus‖ in the 21st century?  When Jesus walked the 
earth, when He went up to Simon Peter and Andrew and Matthew and said ―Follow me‖ they 
didn’t have to learn what it means to follow Jesus.  They got up and followed Jesus wherever He 
went.   .  
 
But Jesus doesn’t walk this earth in a physical sense anymore.  Yet the command to follow 
Jesus remains.  The command to follow Jesus is not just for those who actually physically 
followed Jesus from place to place.  In our passage today from John 21, Jesus twice invites 
Peter to follow Him even though Peter wasn’t ever going to physically follow Jesus ever again.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RtfNdg1fQk
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That’s why it’s not quite as simple for us - we need to learn what it means to follow a person we 
cannot see physically.   
 
In our passage from the book of Revelation, John is describing a group of 144,000 people.  We 
don’t fully understand who these people are, but we know that there were not 144,000 people 
who followed Jesus when he walked this earth.  So most of these 144,000 were people like you 
and me who have to learn what it means to ―Follow Jesus‖ and John tells us that they ―Followed 
Jesus wherever he goes.‖  Not where ever he went.  Present tense.  This is my goal for my life.  
On my tombstone – I would want that epitaph. 
 
I think that many times in our lives we find it easier to play by a set of rules; follow some 
concrete examples that have been modeled for us, than to truly be a Jesus follower. 
 
A couple weeks ago I had lunch with a young man who has jettisoned his faith.  I was a little 
anxious about the time.  I so wanted to see him come back and to become a Jesus follower.  As 
I prayed about it in the morning, I asked the Lord to show me some direction for the lunch.  
What I thought I heard was that I was to follow Him throughout the lunch.  To watch what Jesus 
was doing at every step of the conversation. The lunch ended cordially.  We agreed to continue 
the dialogue.  But there was no visible movement on his part. As I was driving home I realized 
that not once during the entire lunch did I ask ―Jesus, what are you doing right now in the 
conversation.  Where do you want the conversation to go?‖  So often I run my life on Auto-Pilot 
–do it the way I think best. 
 
 So what does it mean to follow Jesus today – when He is not here physically – when we cannot 
get up from our place of work and traipse all over Simsbury following Him around -  Let’s see if 
we can unpack this this morning. 
 

What did it mean to a 1
st

 Century Jew to be a disciple of a Rabbi
i
 and which 

of these things apply to us? 
 
Young Jewish boys were put through a rigorous training in the Torah in the 1st Century.  
Throughout that training, the best were selected to go on.  Those who were thinned out were 
encouraged to go and make babies and ply a trade.  This happened every few years until finally 
they had the cream of the crop / the best of the best. The Rabbi would then invite the young 
man to become his disciples.  Jesus broke that paradigm.  Jesus doesn’t choose the best of the 
best.  Just look around this morning.  Do we look like the best of the best.  Jesus chose every 
day people like you and me. 
 
But once chosen, the young men shadowed the Rabbi wherever he went.  A 1st century prayer 
from the Mishnah was: 
 

May you be covered in the dust of your Rabbi  
 

Implying that you would follow your Rabbi so closely, that you would get covered with the dust 
he would kick up wherever he went.  We can’t do that in the physical so that doesn’t help us. 
 
They were also required to: 
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1. Memorize their rabbi’s words – This is something we can do  
2. Learn how their rabbi interpreted the scripture –  not just the theological sticking 

points but how the scriptures apply to our life –  In the 1st Century the way this was 
done by asking the Rabbi lots of questions and the Rabbi asking you lots of 
questions.  We see this throughout the New Testament.  Remember what Jesus was 
doing at age 12 when he stayed behind at the temple.  Luke records this: ―Luke 
2:46 Then, after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.‖  That’s a good picture for 
us what it meant to be a 1st Century disciple of a Rabbi.  This is something we can do 
– Ask Him questions and respond to His questions. 

3. Imitate their rabbi’s action –  Books like ―In His Steps‖ encourage us to do this.  
―What would Jesus do‖ bracelets remind us to do that. 

4. Become like their rabbi and make disciples for yourself –  people who follow you 
around – learn what you do.  Although this is something we could do, Jesus doesn’t 
want us to make disciples of ourselves but of Him. Jesus created a new model of 
discipleship.  There is only one Rabbi and all of the rest of us are equal brothers and 
sisters.  This is why Jesus said  in Matthew 23:8 "But do not be called Rabbi; for One 
is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. 

 

So what does being a Christ follower mean to us today? 
 
I believe that we should hold to the set of beliefs that Jesus held - I believe in God the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth –  
Jesus: [speaking through the speakers – but you cannot see Him] You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.ii There is more to following Me than 
simple belief.  
 
[Bob speaking to the congregation]: To be a Christ follower means that I obey the Father’s 
rules.  Jesus said that we are to teach others ―to obey all that I have commanded you.‖ iii  
Jesus: This is true but what have I commanded you? The Pharisees were rule keepers.  When 
they caught a women in adultery they said: 5"Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
such women; what then do You say?"  I spoke of my Father’s heart.  "He who is without sin 
among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 
[Bob begins speaking to Jesus] But weren’t you breaking the Father’s rules? 
Jesus: I went on to say:  "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the 
darkness, but will have the Light of life."

iv
  Only as you follow close to me will my Light light your 

way. There is more to following me than following the rules.  
 
Bob: In the video, the Christian was following rules and ethics.  I want to be like the Christ 
follower in the video.  I try follow Christ in the way I live my life.   
Jesus: The rich young ruler came to Me.  The way he lived his life was exemplary.  Yet I told 
him: "If you wish to be complete, … come, follow Me."  v   
 
Bob: To be a Christ follower, I must go to church regularly  
Jesus: Even the devil took me to church in the holy city.vi  
  
Bob: Hmm. To be a Christ follower means I read my Bible regularly – 
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Jesus: "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is 
these that testify about Me;vii  
Bob: So Jesus –you are saying to me that when I read my Bible I should open it every time – 
searching for you.  Learning your interpretation of the scriptures.   
Jesus: Not my interpretation of the Scriptures– but learning who I am – in that light you will 
interpret the scriptures. 
 
Bob: I regularly do works of Service; I give to the poor; I work with the least of the least.  Surely 
that is what a Christ follower is.; 
Jesus: If anyone serves Me, he must follow me. And where I am there will my servant be also.viii  
So you are saying that I can do great works of service in your name and not be following you. 
 
Bob: I have my ―What would Jesus Do.‖ bracelet on.  Throughout my day I ask – what would 
Jesus do?‖  
Jesus: It’s not what I did, it is what I am doing now. 
Bob:So Lord, maybe my prayer should be ―What is Jesus doing?‖   
No – maybe it should be ―Jesus, what are you doing?    
 
So Jesus, you are saying 
It is not about simply what I believe 
It’s all about who I believe 
    It is not about just reading my Bible 
    It’s about getting to know You on every page and soaking all that in 
 Its not about following a set of rules 
 It is about being so close to you that Your light guides my every step 
  It is not about living an exemplary life 
  It is about following so close that I am living Your life 
   It is not about attending church 
   It is about following so close that I am part of your body 
    It is not about doing great works of service 
    Its about joining you in the great works you are doing 
     It is not about doing what you did 
     But about doing what you are doing now 
 
    
Jesus: "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.

ix
  

 

Conclusion  
 
[Resume speaking to the congregation] If we are going to follow Him wherever He goes – we 
cannot do that physically.  It means there are things we have to learn.  And I would summarize it 
this way: 
 
To be a follower of Jesus today we have to learn everything we can about Him and to do that we 
must go to the one source whose express purpose is to reveal Jesus and that is the Scriptures.  
Not just read them – not just study them – but soaking in them – every day opening them and 
asking – Jesus reveal yourself to me today through your word.  The Reverend Don Mostrom 
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taught me that over thirty years ago here in this place and it has revolutionized the way I 
approach the scriptures. 
 
Then we need to incorporate this simple prayer into every minute of our life:  Jesus What are 
you doing?  What are you doing in this situation?  What are you doing in this person’s life.  And 
go there and do it with Him. 
 
Jesus has issued the invitation – Come follow Me to everyone of us here.  Will we respond and 
follow Him wherever He goes? 
 
    
 
                                            
i
 http://www.rabbiyeshua.com/rabbiyeshua/2001/discipleshiptoyeshua.html  
ii
 James 2:19 

iii
 Matthew 28:20 

iv
 John 8:12 

v
 Matthew 19:21 

vi
 Matt 4:5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 

vii
 John 5:39 

viii
 John 12:26 

ix
 John 10
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